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By  Jil  Clark 

PROVIDENCE,  RI  —  Lesbians 
and  gay  men  here  have  lost  their 
first  attempt  to  pass  state-wide  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  legislation, 
while  some  women,  disabled  peo¬ 
ple  and  members  of  “minority” 
groups  have  come  a  step  closer  to 
gaining  constitutional  protection 
against  discrimination. 

The  House  of  Representatives 
has  recently  shown  its  .willingness 
to  support  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  which  would  prohibit  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  sex, 
race,  creed,  national  origin  or 
mental  or  physical  handicap,  but 
which  would  not  protect  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  women  seeking 
abortions,  or  female  athletes. 

One  year  after  soundly  defeat¬ 
ing  an  Equal  Rights  Amendment 


which  focused  entirely  on  sex  dis¬ 
crimination,  Representatives  pass¬ 
ed  the  broader  amendment  by  the 
overwhelming  margin  of  87  to  7  on 
April  14. 

Legislators  had  rejected  another 
multi-issue  ERA  introduced  this 
session,  backed  by  a  coalition  of 
63  labor  groups,  mainstream 
churches,  consumer  and  handicap¬ 
ped  advocacy  groups,  community 
organizations  such  as  the  YWCA, 
and  political  groups  like  the  Rhode 
Island  Gay  Task  Force.  This 
amendment  called  for  prohibitions 
against  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation  and  physical 
and  mental  disability.  Introduced 
by  Representative  Helena  McDer¬ 
mott,  the  amendment  was  aban¬ 
doned  in  the  Special  Legislation 
Committee  in  March. 


According  to  Representative 
Paul  Suttell,  a  member  of  the 
Special  Legislation  Committee 
who  opposed  what  was  referred  to 
as  “the  Coalition’s  ERA,"  com¬ 
mittee  members  expressed  “a  lot 
of  concern  about  homosexual 
marriages”  and  homosexual 
teachers. 

In  that  same  committee  session, 
support  was  shown  for  another 
ERA  which  did  not  seek  to  protect 
the  disabled  or  gays.  This  amend¬ 
ment,  sponsored  by  Deputy 
Speaker  of  the  House  Maureen 
Maigret,  was  voted  out  of  commit¬ 
tee  on  April  8  —  with  a  few  sig¬ 
nificant  “clarifications.”  l  aw¬ 
makers  had  attached  a  “letter  of 
intent”  to  the  amendment,  which 
states  that  the  ERA  would  not  ef¬ 
fect  abortion  accessibility,  same- 


Not  Again?! 

Yes,  Loft  Raided  Again, 
Club  Officers  Charged 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Demonstrating  the 
remarkable  persistence  which  has 
become  their  trademark,  the 
Boston  vice  squad  again  raided 
The  Loft,  a  private,  after-hours 
club  located  on  Stanhope  Street 
just  behind  police  headquarters. 
The  raid,  directed  as  usual  by  vice 
squad  Sgt.  Edward  McNelley  and 
featuring  the  accustomed  assort¬ 
ment  of  vice  officers,  came  in  the 
early  morning  hours  of  Sunday, 
April  10,  just  ten  weeks  after  plea¬ 
bargaining  and  fines  brought  the 
last  round  of  raids  to  a  conclusion. 

Last  January  28,  Joseph 
D’Onofrio  and  Paul  Cadoret,  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  club,  pleaded  guilty  to 
one  count  each  of  selling  alcohol 
without  a  license,  selling  soft 
drinks  without  a  license,  over¬ 
crowding,  and  conducting  an 
unlicensed  Sunday  dance  (see 
GC'N,  Vol.  10, No.  29).  In  reairn, 
prosecutors  agreed  to  drop  a 
number  of  other  charges  against 
the  two.  - 

According  to  D’Onofrio,  police 
arrived  about  2:30  a.m.  to  find  the 
club  full  and  a  large  crowd  of 
people  gathered  outside  waiting 
for  admission.  After  calling  for 
reinforcements,  police  presented 
two  warrants  authorizing  searches 
for  alcohol  and  soft  drinks. 

Unlike  in  previous  raids, 
D’Onofrio  said,  members  of  (he 
club  made  some  attempt  to  resist 
police  efforts  to  clear  the  premises. 
A  number  of  patrons  responded  to 
homophobic  slurs  from  police,  he 
said,  and  several  started  chanting 
“Stonewall,  Stonewall.”  Police 
arrested  five  officers  and  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  club  for  licensing 
violations,  D’Onofrio  said.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  two  patrons  were  arrested 
and  charged  with  performing  un¬ 
natural  acts.  All  were  arraigned  on 
April  1 1  in  Boston  Municipal 
Court . 

Officers  executing  the  search 
warrants  used  sledgehammers  to 
aid  in  their  inspection  of  the 
premises  and  they  confiscated 
records  and  receipts  belonging  to 
the  club.  D’Onofrio  was  arrested 
and  charged  with  possession  of 
marijuana  and  cocaine,  unlicensed 
sale  of  alcohol,  unlicensed  sale  of 
soft  drinks,  overcrowding  and 
conducting  an  unlicensed  Sunday 
dance. 


The  sensationalistic  headlines  in 
mainstream  media  accompanying 
previous  raids  on  The  Loft  were 
noticeably  absent  this  time.  As  far 
as  GC'N  could  determine,  not  one 
account  of  the  raid  appeared  in 
local  newspaper,  radio  or  televi¬ 
sion  coverage.  According  to 
D’Onofrio,  the  absence  of  cover¬ 
age  may  have  to  do  with  the  fact 
that  allegations  of  unfair  publicity 
were  a  major  part  of  The  Loft’s 
defense  in  its  last  trial.  Police  may 
have  decided  to  keep  the  latest  raid 
quiet,  he  said. 

Three  days  after  the  raid,  the 
Massachusetts  Appeals  Court  up¬ 
held  a  motion  by  The  Loft  to  have 
illegally-obtained  evidence  sup¬ 
pressed.  Attorneys  for  the  club 
had  argued  that  searches  made  at 
the  club  on  March  Sand  March  15, 
1981  without  warrants  were  illegal 
and  that  evidence  seized  on  those 
dates  could  therefore  not  be  used 
by  the  prosecution. 

“In  the  instant  case  the  premises 
were  raided  at  least  three  times  — 
either  five  or  six  police  officers 
were  involved  on  two  of  those  oc¬ 
casions.  See  Commonwealth  v. 
Cadoret,  388  Mass.  148  (1983), 
where  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
mentions  an  additional  instance. 
Apart  from  the  unlawfulness  of 
the  activities  of  the  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officials  here,  there  are  other 
troublingaspectsto  their  improper 
conduct.  Not  only  were  scarce 
judicial  resources  needlessly 
wasted,  but  the  allocation  and  use 
of  precious  law  official  enforce¬ 
ment  resources  is  shown  to  be 
peculiar.  For  another  peculiar  ex¬ 
ample,  see  Commonwealth  v. 
Grant,  7  Mass.  App.  Ct.  203,  204 
(1979)  (on  his  seventy-sixth  visit  to 
lounge, ‘inthe  line  of  duty,’  under¬ 
cover  vice  officer  observed  an 
obscene  act  —  ‘simulated  mastur¬ 
bation’).  1 

Of  particular  interest  in  the  Ap¬ 
peals  Court  brief  is  a  concurring 
opinion  by  Judge  Frederick 
Brown,  who  remarked: 

“I  agree  fully  with  the  views  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  principal  opinion.  I 
am,  however,  moved  to  comment 
on  a  matter,  manifest  here,  that 
too  often  appears  in  our  cases. 

“It  seems  strange  that  so  many 
police  officers,  five  on  one  occa¬ 
sion  and  six  on  another,  were  in¬ 
volved  in  raids  of  a  building  where 


it  was  believed  that  the  occupants 
possibly  were  unlawfully  dispens¬ 
ing  food  and  beverages,  and 
operating  a  Sunday  dance  without 
a  license. 

“Without  blessing  in  any  way 
the  activities  of  these  defendants,  I 
wonder  how  much  assistance  and 
crime  prevention  those  police  of¬ 
ficers  might  have  provided  by 
patrolling  in  high  crime  areas, 
along  violence-prone  MBTA 
routes,  and  at  other  locations 
where  past  experience  demon¬ 
strates  the  likelihood  of  great 
physical  danger  to  the  general 
citizenry,”  the  judge  wrote. 


sex  schools  or  athletic  facilities. 

On  the  floor  of  the  House  one 
week  later,  the  ERA  Coalition  and 
other  advocates  of  the  rights  of  the 
disabled  and  lesbians  and  gay  men 
fought  to havelanguage  about  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  handi¬ 
cap  or  sexual  orientation  inserted 
into  Maigret ’s  amendment.  Ef¬ 
forts  on  behalf  of  the  disabled 
were  successful;  those  on  behalf  of 
gays  were  not . 

The  debate,  which  dragged  on 
longer  than  any  other  non-budget 
session  in  the  history  of  the  House, 
centered  primarily  on  abortion  — 
specifically,  whether  an  ERA 
would  force  the  state  to  provide 
abortion  on  demand  to  all  women, 
an  idea  which  is  anathema  to  a 
great  number  of  legislators  in  this 
fstate,  where  60  percent  of  the  con¬ 
stituency  is  Catholic. 

“Unlike  last  year,  the  rather 
conservative  Catholic  hierarchy  in 
the  state  has  remained  silent  about 
the  ERA  this  year.  The  more  vocal 
opposition  has  been  from  funda¬ 
mentalist  groups.  Theirs  is  a 
noisier  faith.  Still,  they  area  small 
group,  greatly  outnumbered  by 
Catholics,”  said  John  Gaffney,  a 
founding  member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Gay  Task  Force. 

The  House  version  of  Maigret ’s 
ERA  is  awaiting  action  in  the 
Senate  —  the  more  conservative  of 
the  Assembly  bodies.  Representa¬ 
tive  Elizabeth  Morancy,  a  member 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Sisters  of 
Mercy  and  an  advocate  of  lesbian 
and  gay  rights,  told  GC'N  she 
doubts  the  ERA  will  emerge  from 
the  Senate  without  an  anti¬ 
abortion  rider,  and,  she  maintains, 
the  House  would  never  pass  the 
ERA  in  that  form. 

If  the  Senate  does  pass  the  ERA 
in  its  present  form  and  voters  ap¬ 
prove  it  at  the  polls,  what  effect 
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will  it  have  on  Rhode  Islanders? 
Clearly,  in  excluding  "sexual 
minorities"  from  the  list  of  pro¬ 
tected  classes,  the  legislators  main¬ 
tained  the  essential  redundancy  of 
t  he  amendment .  Citizens  of  Rhode 
Island  are  already  protected  by 
statutes  prohibiting  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sex,  race,  color, 
creed,  national  origin  and  physical 
handicap  (although  not  mental 
handicap)  in  the  areas  of  employ¬ 
ment.  housing  and  credit.  In  con¬ 


trast,  not  only  are  lesbians  and  gay 
men  unprotected  from  discrimina¬ 
tion,  they  arc  criminals  here;  the 
Rhode  Island  Supreme  Court  up¬ 
held  the  sodomy  law  only  four 
years  ago. 

Nevertheless,  passage  of  the 
amendment  would  strengthen  and 
broaden  protection  to  those  who 
are  already  offered  some  under  ex¬ 
isting  statutes,  said  Cynthia  Hyatt, 
an  attorney  for  the  stale  Human 
Rights  Commission,  which  is  a 
member  of  the  ERA  Coalition. 

Hyatt  added  that  the  FRA 
would  have  its  greatest  impact  on 
the  mentally  handicapped,  who 
are  currently  protected  from  cm- 

Con tinned  on  page  3 


Testimony  Heard 
On  Massachusetts  Rights  Bill 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  The  state  legisla¬ 
ture’s  joint  committee  on  Com¬ 
merce  and  Labor  heard  testimony 
on  April  19  in  favor  of  a  proposed 
measure  that  would  bar  discrimi¬ 
nation  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference. 

More  than  a  dozen  people  ad¬ 
dressed  a  hearing  in  Gardner  Audi¬ 
torium,  expressing  the  need  for 
legal  protection  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men  covering  housing,  em¬ 
ployment,  public  and  private  ser¬ 
vices  and  financial  security. 

“Discrimination  based  on  sex¬ 
ual  preference  is  the  one  that  I 
think  is  least  understood  and  the 
most  complex,”  testified  Rep. 
Thomas  Vallely  (D-Boston),  a 
sponsor  of  the  legislation.  “Civil 
rights  laws  aren’t  there  because 
they  condone  something.  They’re 
there  to  protect  something.” 

Brian  McNaught,  Boston 
Mayor  Kevin  White’s  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community,  testi¬ 
fied  for  the  bill  on  behalf  of  the 
mayor  and  delivered  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  a  letter  of  support  from 
White. 

The  Massachusetts  Commission 
Against  Discrimination  (MCAD)  a 
state  agency  which  handles  com¬ 
plaints  of  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  race,  color,  creed,  nation¬ 
al  origin,  sex,  age  and  ancestry, 
also  sent  a  representative  to  testify 


in  favor  of  the  legislation.  Margar¬ 
et  Dale,  an  attorney  for  MCAD, 
told  the  committee  that  a  1979  rul¬ 
ing  by  the  Massachusetts  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  [McCauley  v. 
MCAD]  held  that  her  agency  had 
no  jurisdiction  to  hear  sexual 
preference  discrimination  cases. 
“A  remedy  should  be  available  to 
those  discriminated  against  be¬ 
cause  of  their  sexual  preference,” 
she  said. 

Others  testifying  for  the  bill  in¬ 
cluded  Rep.  Barbara  Gray 
(R-Franting  ham),  city  council  can¬ 
didate  David  Scondras,  Massachu¬ 
setts  Gay  Political  Caucus  Co- 
Chair  Steven  Tierney,  Boston  Lcs- 
bian/Gay  Political  Alliance  Co- 
Chair  Ann  Maguire,  Unilarian- 
Univcrsalist  minister  Rev.  Bob 
Wheatley,  and  spokespeople  for 
the  Boston  gay  Jewish  organiza¬ 
tion  Am  Tikvah,  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  chapter  of  the  National  Or¬ 
ganization  lor  Women,  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  and  the  Massachusetts 
Teachers  Association. 

Gay  people  who  had  felt  the 
direct  effects  of  discrimination  were 
also  on  hand  to  testify  at  the  hear¬ 
ing.  Christine  Madsen,  veteran  ed¬ 
itor  and  reporter  for  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor,  told  how  she  was 
left  without  legal  recourse  when 
her  employer  fired  her  solely  be¬ 


cause  she  was  a  lesbian. 

The  committee  will  meet  in  exec¬ 
utive  session  on  April  22  to  formu¬ 
late  its  recommendation  for  the 
legislation  before  sending  it  to  the 
floor  of  the  House  for  a  vote.  Les¬ 
bian  and  gay  lobbyists  expect  the 
committee  to  report  the  bill  out 
favorably,  but  arc  less  certain  of 
what  will  happen  when  it  comes  to 
a  vole  by  the  full  House.  A  bill 
prohibiting  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  preference  in  public 
employment  recently  went  down 
to  defeat  (sec  GC'N,  Vol.  10, 
No.  39). 

Earlier  in  the  day,  the  Com¬ 
merce  and  Labor  committee  had 
heard  testimony  on  a  large  group 
of  bills  establishing  the  rights  of 
the  disabled.  More  than  350  dis¬ 
abled  people  and  their  supporters 
packed  the  auditorium  throughout 
most  of  the  four  and  a  half  hours 
of  testimony  on  that  legislation. 
Measures  were  considered  which 
would  prohibit  discrimination 
against  disabled  people  in  housing 
and  employment,  require  tele¬ 
phone  companies  to  provide 
special  equipment  for  deaf 
customers,  and  require  the 
reasonable  accommodation  of 
guide  dogs  for  the  blind  and  deaf 
in  homes,  workplaces  and  public 
transportation. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

"What  concerns  me  is  what  happens  when  the 
rights  of  any  stigmatized  and  socially  threatened 
minority  are  dismissed  in  the  interest  of  what  is  per¬ 
ceived  as  a  greater  good.  It  begins  to  sound  as  if 
WAP's  (Women  Against  Pornography)  major  concern 
is  that  if  some  women  acknowledge,  talk  [about]  or  do 
certain  acts  —  anal  sex,  spanking,  bondage,  whip¬ 
ping.  drag,  role-play,  master/slave  or  rape  fantasies, 
public  sex  or  butch/femme  relationships  —  other 
women  may  feel  that  they  too  are  expected  to  enjoy 
such  practices  and  thereby  feel  oppressed  by  the  ex¬ 
pectation.  Why  are  we  not  at  the  point  when  we  can 
say  that  desire  is  unique,  that  my  enjoyment  of  back¬ 
room  fucking  will  not  endanger  civilization,  feminism 
or  the  more  staid  desires  of  the  ladyfrom  Westbury  ” 
—  Dorothy  Allison,  commenting  on  the  New 
York  forum  sponsored  by  Radical  Women,  convened 
for  discussion  of  lesbian  s/m  and  feminism,  in  her  ar¬ 
ticle  "A  Sexual  Babel,"  New  York  Native,  Issue  #61. 


Seattle  group  presses  for  transfer  of 
black  gay  inmate 

SEATTLE  —  Curtis  Johnson,  a  black  gay 
prisoner,  has  been  transferred  from  the  Washington 
state  prison  system  to  the  Nevada  state  prison  sys¬ 
tem  on  false  charges,  according  to  the  Stonewall 
Committee  for  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  in  Seattle. 

Johnson  is  being  held  in  a  maximum  security  cell 
with  no  hot  running  water  and  only  two  exercise  ses¬ 
sions  per  week.  According  to  Stonewall,  Johnson  has 
already  won  one  civil  suit  against  the  Washington 
state  prison  system  and  has  two  more  suits  stem¬ 
ming  from  his  transfer  pending  in  court.  In  their  press 
release,  Stonewall  said  that  Johnson  was  not  given 
the  chance  to  defend  himself  at  his  transfer  hearing, 
nor  was  he  allowed  to  present  evidence  which  would 
have  proven  him  innocent  of  the  false  charges.  Ef¬ 
forts  to  reach  the  Stonewall  Committee  for  further 
details  on  the  case  were  unsuccessful. 

However,  the  group  says  that  Johnson’s  life  is  in 
danger  because  guards  have  spread  rumors  that  he  is 
an  informant  and  they  urge  letters  to  be  written  re¬ 
questing  his  immediate  transfer  out  of  Nevada.  Send 
letters  to:  Nevada  State  Prison/Attn.  George  Sumner, 
Warden/PO  Box  7000,  Carson  City,  NV  89702. 


service  employees  union  includes  gay 
rights  in  contract 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  American  Federation  of 
State,  City  and  Municipal  Employees  (AFSCME)  will 
include  a  clause  pertaining  to  sexual  orientation  in 
their  contract  with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Gay  News. 

The  inclusion  of  the  clause  in  the  contract,  now 
being  negotiated  in  Harrisburg,  came  about  when  Vic 
Basile,  a  Washington,  D.C.  activist,  noticed  in  a 
January  Gay  News  article  that  AFSCME  would  not  in¬ 
clude  sexual  orientation  in  the  new  contract.  Basile 
contacted  the  AFSCME  International  president,  who 
in  turn,  contacted  the  chief  negotiator  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Shortly  thereafter,  it  was  announced  that 
sexual  orientation  would  be  included  in  the  contract. 

In  1982,  the  union,  at  its  international  conven¬ 
tion,  passed  a  resolution  in  support  of  federal,  state 
and  local  legislation  extending  basic  civil  rights  in 
housing,  publicaccommodations  and  employment  to 
lesbian  and  gay  citizens. 


lesbian  radio  announcements  rejected 
in  philly 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Three  area  radio  stations 
turned  down  five  30-second  public  service  announce¬ 
ments  developed  by  the  Philadelphia  Lesbian/Gay 
Task  Force,  according  to  the  Gay  News. 

Rita  Adessa,  executive  director  of  the  Task 
Force,  said  the  five  spots,  which  highlighted  "lesbian 
women  of  historical  significance,"  were  intended  for 
use  during  International  Women's  History  Week, 
March  6-13. 

Adessa  said  that  she  met  “strong  resistance” 
while  trying  to  market  the  spots.  She  attributed  this  to 
recent  Federal  Communications  Commission  dereg¬ 
ulations  which  eliminated  the  process  of  stations  in¬ 
terviewing  various  segments  of  the  community  to 
determine  their  needs  and  problems. 


dutch  gays  and  lesbians  demand 
law  reforms 

AMSTERDAM  —  On  March  30,  the  Dutch  gay  or¬ 
ganization  COC  presented  to  the  prime  minister  a 
report  entitled  “Homosexuality  in  Government 
Policy.” 

The  COC  has  pressed  the  government  to  develop 
an  anti-discrimination  policy.  This  report  is  the  result 
of  a  queerbashing  incident  which  occurred  on  Gay 
Pride  Day,  June  26,  1982. 

The  group  called  for  a  more  equitable  income  tax 
that  does  not  penalize  gay  men  and  lesbians  for  being 
unable  to  marrylegally ;  more  equitable  tenancy  laws 
which  do  not  favor  heterosexually  married  couples; 
establishment  of  conscientous  objection  to  military 
service  based  on  a  refusal  to  serve  in  a  heterosexist 
institution;  establishment  of  a  gay  studies  curricu¬ 
lum;  special  consideration  for  immigrants  fleeing 
their  native  countries  because  of  anti-gay  persecution. 

The  prime  minister  promised  that  appropriate 
governmental  agencies  would  be  asked  to  respond  to 
the  COC  proposal  and  that  the  dialogue  between  the 
government  and  COC  would  continue. 


COC  members  Joos  Van  Rooij  and  Joop  van  der  Linden 
(left)  and  Sylvia  Borren  and  Anne  Lize  van  der  Stoel  (right) 
presenting  to  Dutch  Prime  Minister  Ruud  Lubbers  (center 
left)  and  Vice-Minister  for  Social  Affairs  A.  Kapeijne  van  de 
Coppello  (Center  right)  their  group’s  report  on  government 
policy  and  discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 


mayors  form  a.i.d.s.  task  force,  white  to 
serve 

WASHINGTON  —  The  U.S.  Conference  of 
Mayors  has  formed  a  task  force  to  study  ways  the 
federal  government  can  assist  cities  in  combatting 
AIDS,  according  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

The  task  force  was  formed  on  April  1  'at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  San  Francisco  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein,  who 
will  chair  the  task  force.  The  mayors  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  New  York  City,  Los  Angeles,  Miami,  Newark, 
Chicago,  Houston,  Philadelphia,  Atlanta  and  Boston 
are  being  asked  to  serve  on  the  task  force. 

Brian  McNaught,  the  mayor’s  liaison  to  the 
Boston  gay  community  told  GCN  that  Kevin  White 
has  responded  affirmatively  to  the  invitation  to  par¬ 
ticipate  on  the  task  force.  McNaught  also  said  that 
White  has  requested  the  Massachusetts  Congres¬ 
sional  delegation  make  AIDS  funding  a  high  priority 
and  has  also  asked  members  of  the  delegation  to 
raise  the  issue  with  Margaret  Heckler,  Health  and 
Human  Services  secretary. 

Feinstein,  in  similar  moves,  will  send  a  letter  to 
Heckler  regarding  AIDS  funding.  She  also  has  called 
for  Congressional  hearings  on  how  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  can  help  city  governments  “deal  with  the 
fear  and  heartache”  associated  with  AIDS. 


Canadian  student  group  resists 
harassment 

OTTAWA  —  A  university  group  working  for  gay 
rights  at  Carleton  University  has  been  the  target  of  a 
hate  campaign,  and  is  organizing  resistance  to  it,  ac¬ 
cording  to  GO  Info. 

Gay  People  at  Carleton  (GPAC)  has  had  its  club 
mural  defaced  several  times  and  individual  members 
have  been  subjected  to  verbal  abuse. 

GPAC,  though,  is  not  taking  the  homophobic  in¬ 
cidents  lying  down.  The  group  has  organized  an  anti¬ 
hate  campaign  and  has  been  given  the  support  of 
many  other  organizations  at  the  school.  The  Women’s 
Center,  a  graduate  student  group,  a  socialist  club  and 
two  union  locals  have  all  participated  in  GPAC’s  anti¬ 
hate  campaign. 

A  rally  was  held  to  focus  attention  on  the  issue  of 
gay  rights  and  to  call  for  broad-based  support  for  gay 
men  and  lesbians  on  campus.  Three  thousand  leaf¬ 
lets  were  distributed  to  students.  Then,  each  of  the 
supporting  groups  painted  murals  in  support  of  gay /- 
lesbian  rights  which  were  promptly  defaced.  GPAC 
plans  to  distribute  a  second  leaflet  and  buttons  in¬ 
scribed  with  the  words  "You  Can’t  Deface  Us  All”  over 
a  pink  triangle. 

GPAC  members  report  some  progress  in  that  a 
professor  intervened  when  he  noticed  three  students 
defacing  a  mural  and  that  legal  action  will  be  taken 
against  the  students. 


chambers  playwrights’  contest  entries 
being  accepted 

NEW  YORK  —  Entries  for  a  playwriting  contest 
to  honor  the  late  Jane  Chambers  are  now  being  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  Meridian  Theatre  Playwrights  and 
Directors  Group  of  New  York. 

The  Jane  Chambers  Memorial  International  Gay 
Playwrighting  Contest,  designed  to  encourage  the 
writing  of  new  lesbian  and  gay  plays,  is  named  to 
honor  Chambers'  notable  contributions  to  gay 
theatre. 

Plays  may  be  full  -lengthorone  acts,  must  have  a 
major  gay  character  or  theme  and  must  not  have  been 
produced  in  metropolitan  New  York.  Plays  must  be 
typewritten  in  English,  have  a  cast  breakdown  and  be 
accompanied  by  a  SASE  for  return  of  the  script.  Entry 
deadline  is  Oct.  1,  1983.  Mail  to:  Meridian  Theatre 
Playwrights  and  Director  Group,  c/o  Pittman,  245  W. 
51st  St.,  #703,  NY,  NY  10019. 


new  york  state  to  fund  health  crisis 
group’s  work 

NEW  YORK  —  The  New  York  state  government 
has  earmarked  nearly  $200,000  to  fund  the  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  (GMHC)  for  statewide  educational  and 
social  service  projects,  according  to  the  New  York 
Native. 

Mel  Rosen,  GMHC  executive  director,  said  that 
final  contracts  between  his  group  and  the  state 
Department  of  Health  have  yet  to  be  negotiated  and 
that  formal  announcement  will  follow  those  negotia¬ 
tions. 

The  money,  coming  from  two  separate  appropria¬ 
tions  of  about  $100,000  each,  is  for  use  in  fiscal 
1983-1984  which  began  April  1. 

Rosen  was  quoted  in  the  Native  as  saying,  “It 
legitimates  GMHC  500  percent.  It  says  that  the  state 
is  contracting  with  GMHC  to  educate  people  through¬ 
out  the  state  about  AIDS  and  that  we  are  specialists 
in  this  area.” 


injunction  against  use  of  ‘Olympics’  in 
gay  games  made  permanent 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  U.S.  Ninth  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  made  permanent  an  injunction  against  the  Gay 
Games’  use  of  the  word  "Olympics,”  according  to  the 
Bay  Area  Reporter. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Robert  Peckham  on  April  12 
turned  down  the  appeal  of  attorney  Mary  Dunlap  to  lift 
the  ban.  Peckham  upheld  the  U.S.  Olympic  Commit¬ 
tee's  claim  that  the  use  of  the  word  confused  the 
public  about  the  nature  of  the  games. 

Dunlap  has  said,  however,  that  the  case  will  be 
pursued  in  a  trial  scheduled  to  begin  this  summer. 


no  first-strike  nukes! 

CAMBRIDGE  —  A  day-long  conference  to  plan 
strategies  for  halting  the  scheduled  deployment  of 
the  Cruise  and  Pershing  II  nuclear  missies  in  Europe 
will  be  held  April  30  beginning  at  9:00  am  at  Building 
26  on  the  MIT  campus  in  Cambridge. 

Planned  by  a  coalition  of  anti-nuclear  activist 
groups,  the  conference  will  be  devoted  to  both 
educating  participants  about  the  weapons  and  plan¬ 
ning  strategies  to  stop  deployment.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  the  Mobilization  for  Survival  at  354-0008. 


anti-abortion  amendment  goes  to  u.s. 
senate 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Judiciary  Committee  of 
the  U.S.  Senate  sent  a  constitutional  amendment  to 
the  floor  that  would  reverse  the  1973  Supreme  Court 
decision  legalizing  abortion,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times. 

The  committee  voted  9-9  on  April  19,  which  sent 
the  bill  on  without  a  positive  endorsement.  Abortion 
rights  advocates  were  reported  to  be  pleased  by  the 
tie  vote  and  expressed  optimism  about  successfully 
blocking  the  measure  on  the  floor. 

Senator  Orrin  Hatch  (R-Utah)  who  proposed  the 
amendment  said,  “The  odds  are  heavily  against  us.” 
But,  he  also  said  that  the  Senate  leadership  had  pro¬ 
mised  a  full  debate  on  the  issue  in  the  spring  and  that 
"the  important  thing  is  debate.” 


This  week’s  News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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‘ Build  Ramps ,  Not  Missiles  ’ 


People’s  Liberation  Meets  in 

ins”  ai  non-accessible  subway  and  necklace,  spoke  abom  alcoholism 


Disabled 

By  Maida  Tilchen 

BOSTON  —  “For  working  a  35 
hour  week  at  Morgan  Memorial,  I 
have  been  paid  as  litle  as  $8  total. 
My  best  weeks.  I’ve  made  around 
$40.”  This  account  of  unfair  labor 
conditions  lor  disabled  people 
working  at  a  sheltered  workshop 
in  Boston,  was  only  one  of  many 
shocking  practices  described  dur¬ 
ing  an  afternoon  conference  held 
by  Disabled  People’s  Liberation 
Front  (DPLF)  on  April  16  in 
Boston. 

Nine  panel  members  described 
the  types  of  injustices  suffered  by 
people  with  many  types  of  physical 
and  mental  disabilities,  while  a 
highly  supportive  audience  of  60 
women  and  men  added  many  of 
their  own  experiences.  All  of  the 
panel  and  most  of  the  audience 
were  disabled,  and  people  of 
various  ages,  races  and  ethnic 
groups  were  present. 

Several  wheelchairs  had  bum- 
perstickers  reading  “Civil  Rights 
for  Disabled  People”  and  buttons 
such  as  “Who  is  Normal?”  All  the 
DPLF  panel  members  wore  red 
T-shirts  reading  “Disabled  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Liberation  Front:  Build 
Ramps,  Not  Missiles.” 

DPLF,  which  has  held  a  regular 
picket  at  the  non-accessible  Sack 
theatres  for  several  years,  and 
which  also  holds  periodic  “crawl- 


By  Sue  Hyde 

ATLANTA  —  A  lawsuit  seek¬ 
ing  to  have  the  Georgia  sodomy 
law  declaredunconstitutional  was 
dismissed  here  in  U.S.  District 
Court  on  Monday,  April  18. 

An  attorney  working  on  the 
case  said  an  appeal  will  be  filed 
immediately.  A  local  gay  rights 
group  has  pledged  to  continue 
fundraising  efforts  to  support  the 
legal  work  in  the  case. 

Kathy  Wilde,  the  attorney  who 
filed  the  suit,  Hardwick  v.  Bowers, 
on  behalf  of  a  gay  man  and  a  het¬ 
erosexual  couple,  said  she  was  not 
surprised  by  the  judge’s  ruling. 
“The  next  step  is  to  file  an  appeal 
with  the  Eleventh  Circuit  (Court 
of  Appeals)  which  I’ll  do  within  a 
week.  I  think  we’ve  got  a  better 
shot  at  it  in  the  Eleventh  Circuit 
than  we  had  in  front  of  Judge 
Hall. 

“I  have  commitments  for 
amicus  briefs  from  Lambda  (Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund)  and 
National  Gay  Rights  Advocates. 
I’ll  probably  also  try  to  get  an 
ACLU  amicus.  I’ve  gotten  a  lot  of 
national  support  in  the  case,”  said 
Wilde. 

The  suit,  filed  February  14, 
1983,  arose  out  of  an  un- 


Rhode  Island 

Continued  from  page  I 

plovment  discrimination  only,  and 
women. 

Leaders  of  the  ERA  Coalition 
and  lesbians  and  gay  men  see  the 
House  action  as  a  defeat.  But  most 
arc  not  discouraged,  since  this 
campaign  for  gay  rights  was  the 
first  since  the  unsuccessful  fight 
for  the  passage  of  a  broad  anti-dis¬ 
crimination  ordinance  in  Pro¬ 
vidence  in  1978. 

Cleon  Harvey,  chair  of  the 
Human  Rights  Commission,  told 
GC'N  he  would  back  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  legislation  next  year,  but 
Morancy  said  she  doubts  the  As¬ 
sembly  would  pass  it.  “A  lot  more 
educating  has  to  be  done  first,” 
she  said. 

Thom  Martin,  a  spokesperson 
for  the  ERA  Coalition,  said  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  pass  legislation  protecting 


bus  stations,  is  a  progressive 
organization  for  disabled  people. 
James  Brooks,  a  founder  of 
DPLF,  described  the  group’s  aims 
in  his  opening  remarks:  “We  want 
to  explore  new  approaches  and 
subjective  aspects  around  our 
identities  as  disabled  people,  plus 
the  connection  between  our  op¬ 
pression  and  the  oppressions  of 
others.  The  so-called  ’health¬ 
care’  professional  would  have  us 
view  ourselves  as  ‘a  condition’  — 
not  a  woman  or  a  black  man,  but 
as  a  ‘spinal  cord  victim’.” 

As  Brian  Shea,  who  spoke  on 
the  economics  of  disability  and  the 
profit  motive,  expressed  it,  “We 
are  exploited  as  commodities.  If 
you  have  a  commodity  you  can  get 
money  from  it.  In  sheltered 
workshops,  they  super-exploit  our 
labor  in  the  guise  of  rehabiliation 
or  charity.  Because  it  is  assumed 
that  ‘disabled  people  don’t  work 
anyway’,  we  occupy  the  non¬ 
status  that  we  do.  We  are  pushed 
aside,  except  on  Labor  Day,  when 
the  telethon  comes  around,  and 
Jerry  Lewis  blubbers  about  us. 
Meanwhile,  companies  like  Mac¬ 
Donalds  get  free  publicity  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  donation  for  “charity.” 

A  woman  who  did  not  want  to 
be  identified,  for  fear  of  losing  her 
job,  but  who  was  wearing  a  lesbian 


prosecuted  criminal  charge  of 
sodomy  against  Michael  Hard¬ 
wick.  Hardwick  was  observed  hav¬ 
ing  sex  with  another  man  by  a 
police  officer  who  had  come  to  his 
home  on  an  unrelated  matter.  The 
cop  saw  the  men  through  a  partial¬ 
ly  opened  door  at  Hardwick’s 
home  and  arrested  Hardwick.  The 
District  Attorney  did  not  pro¬ 
secute  the  case,  but  Hardwick, 
with  support  and  encouragement 
from  Georgians  Opposed  to 
Archaic  Laws,  decided  to  pursue 
the  matter  with  a  civil  suit. 

Wilde  explained  that  a  straight 
couple,  “John  and  Mary  Doe,” 
had  read  of  Hardwick’s  case  and 
became  concerned  when  they 
learned  the  statute  applied  to  them 
as  well.  The  Georgia  law  is  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  adults  in  the  state  — 
male,  female,  homosexual,  hetero¬ 
sexual,  married  or  single  —  and 
applies  to  private  consensual  be¬ 
havior.  The  suit  states  that  the 
statute  has  had  a  “chilling  effect” 
upon  the  Does’  marrige. 

Louis  Levenson,  a  criminal  law¬ 
yer  who  has  handled  approximate¬ 
ly  75  sodomy  cases  and  was  Hard¬ 
wick’s  lawyer  in  the  criminal 
charge  against  him,  said  “there  is 
no  question  that  the  law,  though  it 


lesbians  and  gay  men  was  undercut 
by  disinterest  shown  by  members 
of  the  lesbian  and  gay  male  com¬ 
munity. 

“I  feel  there  should  be  greater 
strength  among  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  with  respect  to  the  ERA. 
Although  all  the  gay  groups  in 
Rhode  Island  were  represented  — 
Dignity,  MCC  (Metropolitan 
Community  Church),  the  Rhode 
Island  Gay  Task  Force,  and  two 
lesbian  groups  —  not  many  people 
came  out  to  lobby.” 

Diane  Cook,  another  Coalition 
spokesperson,  said  that,  if  nothing 
else,  the  coalition’s  bill  “began  the 
process  of  educating  the  public 
and  legislators”  and  “made  the 
other  ERA  look  less  radical  so  it 
was  easier  to  pass.”  -' 

—  filed  from  Boston 


and  drug  addiction  as  disabilities. 
She  described  how  her  alcoholism 
made  it  difficult  for  her  to  carry 
out  her  job  responsibilities.  She 
added,  “Because  I’m  basically 
healthy.  I’ve  been  duped  by  the 
society  into  believing  that  disabled 
people;  don’t  count,  but  through 
my  alchoholism,  I ’vc  come  to  con¬ 
nect  with  disabled  people  and  now 
I  feel  differently  about  this." 

Linda  Gwi/dak  told  the  group, 
“Last  June  I  spoke  at  the  Gay 
Pride  Rally,  the  first  disabled  per¬ 
son  to  do  so.  Today  is  the  first 
disabled  people’s  conference  that  I 
have  addressed  as  a  lesbian.  To¬ 
day,  I  feel  connected.”  She  spoke 
of  a  homophobic  incident  at  a 
planning  meeting  for  a  ‘women 
with  disabilities  conference’,  and 
mentioned  that  “There  are  people 
who  can’t  accept  heterosexual 
disabled  people,  let  alone  gay 
ones.” 

The  only  non-disabled  speaker 
addressing  the  conference  was  Mel 
King,  who  is  currently  a  candidate 
for  mayor  of  Boston.  He  told  the 
group,  “I’m  a  great  believer  in 
self-definition.  When  you  define 
yourself  as  somebody,  it  means 
you  have  to  act,  and  that  leads  to  a 
sense  of  freedom  and  power.” 

The  audience  questioned  King 
about  the  accessibility  of  polling 


is  broadly  written,  is  applied  most 
harshly  to  gay  men.  I  know  of  no 
cases  in  which  heterosexuals  have 
been  prosecuted  under  this  law.” 

Levenson  also  said  that  most 
prosecutions  result  from  arrests 
made  by  undercover  cops  in  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  different  popular  cruising 
spots  for  gay  men. 

The  defendants  named  in  the 
suit,  state  Attorney  General 
Michael  Bowers  and  two  other 
local  officials  charged  with  enforc¬ 
ing  the  statute,  filed  motions  to 
dismiss  the  case  on  the  grounds 
that  the  complainants  had  no 
cause  of  action.  Judge  Hall  ruled 
that  a  similar  case  in  Virginia, 
Doe.  v.  Commonwealth’s  At¬ 
torney,  in  which  the  Supreme 
Court  upheld  that  state’s  sodomy 
law,  foreclosed  Hardwick’s  com¬ 
plaint.  He  also  commented  that 
the  Does,  who  had  never  been 
charged  with  sodomy,  were  under 
no  threat  of  prosecution  under  the 
statute. 

Wilde’s  argument  against 
dismissal  was  that  because  other 
states’  sodomy  laws  have  been 
overturned  after  the  Virginia  deci¬ 
sion,  that  particular  case  could  not 
be  considered  the  final  word  in  the 
Hardwick  suit. 

The  most  notable  decision  re¬ 
garding  sodomy  laws  was  the  1980 
New  York  state  case,  People  v. 
Onofre,  in  which  that  state’s  laws 
were  ruled  unconstitutional.  A 
Texas  case.  Baker  v.  Wade,  now 
on  appeal  in  the  Fifth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  New  Orleans, 
is  a  similar  attempt  to  overturn 
sodomy  statutes. 

“We  now  have  to  continue  to 
push  for  expansion  of  the  law  that 
was  started  in  places  like  Texas,” 
Wilde  told  GCN. 

Clint  Sumrall  of  Georgians  Op¬ 
posed  to  Archaic  Law’s  said  “Our 
group  was  formed  to  raise  funds 
for  this  particular  lawsuit.  We  now 
hope  to  remain  in  existence  per¬ 
manently,  to  carry  on  other  legal 
battles.  And  we  will  continue  to 
assist  in  the  [Hardwick  v.  Bowers ) 
case. 

“We’re  prepared  to  attack  the 
sodomy  law  from  many  angles  and 
hopefully,  we’ll  cover  all  the 
bases,”  concluded  Sumrall. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


places  in  Boston.  Apparently,  few 
polling  places  are  accessible.  King 
responded  by  encouraging  the 
group  to  put  pressure  on  the  Elec¬ 
tion  Board.  This  strategy  was 
greeted  by  some  skepticism,  al¬ 
though  his  overall  philosophy  of 
using  resources  for  “human 
development,  not  human  destruc¬ 
tion"  was  well  received. 

Audience  members  had  much  to 
say  about  their  own  problems  in 
dealing  with  the  system.  One 
woman  claimed  that  "The  Ride.” 
a  \  an  for  wheelchair-bound  people 


By  Lurry  Goldsmith 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Department  of 
Defense  met  on  April  18  with 
students  and  faculty  from  Harvard 
University  to  discuss  government 
policies  excluding  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  military  service. 

The  meeting,  billed  as  “open” 
but  closed  to  all  except  Harvard 
faculty  and  undergraduates,  came 
at  the  request  of  the  Harvard-Rad- 
clil'fe  Gay  and  Lesbian  Student 
Association,  which  last  month 
gathered  600  student  signatures  on 
a  pefition  protesting  the  U.S. 
Navy’s  policy  of  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  preference. 

A  university  rule  instituted  in 
1968  holds  that  any  employer 
wishing  to  use  campus  placement 
facilities  must  first  hold  an  open 
meeting  to  discuss  its  hiring  prac¬ 
tices  if  the  Dean  of  Faculty  or  500 
students  request  it  to  do  so. 

The  Navy  had  at  first  refused  to 
comply  with  the  regulation,  can¬ 
celling  its  scheduled  recruitment 
days  at  the  university.  But  Navy 
officials  apparently  changed  their 
minds  after  Harvard  Dean  of  Fac¬ 
ulty  Henry  Rosovsky  wrote  a  letter 
to  Harvard  alumnus  and  Secretary 
of  Defense  Caspar  Weinberger, 
stating  that  (he  university’s  policy 
was  not  directed  specifically  at  the 
military.  Rosovsky  promised  the 
Defense  Department  a  non-con- 
IVontationai  meeting  with  atten¬ 
dance  restricted  to  members  of  the 
Harvard  community. 

According  to  the  Harvard  Crim¬ 
son,  Army  Col.  Thomas  Culhbcrt 
said  at  the  meeting  that  the 
military’s  discriminatory  policies 


Boston 

which  is  supposed  to  provide  the 
access  to  public  transportation  not 
available  from  the  MBTA,  does 
not  provide  service  to  the  mostly 
black  Columbia  Point  area,  al¬ 
though  it  does  bring  mostly  while 
students  to  a  nearby  college. 

The  DPI  I  is  planning  more 
conferences  in  the  future,  in¬ 
cluding  one  lor-  disabled  women 
which  is  now  seeking  input  lor 
planning.  The  group  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  (617)  547-0329  in  the 
e\  citings. 


have  been  upheld  in  federal  court. 

The  Crimson,  which  reported 
on  Cuthbert’s  remarks  without 
direct  quotation,  also  said  the 
colonel  claimed  "the  armed  forces 
exclude  gays  because  they  under¬ 
mine  the  smooth  operation  of 
military  units.  .  (and  |  the 
presence  of  homosexuals  may 
upset  troop  morale  and  discipline 
and  may  undermine  respect  for 
commanding  officers." 

Now  that  the  meeting  has  taken 
place.  Defense  Department 
recruiters  are  free  to  use  campus 
placement  facilities.  David  Rosen, 
a  spokesperson  for  the  university, 
saitl  Navy  recruiters  visited  the 
campus  on  April  19.  the  day  alter 
the  meeting. 

Rosen  said  the  only  way  re¬ 
cruiters  might  be  barred  from  the 
university  would  be  through 
passage  of  an  administrative 
policy.  Harvard  Law  School  cur¬ 
rently  has  such  a  policy,  but  past 
efforts  to  institute  a  similar 
measure  at  the  undergraduate  col¬ 
lege  have  failed. 

Aaron  Broadwcll,  who  chairs 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Student 
Association,  told  GCN  his 
organization  plans  to  keep  the 
issue  alive. 

“I  don’t  think  that  there  is  any 
realistic  way  to  stop  military 
recruitment  on  campus,”  Broad- 
well  observed.  “I  think  a  reason¬ 
able  goal  is  to  get  people  talking 
about  it,  and  since  we  got  a  repre¬ 
sentative  from  the  military  to  come 
on  campus  and  talkahoutit  for  the 
first  time,  I  think  wc  achieved  our 
goal.” 


Ellen  Shub 


Among  the  fifty  persons  attending  an  April  15  War  Tax 
Resistance  Rally  at  the  Boston  IRS  office  were  Larry  Goldsmith, 
Tom  Huth  and  George  Fulginiti-Shakar.  The  rally  is  an  annual 
action  sponsored  by  New  England  War  Tax  Resistance 
(NE/WTR)  and  the  W  orld  Peace  Tax  Fund  to  protest  the  61  per¬ 
cent  of  federal  income  tax  that  goes  toward  military  expenditures. 
NFVW’TR  maintains  an  Alternative  Fund  into  which  tax  resislers 
can  redirect  their  refused  war  taxes.  Income  from  the  fund  is  used 
to  support  peaceful  community  projects  and  organizations;  G’C’.V 
was  so  honored  this  year  with  a  $500  grant  from  NE/WTR.  For 
information,  call  NE/WTR  at  (617)  731-6139. 


Challenge  to  Sodomy  Law 
Dismissed  in  Georgia 


Army  Discusses 
Recruitment 

With  Harvard 
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Community  Voices 


radical  women 

Dear  GCN, 

I  was  pleased  to  see  Peg  Byron’s  article  on  the 
forum  “The  Feminist  Movement  and  Lesbian 
S/M”  organized  by  Radical  Women  in  New  York 
City  (GCN,  4/2/83).  As  a  speaker  at  the  event 
and  member  of  the  sponsoring  group,  I’d  like  to 
comment  and  correct  a  couple  of  factual  errors. 

As  Byron  said,  the  forum  seemed  to  be  “a  turn¬ 
ing  point”  toward  more  open  discussion  of  this 
controversial  topic.  Throughout  the  planning  of 
the  event.  Radical  Women  was  concerned  with 
providing  an  atmosphere  of  democratic  discus¬ 
sion  of  all  positions,  unmarred  by  the  censorship 
that  has  often  plagued  this  issue. 

The  panel  consisted  of  three  distinct  points  of 
view,  rather  than  a  “one-on-one”  format.  All 
three  speakers  and  our  organizations  —  Carol 
Deniech  of  LSM  (the  correct  full  name  of  the 
group),  Sheila  Roher  (note  her  correct  spelling)  of 
Women  Against  Pornography,  and  myself  — 
were  committed  to  a  discussion  of  the  political 
and  social  issues  surrounding  lesbian  S/M  with¬ 
out  stooping  to  acrimony  and  name-calling. 

The  audience  participation  showed  that  such  a 
discussion  has  been  needed  in  NYC.  The  success 
of  the  event  was  the  result  of  careful  planning  as 
well  as  the  concern  and  restraint  of  the  audience. 

The  lesbian  feminist  movement  needs  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  nature  and  impact  of  S/M  closely,  but 
in  the  context  of  the  political,  social  and 
economic  realities  of  our  society.  For  many,  S/M 
has  become  a  substitute  for  politics.  It  is  an 
escape  into  a  fantasy  world  of  racist  and  sexist  im¬ 
ages  of  power,  that  replaces  the  struggle  for  real, 
objective  power  to  change  the  oppressive  institu¬ 
tions  that  control  our  lives. 

At  the  same  time,  a  wing  of  the  radical  feminist 
movement  has  become  embroiled  in  attempting 
to  monitor  “correct  bedroom  behavior,”  prior¬ 
itizing  personal  relations  and  losing  sight  of 
political  struggle. 

Feminists  must  break  out  of  both  forms  of  nar¬ 
cissistic  preoccupation,  and  break  into  the  arena 
of  political  organizing.  We  must  direct  our  energy 
and  determination  outward  to  do  battle  with  the 
ruling  class  and  cast  off  its  stanglehold.  It  is  this 
realization  that  is  leading  growing  numbers  of 
women  to  embrace  socialist  feminism  as  the 
theory  and  program  for  emancipation  in  the 
1980s. 

In  stuggle, 

Susan  Williams,  M.D. 

Radical  Women 
New  York  City 


Gay  Community  News  welcomes  let¬ 
ters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all 
possible,  your  letters  should  be  TYPED 
AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to 
three  pages  (or  less!)  in  length.  GCN 
publishes  all  the  letters  it  receives, 
unedited,  on  a  space-available  basis, 
unless  they  contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  publish¬ 
ed,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  re¬ 
quest.  Address  letters  to: 

Community  Voices,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Marketing  Director 

(formerly  Promotions  Manager) 
Responsible  for  designing  and  im¬ 
plementing  campaigns  to  increase 
GCN' s  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales.  Experience  in  marketing  helpful. 
Full-time.  Health  insurance  and  paid 
vacation.  Position  open  now,  starting 
date  flexible.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to: 
Cindy  Patton,  GCN  167  Tremont  St. 
5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111,  (617) 
426-4469. 


FEATURES  EDITOR 

Gay  Community  News  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  Features  Editor.  Pre¬ 
vious  experience  helpful.  Re¬ 
sponsible  for  soliciting  and 
editing  articles  and  book  re¬ 
views,  planning  special  supple¬ 
ments.  Commitment  to  femin¬ 
ism  and  social  change.  Chal¬ 
lenging  position  in  a  stimu¬ 
lating  environment.  Full-time. 
Low  salary,  good  benefits.  In¬ 
quiries  and  resumes  to:  Manag¬ 
ing  Editor,  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  (617) 
426-4469. 


youth:  no  one’s 
listening 

To  (he  cdilor: 

I’m  sure  wc  all  appreciate  I  he  concern  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  for  the  Protection  of  (lay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (Letters  4/2)  lor  our  welfare,  but  once 
again,  they’ve  missed  the  point.  THFY  being  the 
well-intentioned  albeit  usually  hovering  and  over- 
zealous  Respectable  Gays  and  Their  Friends  who 
have  decided  that  these  poor  people,  especially 
the  young  ones,  need  to  be  “helped”  and  “pro¬ 
tected”  from  all  those  nasty  influences  (gay  and 
non-gay)  out  there. 

Frankly,  if  accepting  that  kind  of  help  means  I 
get  to  grow  up  and  patronizes  young  people,  bov- 
lovers,  the  loved  boys,  s/m  lesbians,  and  anyone 
else  who  doesn’t  happen  to  conform  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  norms  of  acceptable  sex,  no  thanks.  Maybe 
I'm  ;t  jaded  youth,  but  from  my  experience  with 
Main-stream,  Respectable  social  workers,  school 
workers,  in  other  words,  the  professional 
“helpers,”  I  know  that, you  pay  a  price  for  their 
assistance:  you  use  it  the  way  they  want  you  to,  or 
you  don’t  get  it  at  all. 

Their  intentions  are  noble  enough  (everyone, 
no  matter  how  lowly,  queer.  poor,  female,  black 
their  backgrounds  get s  .  >  have  respectable, 
middle-class,  strait-laced  aspirations  like  their 
own),  hut  you  pay.  If  you  don’t  shape  up  and  play 
the  game  their  way,  they  announce  that  you’re  ac¬ 
ting  out,  beyond  help,  and  drop  you  last  before 
you  ruin  their  unblemished  records  for  saving 
troubled  youth.  In  other  words,  conform  or  gel 
out. 

I  don’t  know  what  sort  of  "help”  a  bov-lover 
offers.  I  suspect  you  pay  a  price  for  it,  just  as  you 
do  with  the  pros.  I’m  not  convinced  that  one  sort 
of  help  is  any  worse  than  the  others.  The  experts 
on  that,  of  course,  have  to  be  the  boys 
themselves.  Where  arc  they  in  all  this? 

What  impresses  me  most  about  the  NAMBI  A 
wars  is  how  thoroughly  the  young  people  involv¬ 
ed  have  been  silenced.  On  the  one  hand,  the  pros 
and  the  straight  press  are  citiick  to  discredit  the 
boys  and  what  they  have  to  say  about  their  rela¬ 
tionships:  they’ve  been  brainwashed,  they’ve 
been  terrorized  into  silence,  they’re  young  and 
impressionable,  they’re  too  young  to  know  their 
own  minds.  On  the  other  hand,  some  bov-lovers 


and  a  few  hard-line  radicals  seem  to  suggest  that 
anything  wc  might  have  to  sav  attains/  cross- 
generational  sex  is  merely  the  result  of  a 
childhood  spent  in  a  sexually  repressive  society, 
or  of  the  fear  of  an  abusive  father  or  cruel 
classmates. 

The  pros  arc  too  busy  legislating,  double- 
talking,  and  notifying  parents  to  listen  to  what’s 
going  on.  Of  course,  this  makes  their  jobs  a  lot 
easier  —  now  that  they’ve  got  a  neat  age  of  con¬ 
sent  and  whole  arsenal  of  puldowns  and  threats 
(“you’re  acting  out”  “you’re  incorrigible”  "I’m 
telling  your  parents”)  to  keep  the  kids  in  line, 
they  can  stop  listening,  stop  thinking,  and  let  the 
state  take  over.  Then  what  they  say  about  the 
bov-lovers,  of  course,  is  that  they  aren’t  listening 
to  the  kids  cither  —  that  this  isn’t  consensual  sex, 
that  the  boys  are  terrorized  into  having  relation¬ 
ships  with  older  men. 

Actually,  no  one’s  listening  at  all.  From  here, 
it’s  beginning  to  sound  like  a  feud  over  who  gels 
the  dowry,  and  ultimately,  who  gels  to  lake  credit 
for  (or  turn  their  backs  on)  an  Acceptable  Pro¬ 
duct.  I’m  not  willing  to  accept  either  the  profes¬ 
sional  helpers  or  the  boy-lovers  as  unconditional 
saviours  ol  the  children  —  both  have  strong, 
selfish  motives  to  go  along  with  their  supposedly 
good  intentions,  and  I  wouldn’t  count  on  anyone 
to  act  purely  selflessly  all  the  time.  I  just  hope  the 
young  people  involved  have  the  sense  to  stay 
cynical,  and  realize  that  whichever  way  you  go, 
you  pay  a  price. 

So  no  more  patronizing  bullshit  about  protec¬ 
ting  and  helping  children.  The  experts  on  youth 
are  youth,  and  the  people  best  qualified  to  serve 
kids  arc  other  young  people  themselves,  along 
with  a  lew  older  folks  ol  our  choosing.  When 
everyone  figures  out  that  what  we’re  alter  is  the 
chance  to  speak  and  decide  for  ourselves,  with 
their  occasional,  solicited  assistance,  then  we’ll  be 
well  off.  In  the  meantime,  let’s  refrain  from 
throwing  the  weak  to  the  wolves,  and  try  to  listen 
more  and  pronounce  less. 

Kate  Silver 
Newton,  MA 
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It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  GCN,  and  you  get  a  lot  back  from  us.  The 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  Jennifer  Camper  gives 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  GCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 


- 

Writing  check  to  GCNj 

\  A 'A  3: 


Just  ten  dollars  a  month  (or  thirty  a  quarter  or  $120  a  year)  that's  all  it  will  take  from  a 
hundred  or  so  people  to  make  GCN  TWENTY  PAGES  EVERY  WEEK.  We  know  not  all 
of  you  can  afford  a  yearly  or  quarterly  pledge,  so  send  us  a  smaller  amount  monthly. 
You  can  still  become  a  GCN  Sustainer.  Large  or  small,  every  contribution  helps! 


The  1983  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  GCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


1  a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 


>  and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  community. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 

□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 

- $30  ($120  annually)  _ $100  ($400  annually) 

- $50  ($200  annually)  _ $ _ 

□  We/I  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan  _ 


□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $ 


(The  minimum  pledge  is  $120  a  year) 


Name* 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


•As  with  all  GCN  correspondence,  your  name  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential  unless  you 
agree  otherwise.  May  we  publish  your  name  in  our  quarterly  newsletter'  □  Yes.  □  No. 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  021 11. 
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GCN :  The  First  Ten  Years 


Volume  4 
1976-19 77 


Summary  of  Volume  4  by  Larry  Goldsmith  and  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


Gay  Community  News  was  founded  in  1973  by  an  ad  hoc 
group  of  gay  activists  who  were  then  meeting  at  the 
Charles  Street  Meetinghouse.  This  newsletter  met  a 
critical  need  in  Boston's  fledgling  gay  movement:  com¬ 
munication  between  groups.  When  we  could  not  talk 
together,  did  not  know  who  was  out  there,  we  could  not 
become  an  effective  social  and  political  force. 

Many  things  have  changed  in  the  last  ten  years  —  at 
GCN,  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  and  in  the  world 
at  large.  GCN  has  strived  to  stay  abreast  of  those  changes, 
and  has  often  worked  to  make  them  happen.  In  this  ten 
part  series,  we  want  to  share  some  of  the  history  of  GCN, 
its  role  in  Boston,  and  its  relationship  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movement  in  this  country. 


Tihey  were  a  busy  twelve  months.  Anita  Bryant 
earned  notoriety  beyond  her  celebrated  taste 
for  orange  juice.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  visited 
the  Carter  White  House,  and  marched  in  their  own 
contingent  in  the  massive  counter-bicentennial  de¬ 
monstration.  After  her  trial  ended  in  a  hung  jury, 
Susan  Saxe  pleaded  guilty  to  a  lesser  charge.  Leonard 
Matlovich  and  Vernon  Berg  battled  for  the  rights  of 
gay  men  to  serve  in  the  military.  Legislative  re¬ 
districting  in  Massachusetts  faced  Barney  Frank  and 
Elaine  Noble  with  a  combined  district. 

Arguments  raged  in  the  paper  on  topics  that  carry 
their  same  controversial  currency  today.  S/M,  trans¬ 
sexualism,  ‘  ‘mainstream  ’  ’  versus  ‘  'alternati ve  ’  ’  poli¬ 
tical  action,  GCN’s  advertising  policies,  the  relation 
of  women's  issues  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement 
—  all  were  hotly  debated  in  the  Speaking  Out 
column,  the  letters  pages  and  the  then-biweekly 
editorials. 

Among  the  contributors  to  Volume  4  were  Don 
Shewev  (now  writing  for  the  New  York  Times,  the 
Village  Voice  and  others),  Eric  Rogers  (now  revealed 
to  us  as  writer  and  board  member  Eric  Rofes),  Neil 
Miller,  Nancy  Wechsler,  Mitzel,  Charley  Shively, 
Nancy  Walker  and  John  Kyper  (all  still  contributing 
to  the  paper),  and  Allen  Young,  David  Brill,  Lyn 
Rosen  and  A.  No/der  Gay.  Nancy  Walker  began’ the 
volume  as  copy  editor  and  moved  over  to  manage  the 
classified  ads,  a  position  she  holds  to  this  day. 

Volume  4,  Number  1  July  3,  1976 

In  an  editorial  in  this  issue,  GCN  criticizes  the  “straight" 
press  for  failure  to  cover  the  Boston  lesbian  and  gay  pride 
march: 

Estimates  of  the  crowd  at  this  year’s  Boston  Gay  Pride 
March,  held  on  Saturday  June  19,  range  anywhere  from 
1,200  to  2,000.  Observers  of  past marches  felt  that  this  year’s 
march  was  the  largest  ever  held  in  Boston.  However,  this  in¬ 
formation  would  certainly  come  as  news  to  the  audiences  of 
Boston’s  two  major  newspapers  and  three  major  television 
stations.  Both  the  “liberal”  Globe  and  the  “conservative” 
Herald  totally  ignored  the  march. 

Editor  Lyn  Rosen  wrote  the  centerspread  about  the  con¬ 
troversies  surrounding  lesbian  and  gay  pride,  including  the 
decisions  by  the  pride  committee  to  have  the  women  march 
in  front,  and  to  not  allow  bar  and  business  floats. 

Jill  Raymond  was  one  of  the  main  speakers  at  that  year  v 
pride  rally  —  having  recently  been  released  from  jail.  She 
had  spent  14  months  in  prison  for  contempt  of  conn  after 
refusing  to  testify  before  a  federal  grand  jury  in  Lexington , 
Kentucky  that  was  looking  into  the  women 's  community. 

Also  in  this  issue  —  columns  such  as  “Tell,  Me,  Joey,  ” 
“People,  Places  and  Flings,”  “A.Nolder  Gay,  A  View  From 
the  Closet  ”  and  “ New  York  Revelations.  ”  There  was  u  full 
page  ad  from  the  Club  Batli  Chain  —  Boston. 

Volume  4,  Number  2  July  10,  1976 

A  News  Note: 

No  Milk  Today 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  On  the  same  day  that  Gov.  Jerry 
Brown  was  routing  Jimmy  Carter  in  the  California 
Democratic  Primary,  openly  gay  candidate  for  the  California 
State  Assembly  Harvey  Milk  lost  his  bid  in  a  close  race  to  Art 
Agnos.  The  vote  was  17,  031  for  Agnos  and  13,401  for  Milk. 
The  non-gay  Agnos  was  strongly  supported  by  San  Francisco 
Mayor  George  Moscone,  The  Advocate,  and  Boston  Rep. 
Elaine  Noble  as  well  as  many  gay  community  leaders  in  San 
Francisco. 

At  a  press  conference  after  his  defeat,  Milk  denounced  gay 
movement  leaders  as  “a  handful  of  self-serving  people  who 
are  utilizing  the  movement  for  their  own  advantage  and 
never  support  a  gay  except  from  their  own  group.” 

Volume  4,  Number  5  July  31,  1976 

An  editorial  appropriate  for  today:  A  long-standing  area  of 
dispute  within  the  gay  community  has  been  how  much  com¬ 
munity  support  should  be  offered  to  men  who  engage  in  sex¬ 
ual  activity  with  each  other  outside  the  confines  of  the 
bedroom.  While  some  people  argue  that  sex  "in  the  bushes” 
is  an  embarrassing  detriment  to  gay  men  that  should  not  go 
on,  others  contend  that  if  the  activity  is  unseen  and  unheard 
that  the  men  involved  are  therefore  offending  no  one.  We  do 
not  attempt  to  address  the  rightness  or  wrongness  of  either  of 
these  arguments. 

-  Rather,  we  find  it  very  necessary  to  condemn  the  actions 
of  the  Metropolitan  District  Police,  State  Police,  and  the 
local  police  in  Chelmsford,  who  have  found  nothing  better 
to  do  with  their  time  than  to  seek  out  men  engaging  in  sex  in 
secluded,  wooded  areas. 

There  is  a  full  page  ad  in  this  issue  from  the  Boston  Eagle 
which  includes  the  slogan" Are  You  Man  Enough!’  This  ad 
stirs  up  much  controversy  over  the  year,  mostly  from  male 
readers  complaining  of  sexism  and  objectification. 

Volume  4,  Number  8  August  21,  1976 

BOSTON  —  Eight  or  ten  of  the  Fort  Hill  Faggots  for 
Freedom,  a  group  of  gay  men  living  collectively  in  Roxbury, 
descended  upon  Sporters  Cafe  last  Saturday.  Wearing  wigs. 


dresses,  rhinestones  and  lacy  things,  the  men  entered  the 
popular  men’s  bar  shortly  before  midnight.  A  bouncer  tried 
to  stop  their  entry  but  they  barged  in,  one  of  them  calling 
back,  “So  call  the  cops,  honey!” 


Volume  4,  Number  9  August  28,  1976 

In  this  issue  David  Brill  and  Charley  Shively  both  write 
pieces  about  the  controversy  at  Spoilers.  There  is  a  feature 
article  on  s/m,  and  several  men  write  letters  complaining 
about  our  running  the  Boston  Eagle  “Are  Yon  Man 
Enough"  ad.  From  the  letters  column: 

‘man  enough?’ 

Dear  GCN  Friends, 


if 


IKE 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  QUEENSBERRYST. 

(IN  THE  FENWAY) 

(617)247-9586 


OPEN  DAILY 
BAM  TO  2AM 
GAME  ROOM 


Onr  tOO  C«ri 
frtt  MIn 


48.  SB,  81  Centra  St„  2, 6  Centre  Place 
(IN  BEAUTIFUL  ROXBURY) 
445-6676, 442-6029,  440-85S1,  427  1 893 


FORT  HILL 
FAGGOTS 


....  I  expect  such  trashy  ads  as  your  recent  one  bearing 
the  slogan  “If  You’re  Man  Enough”  in  such  anti-Gay  publi¬ 
cations  as  the  Advocate  and  Blueboy,  but  1  am  quite  taken 
aback  to  see  you  run  such  Gay  macho  garbage.  It  is  an  insult 
to  Gay  consciousness  which  many  of  us  in  San  Francisco  and 
elsewhere  are  working  hard  to  develop  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Reject  such  macho-sexist  ads  in  the  future  not  just 
because  I  find  them  nauseating  but  because  their  effect  is 
antithetical  to  Gay  Liberation’s  struggle  with  our  greatest 
enemy  —  our  own  internalized  oppression. 


Volume  4,  Number  17  October  23.  1976 

Lead  v/onvNEW  TRIAL  EXPECTED  AS  SAXE  JURY 
DEADLOCKS  —  After  five  days  of  deliberations  the  jury  in 
the  Susan  Saxe  .  .  .  case  failed  to  reach  a  verdict  and  Judge 
Walter  McLaughlin  declared  a  mistrial. 

The  GCN  editorial  this  week  urged  gay  people  to  vote 
for  the  Massachusetts  Equal  Rights  Amendment. 

Volume  4,  Number  18  October  30,  1976 

The  paper  that  you  now  are  holding  is  GCN’s  biggest 
newspaper  to  date  .  .  .  You  may  well  have  noticed  our  “new 
look”  this  week.  We  hope  that  you  have  had  no  difficulty 
finding  us.  Our  old  logo  is  gone.  We  will  miss  it.  but  also  lelt 
that  GCN  was  becoming  identified  as  “The  Gay  Weekly” 
and  that  our  real  name.  Gay  Community  News,  was  being 
lost. 


From  an  interview  with  then- Representative  Flame  Noble, 
by  Neil  Miller: 

■  •  the  legislative  process  can  be  at  times  a  disillusioning 
one.  I  really  feel,  especially  after  getting  the  Mayor’s  Human 
Rights  Ordinance  banning  discrimination  in  Boston,  that  en¬ 
trapment  would  somehow  disappear  off  the  face  of  the 
earth.  In  reality  that  has  not  happened.” 

“.  .  .  Some  of  the  people  on  the  staff  of  GCN,  I  feel,  have 
been  really  instrumental  in  dealing  with  feminist  issues,  wom¬ 
en’s  issues.  In  fact,  it’s  gotten  the  paper  into  a  lot  of  trouble, 
and  the  fact  that  some  males  aren't  willing  to  abandon  that 
to  make  it  more  chic  looking  or  appeal  to  a  larger  gay  male 
audience  I  think  has  been  commendable,  should  be  tremend¬ 
ously  supported  and  acknowledged  .  .  .  For  all  that  talk 
about  the  Fort  Hill  Faggots  picketing  Sporters  and  all  that, 
the  kind  of  issues  that  they’re  raising,  I  think,  have  to  be  rais¬ 
ed.” 


Volume  4,  Number  25  December  18,  1976 

The  lead  story  in  this  issue  is  by  David  Brill  and  is  head¬ 
lined:  Mass.  Bills  Filed;  Sodomy  Repeal  Approach  Set. 


the 

gay 

weekly 

Vol.  4,  No.  17  October  23, 1976 


gay  community  news 

Vol.  4,  No.  18  October  30. 1976 


Analysis  of 
the  Movement,  p.8 

1P-3 


Volume  4,  Number  13  September  25,  1976 

The  Editorial  in  this  issue  is  on  Gays  in  Prison. 

To  be  in  prison  is  to  be  the  object  of  a  system  of  total  con¬ 
trol,  a  system  of  enforced  brutalization  and  harassment. 
Even  the  most  minor  privileges,  like  mail,  can  be  taken  away 
at  a  guard’s  whim  if  a  prisoner  is  not  docile  enough  .  .  . 

Most  prison  administrators  consider  homosexuality,  in 
and  of  itself,  a  pathological  condition.  Thus  gays  in  prison 
are  allowed  little  dignity  and  given  few  rights  .  .  .  Gay 
prisoners  need  our  support.  Actions  like  the  recent  picketing 
of  Leavenworth  are  indispensible,  and  should  be  encourag¬ 
ed.  .  . 

Volume  4,  Number  14  October  2,  1976 

A  curious  juxtaposition  of  cover  headlines: 

SAXE  JURY  PICKED  —  MR  CLUB  BATHS  CHOSEN 

On  page  one: 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Cambridge’s  Off  the  Wall  Coffee¬ 
house  re-opened  Friday.,  ten  days  after  the  city’s  Licensing 
Commission  had  revoked  the  alternative  coffeehouse-cum- 
theater’s  license  to  show  films ...  In  gaining  its  license  back, 
the  coffeehouse  agreed  not  to  show  the  film  series,  “Heart 
Throbs,”  the  series  that  had  caused  the  furor  that  led  to  the 
revocation.  “Heart  Throbs”  contained  two  “sexually  expli¬ 
cit”  short  films  depicting  gay  sexuality  —  “Holding”  and 
“Stamen”  —  and  these  films  earned  the  particular  ire  of  a 
plainclothes  policeman  who  saw  a  preview  of  the  show. 


On  page  three  is  a  story  about  the  newly  formed  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby:  National  Lobby  Directors  Meet  To 
Map  Strategy  — 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby’s  (GRNI.)  newly  elected  Board  of  Directors  met  in 
Washington,  DC  Dec.  3-5,  to  begin  planning  for  the  opera¬ 
tional  structure  of  the  organization.  The  organization  — 
whose  purpose  is  to  lobby  for  the  passage  of  national  gay 
rights  legislation  —  was  founded  last  March  alter  a  contro¬ 
versial  by-invitation-only  meeting  organized  by  Advocate 
publisher  David  B.  Goodslein.  .  . 

In  our  classified  ad  section  appears  the  notice:  Dear  Classi¬ 
fied  Advertiser.  If  race  (B  or  W)  is  not  an  issue,  why  put  it  in?? 

Volume  4,  Number  31  January  29,  1977 

Susan  Saxe  Pleads  Guilty  to  Lesser  Charges 
By  Nancy  Wechsler 

Boston  —  Over  seventy-five  supporters  of  anti-war  activist 
Susan  Saxe,  including  members  of  the  first  jury,  crowded 
around  the  Suffolk  County  Courtroom  as  Saxe  pled  guilty 
on  Jan.  1 7  to  two  counts  of  armed  robbery  and  one  count  of 
manslaughter  in  connection  with  the  1970  hold-up  of  the 
State  Street  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Boston.  A  second 
trial  was  to  have  begun  on  Ian. 24,  after  the  first  trial  ended  in 
a  hung  jury. 

...  “I  plead  guilty  today,”  said  Saxe,  “for  one  reason. 

Continued  on  page  13 
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22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 
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46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 
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1261  Cambridge  St. 
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Cambridge,  MA 
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TRAVEL 
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76  Arlington  St. 
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CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
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(617)  734-7744 

This  guide  provides  a  listing  of 
gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed,  or 
supportive  businesses  and  ser¬ 
vices.  To  have  your  business  or 
service  listed  (for  only  $30.00 
per  year)  call  426-4469. 
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Theater - - 


Lo  Nish  Kach! 

We  Will  Not  Forget! 


They  Fought  Back,  Jewish 

Resistance  to  the  Nazis,  an  evening 
of  words,  music  and  images.  April 
9,  10  at  B.U.  Morse  Auditorium. 
Produced  by  Lo  Nish  Kach  Pro¬ 
ductions,  Barbara  Epstein  Bond, 
Lynne  Brandon,  Cheryl  Scwartz. 
Performers  and  creators:  Wendy 
Caplan,  Roger  Gottlieb,  Miriam 
Greenspan,  Dovida  Ishalova, 
David  Rintell,  Zvika  Schoenburg. 
Director:  Liz.  Diamond. 

By  Nancy  Wechsler 

Somehow  I  must  have  always 
known  that  Jews  fought  back 
against  the  Holocaust.  It  just 
wasn’t  possible  that  people  would 
fail  to  organize  resistance  to  such 
oppression.  Growing  up  I  knew  my 
uncle  Leo,  a  Polish  Jew,  had 
himself  been  in  the  Polish  Jewish 
underground/resistance.  He  had 
fought,  been  caught,  escaped,  and 
finally  made  it  to  the  United  States. 
Growing  up  I  didn’t  see  him,  or  my 
father’s  sister  Mildred,  very  often. 
They  were  Orthodox  Jews  whereas 
my  parents  were  atheists  and  left¬ 
ists.  They  lived  in  Washington 
Heights  and  we  had  moved  to 
Levittown.  The  gap  has  grown 
larger  over  the  years  with  my  own 
parents’  deaths,  and  my  coming 
out  as  a  lesbian. 

The  times  1  saw  Leo,  usually  the 
Jewish  Holidays,  funerals  and  bar 
mitzvahs,  he  talked  very,  very  rare¬ 
ly  of  Poland  and  the  Holocaust.  1 
remember  his  stories  of  hiding  in 
hay  stacks  and  returning  the  next 
day  to  find  them  bullet-ridden.  1 
remember  his  talking  with  com¬ 
plete  bitterness  about  the  Polish 
people,  how  they  had  sold  out  so 
easily,  so  quickly.  From  him  1 
learned  nothing  else  about  Jewish 
resistance  to  the  Nazis,  but  it  was 
something  1  always  wondered 
about.  During  Holocaust  remem¬ 
brance  week,  and  as  I  sat  through 
the  local  production  of  They 
Fought  Back,  Leo  and  his  wife 


Mildred  were  on  my  mind. 

I  went  Saturday  night  to  see 
They  Fought  Back  with  a  friend 
whose  parents  had  survived  the 
Polish  concentration  camps. 
Beforehand  1  focused  on  how 
heavy  it  would  all  be  for  him  to  see 
the  presentation  —  and  didn’t 
realize  the  effect  it  would  have  on 
me  —  the  ways  1  would  connect 
with  it  all,  not  only  as  a  Jew  but  as 
a  radical  and  a  queer. 

They  Fought  Back,  a  slide  cal¬ 
lage  with  music,  reading  and  skits, 
focused  entirely  on  Jewish 
resistance  to  the  Nazis,  before  and 
during  the  concentration  camp 
years. 

While  some  of  the  facts  and  acts 
of  resistance  were  known  to  me, 
much  of  what  was  presented  was 
not.  1  think  I  had  never  quite 
realized  the  extent  and  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  resistance.  Most  striking 
were  the  descriptions  of  the  role  of 
young  people,  the  attempts  to 
organize  large-scale  breakouts 
from  the  camps,  ana  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  how  one  of  the  concentra¬ 


tion  camp  crematora  was  blown  up 
by  inmates. 

Most  moving  of  all  was  the  wiir 
of  the  people  to  live,  to  make  the 
world  a  better  place  and  to  survive 
to  tell  what  happened.  Nowhere 
did  this  come  through  stronger 
than  in  the  words  of  the  survivors 
themselves  and  in  the  music  that 
wove  in  and  out  of  They  Fought 
Back.  It  was  while  listening  to  the 
music  that  it  all  came  home  to  me 
and  1  sat  and  sobbed. 

They  Fought  Back  made  me 
proud  of  the  Jews  who  resisted, 
and  proud  of  n//who  resist  oppres¬ 
sion  and  injustice  —  then  and  now. 
It  is  strengthening  to  know  that 
faced  with  impossible  odds,  with 
almost  certain  death,  that  people 
still  chose  to  fight  back  rather  than 
give  up.  It  is  not  a  history  we  learn 
in  school,  but  it  is  a  history  we  need 
to  know  —  from  the  resistance  to 
the  Nazis,  to  the  organized  acts  of 
resistance  to  apartheid  and 
minority  white  rule  in  South 
Africa.  I  think  I  was  so  profoundly 
moved  by  They  Fought  Back 


because  of  my  identification  with 
those  in  the  Jewish  resistance  — 
not  just  as  a  Jew,  but  as  a  political 
person.  People  all  over  the  world 
toda>  are  fighting  for  basic  righis, 
—  for  survival  and  for  justice  — 
from  El  Salvador,  to  Chile  to 
South  Africa  to  the  Middle  East  to 
Poland  to  the  United  States.  1  gain 
strength  from  those  who  came 
before,  from  the  moral  choices  that 
they  made.  Our  lives  are  mean¬ 
ingless  unless  we  spend  them 
fighting  injustice  —  and  creating 
more  space  for  others  who  come 
after  to  live  more  fully. 


They  Fought  Back  focused  on 
the  Jewish  resistance  to  the  Nazis. 
Other  persecuted  groups  are  men¬ 
tioned,  but  their  history  is  not  told. 
One  segment  of  the  They  Fought 
Back  script  includes  this  statement: 
“While  all  the  Jews  were  victims, 
not  all  the  victims  were  Jews  — 
gays,  communists,  gypsies  .  .  .” 
were  also  victims. 

While  1  can  understand  the 
group’s  desire  to  focus  and  limit 
what  they  were  to  cover,  it  is 
perhaps  a  weakness  of  the  presen¬ 
tations  to  have  included  so  little  on 
the  other  victims  of,  and  resisters 
to,  the  Holocaust.  For  those  of  us 
who  are  not  only  Jewish  but  queer 
and  “Communist”  it  replicates  the 
compartmentalization  of  our  lives 
that  we  experience  every  day  under 
present  day  capitalism.  Since  it 
seemed  clear  that  the  writers  and 
producers  of  They  Fought  Back 
were  feminists,  queers  and  pro¬ 
gressives,  I  would  have  hoped  for  a 
little  more  cohesion.  But  perhaps 
that  history  is  not  yet  known,  or 
that  cohesion  not  yet  possible. 

Another  glaring  omission  was 
the  lack  of  any  statement  about 
how  this  past  can  be  brought  into 
continued  on  page  .7 
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Invitations  Business  Cards  Leaflets  etc... 


Copy  Cellar  Copy  Cellar  Copy  Cellar 


55  BROAD  STREET,  BOSTON  16171542-8280/825-6700 


»if 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Moss.  02181  E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500  255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


•  little  bear 

&  company 

New  Contemporary  4  bed¬ 
room  home  overlooking  14 

“we  work  like  women” 

acre  deer  park.  Light-filled, 

Women-owned/women-run 

spacious  with  spectacular 
view.  Chestnut  Hill,  MA. 

painting/  plastering 

high  200's. 

wallpaper  stripping 

666-2778 

259-0322 
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Film - 

Celeste 

Remembrance  of  Things  Proust 


Celeste.  Written  and  directed  by 
Percy  Ad  Ion.  Based  upon  the 
memoir  Monsieur  Proust  by 
Celeste  Albaret.  With  Eva  Mattes, 
Jurgen  Arndt.  At  the  Brattle 
Theater,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Celeste  is  an  elliptical,  vividly 
detailed  film  of  thejast  months  of 
Marcel  Proust’s  life  as  remembered 
by  his  maid/companion/confi¬ 
dant,  Celeste  Albaret.  Celeste  mar¬ 
ried  the  then  just-famous  writer’s 
chauffeur  and  became  cook  and 
nursemaid  to  the  ever-failing, 
hypocondriacal,  homosexual 
aesthete.  She  catered  to  his  whims, 
protected  hint  from  the  outside 
world,  functioned  as  a  surrogate 
mother,  and  helped  him  piece 
together  his  massive  novel  Remem¬ 
brance  Of  Things  Past. 

Literary  history  abounds  with 
tales  of  male  writers  who  function¬ 
ed  on  the  energy  or  talents  of  a  wife 
or  some  other  female  support.  (The 
grossest  example  is  F.  Scott  Fitzger¬ 
ald  who  actually  stole  wife  Zelda’s 
diaries  and  put  them  whole  cloth  in¬ 
to  his  novels.)  Recent  feminist 


criticism  has  uncovered  many  ex¬ 
amples  (Fitzgerald,  Dorothy  Word¬ 
sworth,  James  Joyce’s  daughter) 
but  the  women  are  usually  present¬ 
ed  as  victims  of  specific  men  or 
general  cultural  disrepair.  While  we 
can  feel  sorry  for  the  loss  and 
silences  these  women  suffered,  it  is 
sometimes  hard  to  understand  what 
they  got  out  of  the  relationship. 
Celeste  portrays  an  almost  arch¬ 
typical  example  of  this  menage,  but 
attempts  to  make  us  understand,  in 
new  ways,  how  the  woman  experi¬ 
ences  and  deals  with  the  dynamic  of 
the  relationship. 

On  the  surface  Proust  (Jurgen 
Arndt)  and  Celeste  (Eva  Mattes) 
have  a  master/servant  relationship 
that  easily  slides  into  a  mother/son 
or  even  playful  sibling  context.  He 
runs  about  the  house  ordering  her 
to  do  one  thing  after  another 


(which  she  is  more  than  willing  to 
do)  and  then  can  entertain  her  with 
playful  stories  of  dinner  with  Jean 
Cocteau.  The  demanding  master 
and  the  faithful  servant  roles  quick¬ 
ly  change  and  it  becomes  clear  that 
Proust  is  essentially  helpless  with¬ 
out  the  ever -present, ever-vigilant 
Celeste.  Aside  front  the  not  very  la¬ 
tent  symbiosis,  the  relationship 
gives  you  a  creepy  feeling. 
Although  they  clearly  appreciate 
one  another  socially  (she  describes 
scenes  from  her  childhood  to  him; 
he  flirts  and  teases  with  her) 
Celeste’s  transfigured  self-image  is 
so  connected  with  self-effacing 
devotion  to  Proust  that  even 
though  she  ends  up  running  the 
show  (and  having  some  power),  it  is 
hard  to  feel  very  good  about  it. 

What  Celeste  manages  to  do  so 
well  is  show  us  how  all  the  details  of 


Celeste’s  life  shape  and  inform  who 
she  is  and  how  she  views  herself. 
Because  there  is  no  sexual  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  homosexual  writer 
and  the  heterosexual  woman  the 
dynamic  is  clearer,  less  confused, 
than  in  other  cases.  At  the  film’s 
end,  Proust  has  died  and  Celeste  is 
making  the  final  preparations  for 
his  deathbed.  She  cuts  a  lock  of  his 
hair  and  holds  it  tightly  in  her  hands 
and  looks  transfixed  into  the 
camera  and  the  screen  fades  to 
black.  The  scene  is  both  uplifting 
and  appalling;  holding  this 
talisman,  or  fetish.  Celeste  is  both 
freed  and  bound  at  the  same  time. 
The  look  on  her  face  is  one  of  joy 
and  longing.  The  ending,  like 
Celeste’s  emotions  and  her  situa¬ 
tion,  is  ambiguous  but  we  arc  left 
with  a  little  more  understanding 
than  we  began  with. 


Continued  from  page  6 

the  present.  While  it  is  clear  front 
the  program  notes  that  the  pro¬ 
ducers  of  They  Fought  Back  iden¬ 
tity  with  others  who  struggle 
against  oppression,  nothing  is  said 
itt  the  production  about  how  peo¬ 
ple  m  Central  America,  South 
Africa  —  all  over  the  world  —  are 
lighting  back  against  right-wing 
terror  and  repression.  Most 
noticeably  absent  was  any  mention 
of  the  Middle  East  and  what  is 
happening  there.  I  can  only  sur¬ 
mise  that  the  group  made  a  deci¬ 
sion  not  to  get  into  the  conflicts 
and  debate  surrounding  Israel  and 
the  Palestinians.  While  1  can 
understand  that  as  a  tactical  deci¬ 
sion,  its  absence  was  noticeable. 

On  the  whole  IF/  was  a  very 
moving  production.  I  have  two 
suggestions  for  the  directors.  Otic 
would  be  to  bring  the  music  more 
to  the  foreground  —  let  it  stand  on 
its  own  more.  Too  often  words  or 
slides  competed  with  the  music  for 
your  attention.  Also,  the  short  skit 
of  resistance  members  discussing 
where  it  would  be  best  to  fight,  and 
die,  didn’t  work  well.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  better  just  to  read  the 
minutes  front  the  meeting  —  not 
try  acting  them  out.  For  those  in¬ 
terested  in  seeing  the  program  per¬ 
formed  again,  vou  can  call  (617) 
266-3880. 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it.  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it’s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge.  J&S  has  been  Boston’s  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it’s  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So, 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything.  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
‘‘The  Brinks  Job.” 


( Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of  Boston,”  Fall,  1980) 

BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


XANADU 
GRAPHICS 

•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 


Phototypesetting 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 
NO.  STATION  227-0513 


AS  OF  4/27  NOTE  OUR  NEW 
LOCATION  AT  NO.  STATION 
CINEMA  #2 
SCORPIO  RISING 
L.A.  PLAYS  ITSELF 
PASSING  STRANGERS 
SEX  TOOL 

ALL  NEW  MODERN  DECOR 


Boston's  Best  AH  Male  Show! 

S'—  1111  ■ 

PARTNERS 

THE  GAY  DATING  SERVICE 


A  DISCREET  AND  PER¬ 
SONALIZED  ALTERNATIVE  TO 
THE  ESTABLISHED  CAY 
SCENE.  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  MEET 
OTHER  LIKE-MINDED  CAY 
MEN  AND  LESBIAN  SEND 
$1.00  (POSTAGE  AND  HAND¬ 
LING)  FOR  APPLICATION  TO: 


PARTNERS,  DIV.OF  RMI 

SUITE  400,  437  BOYLSTON  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


subscribe  To 
gcn 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


TILE 


CARPET 


J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  —  INSTALLATIONS 


LINOLEUM 


(617)  825-5340 


280-ZX 
TURBO  2+2 


THE  FINEST  X-RATED  ALL  MALE  MOVIES.  NOW  IN  BOTH  CINEMAS  1  &  2 

204  tremont  st. 
482-4661 


■  NEW  SHOW  WEEKLY  DIRECT  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO- 
•  CONTINUOUS  FROM  10  A  M  • 
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GHOST  OF  A  CHANCE 
THE  FUGITIVE 


CLASS  OF  '84 
SIXTYNINER 


New  T  V  Lounge  Featuring  Best  in  Gay  Video  Plus  Special  Sports 


MM 


You  may  net  realize  It,  but  GCN  receives  only  a  small  percentage  on 
newsstand  sales.  Of  the  60*  you  pay ,  we  get  only  29*;  the  distributor  and 
newsstand  get  tbe  rest.  Because  it  costs  GCN  about  56*  to  produce  each 
copy  we  lose  2T  on  each  newsstand  copy.  Why  do  we  sell  ou  the  stand? 
To  attract  more  subscribers  through  increased  visibility,  and  because 
many  people  can’t  risk  receiving  GCN  iu  the  mail.  So,  If  you  can 
subscribe,  please  do:  It  Is  your  subscription  dollars  that  support  GCN 
most  directly  and  enable  us  to  bring  you  the  news,  each  and  every  week. 

■  :  _ _ _ i /  *  >  r,  i  ’■ 1 1  . . . .  . 
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280-ZX  Turb° 

See  KEVIN  — 
Newton  Datsun 

|  Mass  Pike 
Exit  17E  or  16W 


□  $62  Three  years 

□  $43.50  Two  years 


To  Gay  Community  News 

□  $15  Twenty-five  weeks 

□  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 

(Low  Income) 

□  $25  one  year  □  $8  Twelve  weeks 

Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name _ _ _ 

address  _ _ _ 

city. 


state. 


-Z'P 


•O  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 

Boston,  MA  02111 

□  I  am  donating  $ 

prisoner 

□  This  Is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 
Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN 


IPRODUCT  OF  NISSAN 


GCN  Is  available  on  microfilm 
□  $22  volume  (indlv.)  □  $28  (Inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 
All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN".  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  ■never  eokJ  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 


Cloister  Closets: 

Talking  with  Rosemary  Cu 


By  Peg  Cruikshank 

ome  of  us  who've  had  a  heavy  dose  of  Catholic 
education  never  outgrew  our  fascination  with 
nuns.  In  my  twenty-three  years  as  a  student  in 
Catholic  schools  (eight  in  schools  attached  to  a  large 
Benedictine  Priory),  I  learned  a  great  deal  of  nun 
lore.  Though  I've  been  a  lapsed  Catholic  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  I  am  still  a  nun  hag.  Irreverent  and  ' 
funny  nun  stories  are  a  special  pleasure  for  me  — 
hearing  and  telling.  For  example,  nobody  believes 
that  as  recently  as  1974,  an  American  nun  could  put 
off  a  woman  who  fell  in  love  with  her  (alas,  it  was 
me)  by  saying  that  she  never  wanted  to  see  her  again 
in  this  life,  but  looked  forward  to  meeting  her  in  the 
next. 

I  still  remember  the  two  things  my  friends  who 
entered  the  convent  were  told:  get  all  your  dental 
work  done  before  you  enter,  and  bring  a  years 
supply  of  kotex.  My  friends  also  had  to  take  that 
dreadful  psychological  test,  the  MMPI,  which  was 
probably  the  nuns'  attempt  to  weed  out  queers.  It 
failed  spectacularly.  But  hardly  anything  has  been 
written  or  even  spoken  about  lesbians  in  convents.  I 
wanted  to  talk  to  Rosemary  Curb  about  this  subject 
—  the  lesbians  in  convents  and  the  silence  —  be¬ 
cause  she  and  Nancy  Manahan  are  editing  an  an¬ 
thology  of  convent  lesbian  stories  for  Naiad  Press.  As 
yet  untitled,  the  book  will  also  include  writings  by 
ex-nuns  who  did  not  discover  their  lesbianism  until 
after  they  left  the  convent.  I  feel  a  special  con-: 
nection  to  this  work  in  progress  because  I  intro¬ 
duced  Rosemary  to  Nancy,  not  long  after  writing  an 
article  in  GCN  in  which  I  suggested  that  someone 
edit  a  collection  of  stories  of  lesbian  former  nuns  and  j 
one  on  gay  male  experiences  in  monasteries  and' 
rectories. 

Rosemary  teaches  English  at  Rollins  College  in 
Florida.  She  writes  books  and  articles  on  black 
theater,  feminist  theater,  and  a  variety  of  lesbian 
feminist  topics.  She  is  president  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  chapter  in  Winter 
Park-Orlando.  Our  talk  was  taped  in  the  summer  of 
1982  as  we  drove  from  northern  California  to 
Oregon.  Rosemary  was  on  her  way  to  interview 
women  for  her  book,  including  a  former  Mother 
Superior. 


Peg:  Let's  talk  about  “particular  friendships." 

Rosemary:  Such  a  lovely  term!  We  were  warned 
against  them  from  our  first  entrance  inthe'.novitiate. 
In  fact,  there  were  prohibitions  in  the  Rule  and 
Constitution.  We  were  encouraged  to  recreate  in 
groups  of  three  or  more  because  charity  demanded 
a  general  love.  I  liked  the  idea  of  loving  everybody, 
but  I  also  thought  "particular  friendship"  sounded 
beautiful. 

Peg:  Well,  it  is  a  beautiful  term.  We  should  be  so 
lucky. 

Rosemary:  I  loved  the  idea  of  having  a  special 
friend  I  could  share  spiritual  confidences  with.  I 
couldn't  imagine  what  else  we'd  be  doing.  It  wasn't 
until  after  I  had  a  particular  friendship  that  I 
understood  the  taboo. 

Peg:  Aha!  It  sounded  innocent  enough  before¬ 
hand. 

Rosemary:  Right.  As  soon  as  I  had  one,  I  knew  I 
had  to  keep  it  secret. 

Peg:  What  about  guilt  when  you  were  in  the 
convent  with  a  lover? 

Rosemary:  Before  my  sexuality  burst  into  flame,  I 
believed  in  what  we  called  mortification  of  the  flesh 
because  I  wanted  to  be  a  saint.  You  know,  I  wasn't 
conscious  at  all  of  sexual  feelings  before  I  fell 
suddenly  into  a  sexual  relationship  with  an  older 
nun. 


Peg:  She  must  have  thought  you  were  really 
special. 

Rosemary:  Maybe  so.  I  was  wide-eyed,  innocent, 
striving  for  perfection. 

Peg:  At  what  point  did  you  call  what  you  were 
having  a  particular  friendship  —  before  there  was 
any  sexual  contact? 

Rosemary:  No,  no.  The  sexuality  erupted  very 
suddenly  before  I  even  considered  friendship  of  any 
sort. 

Peg:  You  told  me  earlier  that  even  you'd  even 
made  love  in  your  biology  lab  on  the  floor. 

Rosemary:  Yes,  I  think  that  even  now  the  smell  of 
stale  formaldehyde  can  arouse  erotic  feelings  for 
me.  I  felt  like  Alice  falling  down  the  rabbit  hole:  one 
minute  I  was  striving  for  perfection  in  the  exact 
observance  of  the  Rule  and  Constitution  —  silence, 
custody  of  the  eyes,  the  penitential  practices  —  and 
the  next  my  sensuality  and  sexuality  literally 
bloomed  like  a  flower  opening. 

Peg:  But  wasn't  your  lover,  being  older,  afraid 
you'd  turn  her  in  to  the  superior  andconfess  your 
sexual  relationship? 

Rosemary:  It  never  occurred  to  me  that  she  would 
be  afraid  of  that  because  I  couldn't  imagine  telling 
the  superior.  Maybe  I  instinctively  knew  all  hell 
would  break  loose  if  I  did.  She  knew  she  could 
depend  on  my  loyalty.  I  was  totally  devoted. 

Peg:  I'm  thinking  that  for  S.,  her  lover  would 
have  to  be  not  only  brilliant  and  sexually  attractive 
to  her,  but  absolutely  devoted,  to  protect  her  cover 
and  her  reputation.  Because  she  was  older, 
wouldn't  they  blame  her  if  you  got  caught? 


Rosemary:  We  tried  very  hard  to  conceal  it,  but 
we  know  now  that  when  two  women  are  in  love  the 
energy  emanating  from  them  is  unmistakable.  You 
don't  have  to  catch  them  in  a  passionate  embrace  to 
know  they  are  in  love.  I  can't  imagine  that  anyone 
sensitive  to  sexual  energy,  even  back  then,  couldn't 
have  known.  When  we  were  sleeping  together,  we 
knew  we  had  to  be  secretive.  I  would  creep  into  her 
cell  after  Profound  Silence.  Fler  cell  was  right  next  to 
the  subprioress's  cell.  We  waited  for  the  wonderful 
tell-tale  signal  of  the  subprioress  snoring. 

Peg:  And  then  you'd  make  love? 

Rosemary:  Right.  Where  we  were  living  was  not  a 
real  convent,  just  classrooms  sectioned  off  into  cells 
in  thehigh  school  building  where  we  also  taught. 

Peg:  My  Benedictines  lived  in  more  comfortable 
quarters. 

Rosemary:  Since  S.  was  higher  in  rank  that  I  was, 
her  cell  had  cardboard  walls  that  didn't  go  all  the 
way  to  the  ceiling,  but  she  had  a  real  door.  You 
could  hear  every  sound  made  in  every  cell  in  the 
dorm.  But  my  door  —  also  a  classroom  —  offered 
even  less  privacy.  We  just  had  screens  between  our 
army  cots.  For  her  to  come  to  my  cell  would  have 
been  a  lot  more  risky.  We  talked  about  it  much  the 
way  that  lovers  in  the  world  who  don't  live  together 
talk  ^bout  where  to  spend  the  night.  Your  place  or 
mine,  honey?  Well,  I  guess  we  were  lovers  who  did 
and  didn't  live  together.  If  she  went  away  to  a 
conference  for  a  weekend,  I  was  devastated. 

Peg:  Sounds  pretty  intense. 

Rosemary:  Oh,  it  was.  After  we'd  been  lovers  for 
about  a  half  a  year,  I  was  sent  to  a  convent  in 
Minneapolis  for  the  summer  so  that  I  could  take 
courses  in  guidance  and  counseling.  S.  was  sent  to 
New  York  to  continue  work  on  her  doctorate.  I 
missed  her  desperately  and  thought  of  everything  I 
did  in  the  context  of  how  I  would  retell  it  in  my 
letters  to  her.  I  wrote  in  a  fine  script  on  onion  skin 
and  saved  my  bundle  of  pages  to  mail  once  a  week. 
Since  I  had  not  taken  final  vows,  my  letters  had  to  be 
submitted  to  the  superior  unsealed.  She  stamped 
and  sealed  outgoing  mail.  With  a  vow  of  poverty  I 
had  no  access  to  money  to  buy  stamps.  And 
spontaneous  phone  calls  were  out  of  the  question. 


Peg:  How  awful! 

Rosemary:  It  was  awful.  But  S.  had  secular  friends 
in  New  York.  I  could  call  her  collect  from  a  phone 
booth  at  a  designated  time,  and  then  she'd  call  me 
back.  It  took  weeks  of  planning  for  a  single  call.  You 
know,  I  still  have  her  letters  from  that  summer,  but  I 
haven't  looked  at  them  in  years.  Reading  them  even 
now  would  be  like  tearing  open  my  heart. 

Peg:  There  must  be  references  to  your  sexual  rela¬ 
tionship  in  the  letters? 

Rosemary:  Yes,  but  we  sublimated  all  that.  You 
know  how  lesbian  researchers  today  pore  over  let¬ 
ters  of  nineteenth  century  suspected  lesbians  look¬ 
ing  for  some  little  detail  that  will  reveal  that  the  two 
women's  passionate  attachment  was  sexual.  Our  let¬ 
ters  might  have  been  like  that.  I  know  we  didn't  use 
words  like  "lesbian"  or  "homosexual,"  and  I  don't 
think  we  had  any  words  for  sexual  activity  either. 

Peg:  I  remember  that  was  true  of  most  of  the  let¬ 
ters  I  exchanged  with  my  first  lover.  Today  they 
might  have  to  be  decoded. 

■  *| 

Rosemary:  You  know,  Frances  Doughty  has  a  slide 
show  about  American  lesbian  expatriates  in  Paris  in 
the  1920s  ("A  Family  of  Friends").  Frances  says  we 
should  all  be  careful  to  write  our  love  letters  on  good 
paper  and  make  them  unmistakably  explicit  for  the 
archivists  who  will  be  writing  about  our  lives  in  the 
future. 

Peg:  None  of  this  cheap  Woolworth  onionskin! 

Rosemary:  Right.  If  you're  planning  to  write  a  pas¬ 
sionate  love  letter,  please  do  it  on  thick  vellum.  In 
the  book  of  stories  by  lesbians  who  were  and  are  in 
convents,  Nancy  [Manahan]  and  I  are  preserving  our 
lesbian  past  that  might  otherwise  be  lost.  We're 
breaking  the  silence  doubly  so,  just  as  you  and  I  are 
doing  by  recording  this  conversation. 

Peg:  As  you  looked  around,  did  you  see  other 
couples? 

Rosemary:  Looking  back  with  my  present 
knowledge,  I'd  say  "Yes."  I  remember  two  older 
nuns,  English  professors  in  their  sixties  who  always 
walked  arm  in  arm  during  recreation.  Everyone 
thought  of  them  as  a  couple,  but  nobody  called 
them  lesbians.  They  had  a  romantic  friendship. 

Peg:  How  about  women  who  had  the  same  sexual 
charge  that  you  and  S.  had? 

Rosemary:  Well,  the  year  before  S.  came  to  the 
mission  where  we  lived  during  my  last  two  years  in 
the  convent,  I  had  a  strange  relationship  with  my  co¬ 
biology  teacher,  who  was  three  years  older  in  age 
and  religious  rank.  She  came  on  to  me  with  such  in¬ 
tensity  that  I  was  frightened  of  her.  The  first  week  I 
arrived  she  brought  special  treats  to  my  cell.  She 
took  me  down  to  the  refectory  at  odd  hours  for  ice 
cream.  Nobody  had  every  done  that  to  me,  and  I 
didn't  know  what  to  make  of  it. 

Peg:  She  was  in  love  with  you. 

Rosemary:  Once,  she  put  her  arms  around  me  and 
said,  "We'll  always  be  such  good  friends."  Our 
pledge  of  friendship  was  like  a  marriage  vow.  And 
then  later  we  actually  broke  up.  But  there  was 
nothing  overtly  sexual  between  us. 

Peg:  The  trouble  with  breaking  up  with  a  nun  is 
that  you  have  to  see  her  for  the  rest  of  your  life.  Did 
the  other  nuns  notice  that  you  and  your  particular 
friend  weren't  buddies  anymore? 

Rosemary:  Yes,  and  I  confided  in  an  older  nun, 
who  fancied  herself  an  ameteur  psychologist 
because  she'd  read  a  bunch  of  "Flow  to  Feel  OK" 
books,  about  my  breakup  with  J.  In  her  fashion,  she 
did  console  me. 

Peg:  Why  did  you  enter  the  convent? 

Rosemary:  I  believed  I  had  a  religious  vocation,  a 
calling  to  a  higher  life.  I  felt  special  because  God  had 
called  me  to  be  a  Bridge  of  Christ.  I  actually  felt  pity 
for  the.  friends  and  classmates  I  left  behind  because 
they  were  not  as  privileged. 


Rosemary:  That's  true. 

Peg:  Did  anyone  suspect  you? 


freaking  Silence 

i  about  convent  lesbians. 


Peg:  I  felt  that  way  all  through  high  school  and 
college  —  that  nuns  were  superior  people.  The  rest 
of  us  were  tolerated  because  babies  had  to  be 
made,  but  we  were  definitely  second  class. 

Rosemary:  That  Catholic  phobia  about  sexuality 
i^n't  particularly  a  fear  of  homosexuality  but  of  any 
kind  of  sexual  pleasure,  any  gratification  of  the 
senses.  I  wanted  to  cut  out  of  my  life  anything  I  say 
as  self-indulgent.  Mortification  of  the  flesh  was  quite 
attractive  to  me  for  that  reason.  If  they  had  told  me 
to  sleep  on  the  bare  floor  or  scourge  myself  with  a 
whip,  I  would  have  done  it  gleefully.  We  got  up  at  5 
a.m.  and  washed  in  icy  cold  water.  We  slept  on  thin 
mattresses  on  narrow  army  cots  in  cubicles  with  cur¬ 
tains  which  we  pulled  on  metal  rings  across  metal 
frames  to  enclose  the  cell  for  privacy. 

Peg:  You  called  it  a  cell?  That  sounds  so  austere 


Rosemary:  I  wanted  religious  life  to  be  as  different 
as  possible  from  the  life  I'd  left.  I  took  in  stride  then 
what  I  would  find  difficult  now  —  one  shower  and 
I  one  tub  bath  a  week,  for  example.  I  thought  of  my 
scapular  [the  loose  strip  of  cloth  hanging  front  and 
back  from  the  shoulders]  as  a  shietd .  We  kept  our 
hands  under  our  scapulars  and  our  eyes  lowered  as 
we  walked  at  a  measured  pace.  I  remember  what  ex¬ 
cruciating  patience  it  took  for  me  to  learn  to  slow 
down,  not  run  up  the  stairs.  Sometimes,  kneeling  for 
j  a  long  time,  I  mistook  the  numbness  of  my  body  for 
I  the  onset  of  a  mystical  experience. 

Peg:  Self-discipline? 

i  Rosemary:  Yes.  A  few  times  I  put  pebbles  in  my 
shoes  so  that  I  would  feel  discomfort  when  I  walked 
$  and  be  reminded  of  the  weakness  of  the  flesh.  For  a 
ong  time  in  the  noviatiate  I  wore  a  knotted  cord 
around  my  waist  because  it  dug  into  my  flesh.  I  don't 
ike  to  think  I  was  being  masochistic  because  that 
doesn't  appeal  to  me  at  all  now,  but  at  the  time  it 
seemed  a  good  think  —  a  way  of  atoning  for  my  sins 
and  everybody's  sins.  I  think  I  was  also  warding  off 
sexual  feelings.  I  remember  lying  in  my  bed  in  my 
cell  in  the  dormitory  when  I  was  a  postulant  [the 
year  before  the  noviatiate]  just  aching  for  the 
postulant  mistress  to  come  tuck  me  in  and  place  a 
very  tender,  very  motherly,  very  unsexual  kiss  on  my 
forehead,  just  that,  nothing  else.  Of  course  it  never 
happened.  I  was  ashamed  of  this  fantasy,  not 
because  it  was  sexual,  but  because  it  was  self- 
indulgent. 

Peg:  I  think  all  that  mortification  of  the  flesh  was 
a  male  thing.  Males  would  need  to  be  more  obsess¬ 
ed  with  keeping  a  sexual  organ  in  control.  Were 
your  choices  of  the  pebble  and  the  cord  suggeted 
by  a  spiritual  book  or  did  you  make  them  up? 

Rosemary:  I  made  them  up.  I  didn't  tell  anyone. 
But  of  course  I  worried  about  going  overboard  on 
penance  in  the  direction  of  spiritual  pride. 

Peg:  I  remember  very  well  that  whole  context  in 
which  mortification  of  the  flesh  was  positive  and 
appealing  —  not  masochistic,  as  it  seems  today. 

Rosemary:  It  seemed  a  necessary  behavior  then. 
But  I  think  you're  right  that  we  followed  a  male 
model  based  on  male  fears  of  sexuality  in  need  of 
restraint.  In  pornography  and  Silence,  Susan  Griffin 
makes  an  interesting  and  quite  accurate  comparison 
between  the  pornographic  and  the  monastic  im- 
pluse:  both  invovle  hatred  of  the  flesh  itself.  Of 
course,  I  was  striving  for  perfection.  I  wanted  to  be  a 
martyr.  Saint  Rose  of  Lima,  my  baptismal  patron, 
who  drank  dirty  dishwater  as  a  penance,  came  from 
a  wealthy  family  in  Peru.  When  she  decided  to  get 
serious  about  penance,  she  had  a  crown  of  thorns 
made  by  the  family  jeweler  out  of  solid  sterling 
silver.  That  amused  me  even  in  the  convent. 

Peg:  I've  never  heard  that  bit  of  RC  lore.  It 
reminds  me  of  class  differences.  It  must  have  been 
difficult  for  nuns  who  were  lovers  if  one  headed  a 
department  and  one  worked  in  the  scullery? 


in  the  hierarchical  structure  of  the  school  system. 
She  washead  of  her  department  and  a  published  poet 
while  we  were  together.  She  fanned  the  flames  of 
my  lust  for  contemporary  literature.  I  can't  imagine  a 
more  sexual  introduction  to  poetry.  My  sexual 
awakening  and  my  first  mature  enjoyment  of 
literature  are  forever  intermingled  in  my  con¬ 
sciousness.  Literature  became  a  daring  self- 
indulgence  for  me  because  biology  was  my 
academic  discipline  at  the  time. 

Peg:  We're  circling  back  to  mortification  of  the 
flesh! 

Rosemary:  Back  when  I  was  a  postulant,  I  ate  as  lit¬ 
tle  as  I  could  and  gave  away  whatever  special  treats 
we  were  given.  After  nine  months,  I  looked 
emaciated.  My  novice  mistress  tried  to  fatten  me  up 
by  forcing  me  to  drink  cream.  I  had  justified  my 
penitential  practices  as  punishment  for  my  sins,  even 
though  I  knew  I  wasn't  a  great  sinner.  I  almost  wish¬ 
ed  I  had  been  so  that  I  could  repent  gloriously. 

Peg:  I  remember  that  —  Mary  Magdalene  as  an 
ideal.  I  thought  I'd  never  be  as  wicked  as  she,  so  I'd 
never  be  able  to  repent  as  flamboyantly. 

Rosemary:  Oh,  yes.  Me,  too.  But  somehow  I  knew 
that  my  falling  in  love  with  nuns,  which  I  did  in  high 
school,  wasn't  all  right.  My  freshman  history  teacher 
encouraged  my  crush.  Another  girl  was  in  love  with 
her,  too.  On  weekends  we  toured  convents  hoping 
to  find  friendly  nuns  to  chat  with,  much  of  the  way 
my  daughter  who  is  now  the  same  age  I  was  then 
hangs  out  at  the  skating  rink  flirting  with  boys.  My  at¬ 
traction  for  nuns  was  pretty  obvious  even  to  my 
mother,  who  called  me  "queer”  on  my  sixteenth 
birthday. 

Peg:  How  did  you  feel  when  she  said  that? 

Rosemary:  I  thought  it  was  outrageous,  but  I  didn't 
quite  know  what  she  meant.  My  ignorance  pro¬ 
tected  me  from  my  mother's  attempts  to  instill 
homophobia.  When  I  was  growing  up  the  taboo 
against  homosexuality  created  such  a  blanket  of 
silence  that  I  wasn't  aware  that  loving  women  was 
any  danger  to  be  avoided.  My  innocence  freed  me 
from  guilt  about  my  feelings  —  the  guilt  that  seems 
so  much  a  part  of  many  coming  out  stories. 

Peg:  It  was  the  same  for  me.  We  just  weren't 
sophisticated.  Some  young  women  back  in  those 
days  who  were  more  aware  suffered  terribly  from 
the  psychiatrists  their  parents  sent  them  to.  They 
were  really  hounded.  Our  naivete  helped  us  to 
escape  a  certain  kind  of  persecution. 

Rosemary:  I  knew  my  high  school  crushes  were 
excessive,  and  so  I  concealed  them.  I  think  I  had  a 
crush  on  the  nun  who  clothed  me  on  Reception  Day 
[when  the  woman  is  received  into  a  religious  order]. 
The  ceremony  with  the  Gregorian  chant  Amo  Christi 
was  enough  to  set  the  most  chaste  breast  fluttering.  I 
think  that  was  the  happiest  day  of  my  life. 

Peg:  I  look  back  on  that  era  when  I  sat  through 
one  of  those  ceremonies  watching  the  woman  I  was 


The  anthology's  editors  Nancy  Manahan  (left) 
and  Rosemary  Curb  (center),  with  interviewer 
Peg  Cruikshank.  PHOTO:  Barbara  Hammer 


in  love  with  get  her  veil.  I  think  it  could  have  been  a 
hundred  years  ago,  for  all  the  ignorance  of  the  sex¬ 
ual  feelings  I  had. 

Rosemary:  The  rigidity  of  Roman  Catholic  doctrine 
depends  on  our  ignorance  of  sexuality  and  our 
alienation  from  our  bodies.  Strangely  enough,  a 
romantic  glow  still  lingers  in  my  memory  of  convent 
rituals:  the  mesmerizing  monotone  of  refectory 
reading  from  dailymartyrology  [the  histories  of  mar¬ 
tyrs];  the  serpentine  thread  of  dozens  of  candles 
through  air  thick  with  incense  in  liturgical  proces¬ 
sions;  the  drone  of  Gregorian  chant  in  unison.  I 
realize  that  the  romanticism  exists  only  in  my 
memory.  I  didn't  feel  it  at  the  time,  and  there's  no 
way  to  capture  it  now,  even  if  I  were  to  go  back  to 
the  motherhouse  for  a  visit. 


Rosemary  Curb  and  Nancy 
Manhan's  anthology  is  ten¬ 
tatively  titled  Lesbian  Nuns. 
Breaking  Silence  At  Last.  It  is 
tentatively  scheduled  for 
release  in  fall  of  1084  from 
Naiad  Press,  P.O.Box  10543, 
Tallahassee,  FL  32302. 


Rosemary:  I  think  that  bonding  would  be  as 
unlikely  in  the  convent  as  in  the  world.  Class 
stratification  still  exists  among  nuns.  My  lover  was 
above  me  not  just  in  age  and  religious  rank  but  also 
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Act  Against  Ageism 

Examining 

By  Barbara  Macdonald 

The  following  was  written  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  questionnarie  of  165 
questions  sent  to  me  by  a  universi¬ 
ty  women 's  center  that  is  develop¬ 
ing  a  service  for  lesbians  over  65.  / 
am  making  this  response  because 
of  the  ageism  that  pervades  the  en¬ 
tire  lesbian  community. 

A  Iso  at  this  moment  in  different 
sections  of  the  country,  lesbians 
are  beginning  to  explore  how  best 
of  offer  a  service  to  old  lesbians.  I 
am  concerned  that  we  may  be 
moved  to  act  before  we  put  out  the 
hard,  necessary  work  of  examining 
our  attitudes  towards  ageing. 

I  have  received  your  questionnaire  for  lesbians  over  65 
with  your  description  of  the  proposed  service,  and  I  am 
pleased  that  your  university  is  committed  to  dealing  with 
ageism  in  the  lesbian  community.  What  follows  is  not  so 
much  a  criticism  of  your  individual  effort,  but  of  the  lesbian 
community  and  our  own  years  of  neglect  of  the  older  lesbian 
and  our  unwillingness  to  recognize  and  work  on  our  own 
ageism  with  the  same  vigor  that  we  have  worked  to  eradicate 
sexism  and  racism.  Any  organization  with  the  courage  to 
start  must  inherit  the  problems  resulting  from  this  neglect 
—  neglect  by  the  women’s  movement  and  by  the  lesbian 
community.  The  problems  cited  here  are  ours,  not  yours. 

Your  service  promises  to  bring  older  lesbians  out  of  “their 
often  self-imposed  isolation  so  that  their  needs  can  be  met, 
their  problems  solved,  and  their  accomplishments  recogniz¬ 
ed  by  an  appropriate  service  organization.”  To  fulfil  this 
purpose,  you  foresee  providing  services  such  as  “sym¬ 
pathetic  visiting,”  “protective  escorts,”  “bereavement  sup¬ 
port,”  and  a  “congenial  meeting  site  for  those  lonely  and 
depressed,  where  they  can  make  new  social  contacts.” 

My  first  gut  response  is  to  say  that  as  an  old  lesbian,  I  do 
not  want  to  be  addressed  as  “them,”  1  don’t  want  my  prob¬ 
lems  solved  for  me,  I  don’t  want  sympathy,  and  I  don’t  want 
my  accomplishments  recognized  by  an  appropriate  service 
organization. 

Your  enclosure  clearly  implies  that  most  lesbians  over  65 
are  “incapacitated”  (a  word  that  insults  the  physically 
challenged  woman  of  any  age),  and  that  the  rest  of  us  are 
lonely,  depressed,  bereaved,  and  probably  need  advice 
about  our  wills.  Such  stereotyping  is  offensive  and 
segregating.  SAGE  [Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment]  in 
New  York  City  (the  model  for  your  proposed  organization) 
estimates  approximately  250  gay  men  and  women  go 
through  their  center  in  a  month.  Few  than  25  women  receive 
services  because  they  are  home-bound.  Many  lesbians  20, 
30,  and  40  years  old  are  physically  challenged  or  lonely  or 
depressed  or  bereaved  or  dying  of  cancer  and  need  advice 
about  wills.  Thus  it  seems  misleading  to  segregate  lesbians 
over  65  and  address  “them”  from  the  point  of  view  of 
“their”  neediness.  Why  just  us?  Why  not  set  up  a  service  for 
all  lesbians,  and  if  those  of  us  over  65  need  the  services  pro¬ 
vided  for  all,  we  will  use  them.  If  you  think  that  lesbians 
over  65  won’t  come  because  we  are  suffering  from  self- 
imposed  isolation,  just  put  a  few  old  lesbians  in  leadership 
roles,  along  with  lesbians^of  all  ages,  and  see  what  happens. 

It  is  not  my  intent  to  single  out  for  blame  either  your  agen¬ 
cy  or  SAGE.  The  description,  the  language  used,  is  all  too 
familiar,  and  could  be  used  to  describe  most  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional,  patch-up  services  found  in  the  larger  community. 
Publishing  such  descriptions  of  the  oppressed  group  as 
unable  to  meet  their  own  needsmaintainsthehierarchy  of  the 
service  organization  who  serves  them,  whether  they  do  so 
for  salaries,  grants,  recognition,  or  out  of  a  gratifying  spirit 
of  altruism  —  and  it  gives  the  service  organization  no  incen¬ 
tive  to  eliminate  the  sources  of  the  oppression. 

Is  that  the  best  that  the  lesbian  community  can  offer?  We 
are  a  small  community,  less  unwieldy  than  the  larger 
heterosexual  community,  less  rigid,  our  institutions  newer, 
more  flexible,  our  prejudices  (we  can  hope)  less  entrenched. 
We  have  both  the  vision  and  the  will  to  eradicate  prejudice 
at  the  source,  not  cover  it  up  or  patch  it  up.  Consciousness 
raising,  our  method  of  getting  at  the  source  of  prejudice,  has 
been  successful  in  making  inroads  into  our  sexism  and  our 
racism.  We  may  not  yet  have  been  able  to  effect  the  changes 
we  would  like  to  see  in  the  larger  community,  but  we  are  tak¬ 
ing  care  of  the  first  piece  of  business  —  the  sexism  and 
racism  in  ourselves.  Through  consciousness  raising,  we  have 
been  encouraged  to  feel  our  anger,  and  this  has  empowered 
us  to  take  charge  of  our  own  lives  and  to  enter  into  leader¬ 
ship. 

White  women  were  slower  to  recognize  our  own  racism  in 
the  women’s  movement  (and  in  the  lesbian  movement),  and 
we  made  a  lot  of  mistakes.  We  sat  in  workshops  and  large 
conferences  and  described  ourselves  as  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment.  We  talked  of  doing  something  about  racism.  We  went 
so  far  as  to  invite  a  few  militant  black  women  to  policy¬ 
making  meetings  as  speakers  to  explain  our  own  racism  to 
us.  And  when  these  few  women  refused  to  be  tokens,  we  said 
that  we  didn’t  know  any  other  women  of  color  and  we 
couldn’t  find  any. 

But  there  were  a  lot  of  mistakes  we  didn’t  make  in  dealing 
with  our  sexism  and  our  racism.  Even  though  we  recognized 
that  most  of  us  were  poor  and  deprived  of  opportunity,  we 
didn’t  follow  the  methods  of  the  larger  community  by 
gathering  old  clothes.  We  didn’t  set  up  groups  to  deliver 
turkeys  at  Christmas.  White  women  didn’t  approach  the 
problem  of  our  racism  by  setting  up  consciousness  raising 
groups  for  black  women.  White  women  didn’t  set  up 
women’s  centers  for  women  of  color  that  were  separate  but 
equal.  We  didn’t  tell  them  that  their  oppression  was  self- 
imposed  or  organize  bountiful  ladies  to  solve  their  problems 
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for  them. 

So  why  do  we  now  go  back  to  such  obsolete  methods  for 
solving  our  own  ageism?  Those  methods  breed  the  same 
evils  they  always  did  —  they  stereotype,  segregate, 
patronize,  and  stigmatize.  They  blame  the  victim,  then  hav¬ 
ing  blamed  her,  they  set  up  services  to  change  her,  solve  her 
problems  and  met  her  needs,  then  they  pity  her,  and  finally 
—  I  must  point  out  —  they  exploit  her. 

Even  with  the  best  of  intentions,  traditional  services  get 
caught  up  in  blaming  the  victim  because  the  success  or 
failure  of  the  service  depends  upon  producing  change.  The 
oppressor  is  very  resistant  to  change  and  is  often  unaware  of 
being  the  source  of  the  oppression.  But  the  oppressed  are 
much  more  vulnerable  to  intervention,  which  soon  gets 
equated  with  the  need  for  the  oppressed  to  change,  then 
somehow  this  is  equated  with  not  doing  it  right  —  like  “their 
self-imposed  isolation.” 

I  don’t  believe  the  oppression  of  Jews  or  people  of  color  is 
self-imposed.  And  I  don’t  think  my  oppression  as  an  old  les¬ 
bian.  I  have  no  difficulty  in  locating  the  sources  of  it  —  in 
the  larger,  patriarchal  society,  in  the  women’s  community, 

.  and  in  the  lesbian  community. 

Briefly,  let’s  examine  the  lesbian  movement  and  ask 
ourselves  some  questions.  How  many  lesbians  over  65  at¬ 
tend  rallies,  workshops,  readings?  How  many  over  60?  Over 
50?  Where  are  we?  Why  don’t  we  come?  Before  we  start 
blaming  the  victim  we  ought  to  first  ask,  “What  is  really 
there  for  older  women?” 

Let’s  look  at  our  publications.  I  subscribe  to  nine  —  three 
are  lesbian,  the  others  are  radical  feminist  journals  and 
newspapers.  I  know  of  only  one  that  has  pursued  an 
outrageous,  ovei- 65-year-old  lesbian  to  join  their  editorial 
staff  to  raise  their  consciousness  about  ageism  or  to  edit  out 
some  of  their  published  ageist  material. 

Your  enclosure  speaks  of  first  having  to  locate  and  get 
data  on  lesbians  over  65.  That  reminds  me  of  the  reasons  the 
all-white  women’s  movement  used  to  give  for  not  including 
black  women  in  our  planning  and  leadership  —  we  couldn’t 
find  any,  we  didn’t  know  any.  Only  now  as  we  begin  to  see 
able,  creative  women  of  color  throughout  the  lesbian  com- 
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The  foIliwii^PPfe  a  few  s|gj£|tions  for  working  on 
our  ageisni  jjj& 

1 .  Don’t  pxpecjjiuiat  older  women  are  there  to  serve  you 
because  you  are  younger — and  don 't  think  the  only  alter¬ 
native  is  for  you  to  serve  us. 

2.  Don’t  continue  to  say  “the  women’s  movement,” 
as  I  have  in  this  letter,  until  all  the  invisible  women  are 
present — all  races  and  cultures,  and  all  ages  of  races  and 
cultures. 

3.  Don’t  believe  you  are  complimenting  an  older 
woman  by  letting  her  know  that  you  think  she  is  “dif¬ 
ferent  from”  (more  fun,  more  gutsy,  more  interesting 
than)  other  old  women.  To  accept  the  compliment,  she 
has  to  join  in  your  rejection  of  old  women. 

4.  Don’t  point  out  to  an  old  woman  how  strong  she  is, 
how  she  is  more  capable  in  certain  situations  than  you 
are.  Not  only  is  this  patronizing,  but  the  implication  is 
that  you  admire  the  way  she  does  not  show  her  age,  and  it 
follows  that  you  do  not  admire  the  ways  in  , which  she 
does,  or  soon  will,  show  her  age. 

5.  If  an  old  woman  talks  about  arthritis  or  cataracts, 
don’t  think  old  women  are  constantly  complaining.  We 
are  just  trying  to  get  a  word  in  edgewise  while  you  talk 
and  write  endlessly  about  abortions,  contraception,  pre¬ 
menstrual  syndromes,  toxic  shock,  or  turkey  basters. 

6.  Don’t  feel  guilty.  You  will  then  avoid  us  because  you 
are  afraid  we  might  become  dependent  and  you  know 
you  can’t  meet  our  needs.  Don’t  burden  us  with  your 
idea  of  dependency  and  your  idea  of  obligation. 

7.  By  the  year  2000,  approximately  one  out  of  every 
four  adults  will  be  over  50,  and  the  marketplace  is  ready 
now  to  present  a  new  public  image  of  the  aging 
American,  just  as  it  developed  an  image  of  American 
youth  and  the  “youth  movement”  at  a  time  when  a 
larger  section  of  the  population  was  young.  Don’t  trust 
the  glossy  images  that  are  about  to  bombard  you  in  the 
media.  In  order  to  sell  products  to  a  burgeoning  popula¬ 
tion  of  older  women,  they  will  tell  you  that  we  are  all 
white,  comfortable  middle  class,  and  able  to  “pass”  if 
we  just  use  enough  creams  and  hair  dyes.  Old  women  are 
the  single  poorest  minority  group  in  this  country.  Only 
ageism  makes  us  feel  a  need  to  pass. 

8.  Don’t  think  that  an  old  woman  has  always  been  old. 
She  is  in  the  process  of  discovering  what  70,  80,  and  90 
mean.  As  more  and  more  old  women  talk  and  write 
about  the  reality  of  this  process,  in  a  world  that  negates 
us,  we  will  discover  how  revolutionary  that  is. 

9.  Don’t  assume  that  every  old  woman  is  not  ageist. 
Don’t  assume  that  I’m  not. 

10.  If  you  have  insights  you  can  bring  to  bear  from 
your  racial  background  or  ethnic  culture — bring  them. 
We  need  to  pool  all  of  our  resources  to  deal  with  this 
issue.  But  don’t  talk  about  your  grandmother  as  the 
bearer  of  your  culture — don’t  objectify  her.  Don’t  make 
her  a  museum  piece  or  a  woman  whose  value  is  that  she 
has  sacrificed  and  continues  to  sacrifice  on  your  behalf. 
Tell  us  how  she  is  now,  a  woman  in  process. 

1  wish  you  luck  in  your  beginning.  We  are  all  begin¬ 
ning. 


munity,  are  white  women  forced  to  recognize  that  they  were 
always  there  but  we  had  made  them  invisible. 

The  Second  Wave  recently  ran  an  ad  saying  that  they 
wished  to  add  women  of  color  to  their  collective,  which  they 
described  as  “diverse  in  our  class  backgrounds  and  ages.”  I 
called  to  find  out  about  the  older  women  and  learned  that 
they  had  one  woman  who  was  3 1  and  that  they  had  once  had 
a  woman  who  was  40.  That’s  invisibility. 

The  women  of  The  Second  Wave  didn’t  come  by  this 
curious  notion  of  age  on  their  own.  Probably  one  of  their 
earliest  impressions  of  what  the  women’s  movement  is  all 
about  would  have  come  from  Sisterhood  is  Powerful,  edited 
by  Robin  Morgan  in  1970,  which  included  44  articles  and  14 
poems  on  all  aspects  of  women’s  oppression.  This  very  ex¬ 
cellent  anthology  has  one  article  on  ageism,  “It  Hurts  To  Be 
Alive  and  Obsolete:The  Aging  Woman,”  by  Zoe  Moss. 
Moss  writes:  “I  am  bitter  and  frustrated  and  wasted,  but 
don’t  you  pretend  for  a  moment  as  you  look  at  me,  forty- 
three,  fat  and  looking  exactly  my  age,  that  I  am  not  as  alive 
as  you  are  and  that  I  do  not  suffer  from  the  category  into 
which  you  are  forcing  me.”  Should  we  be  surprised  that  The 
Second  Wave  felt  they  had  an  ageing  woman  in  their 
collective? 

A  look  at  some  of  the  more  recent  issues  of  lesbian 
publications  shows  the  need  for  the  active  participation  of 
lesbians  over  65  on  their  editorial  staffs.  By  far  the  most 
glaring  offense  of  almost  all  of  them  is  the  omission  of  any 
articles  that  address  old  lesbians.  But  the  editors  also  need  to 
become  more  aware  of  the  unconscious  ageism  in  the 
material  they  publish.  For  example,  in  a  dialogue  in  Condi¬ 
tions  8,  Barbara  Kerr  explains:  “I  went  to  live  with  my 
seventy-year-old  grandmother.  She  was  not  the  sweet-little- 
old-lady  type.”  Such  stereotyping  is  offensive  to  me; 
perhaps  the  offensiveness  will  become  more  evident  if  you 
substitute  Jew  or  black  type  —  “the  aggressive,  rich  Jew 
type  ”  or  “the  happy-go-lucky  black  type”  —  stereotypes 
this  collective  would  never  be  guilty  of. 

In  Sinister  Wisdom  #  19,  “Nadene  Pagan’s  Last  Letter 
Home,”  by  Judith  Katz,  the  assumption  that  Nadene 
makes  —  that  her  mother  exists  solely  to  serve  as  a  witness 
to  her  daughter’s  bravery  and  heroism  —  perpetuates  at¬ 
titudes  -that  are  destructive  to  older  women,  as  I  trjed  to 
show  in  my  reply  in  issue  #21. 

A  letter  published  in  Lesbian  Lives /CommonLivest!  4  I 
find  much  more  serious,  because  it  is  written  by  one  of  the 
editors  and  published  as  a  model  for  other  lesbians  to  use.  I 
refer  to  “Dear  Aunt  Ethel,”  by  Carol  Rising.  The  attitude 
of  this  40-year-old  dyke  toward  her  80-year-old  aunt,  who 
she  hopes  will  send  her  $50,000,  is  exploitative  and  insulting 
and  renders  the  older  woman  invisible.  I  find  it  incom¬ 
prehensible  that  the  editors  were  so  insensitive  as  to  publish 
it. 

Stereotyping  and  segregation  do  not  just  end  with  inno¬ 
cent,  unconscious  prejudice.  (We  segregated  blacks  in  this 
country  and  exploited  their  labor.  We  segregated  Japanese 
during  World  War  II,  and  then  took  their  lands,  and  their 
other  property.)  Stereotyping  and  segregation  eventually 
lead  to  exploitation.  I  begin  to  see  the  signs  of  this  in  the 
lesbian  community. 

Carol  Rising’s  model  letter  suggests  to  lesbians  that  they 
write  old  women  relatives  for  money  and  that  old  women 
relatives  include  them  in  their  wills.  But  Carol  Rising  is  not 
alone  in  this.  Your  own  proposed  organization  offers  to 
help  old  lesbians  with  their  wills,  and  your  questionnaire 
asks  the  old  lesbian  to  list  the  amount  of  her  income  and  the 
sources.  I  make  no  accusation.  But  when  I  then  find  that 
SAGE  sends  out  flyers  to  the  membership  saying,  “You 
can  also  support  SAGE,  Inc.,  by  including  us  in  your  will,” 
along  with  the  suggested  wording  for  such  a  bequest  —  it  is 
time  for  the  entire  lesbian  community  to  take  a  good  look 
at  what  we  are  doing. 

It  is  not  any  of  the  particulars  of  your  service  that  I  ob¬ 
ject  to.  Lesbians  of  all  ages  are  homebound,  sick,  dying, 
and  certainly  that  is  also  true  of  lesbians  over  65.  Lesbians 
of  any  age  can  be  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  tomor¬ 
row,  and  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  providing  legal  ser¬ 
vices  to  advise  all  lesbians  about  their  wills  and  to  remind 
lesbians  of  the  needs  of  the  lesbian  community  in  making 
out  their  wills.  My  objection  to  your  service  is  only  in  the 
segregated  way  you  are  beginning  and  the  implications  that 
lesbians  over  65  that  can  be  drawn  from  such  a  beginning. 

I  can  support  a  strong  organization,  coordinated  out  of 
your  university,  committed  to  stamping  out  ageism  in  the 
lesbian  community  —  a  community  that  is  contributing  to 
the  “loneliness  and  depression”  of  the  old  lesbians  that  you 
speak  of.  If  your  organization  is  committed  to  empowering 
old  lesbians,  working  actively  to  make  us  visible  in  posi¬ 
tions  of  leadership,  you  won’t  need  to  “locate  them"  and 
“gather  descriptive  data  about  them,”  you  will  know  us. 

As  a  beginning,  I  would  suggest  that  your  university 
women’s  center: 

1.  Organize  consciousness  raising  groups,  a  process  in 
which  old  lesbians  should  be  visible.  The  women’s  move¬ 
ment  has  given  lip  service  to  opposing  ageism,  but  no  real 
work  has  ever  been  done  to  raise  the  consciousness  of 
women  about  ageism  enough  for  us  to  even  recognize  it. 

2.  Take  leadership  in  insisting  that  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Women’s  Studies  devote  an  annual  meeting  to  the 
issue  and  commit  themselves  to  long-range  plans  for  com¬ 
batting  ageism  in  every  field  of  study. 

3.  Set  up  ongoing  group  assigned  to  monitoring  feminist 
and  lesbian  publications  and  to  addressing  the  editors,  re¬ 
questing  retractions  of  published  ageist  material.  Not  only 
would  staffs  become  more  aware,  but  the  publishing  of 
such  letters  would  increase  the  awareness  of  a  much  larger 
population  —  their  readers. 
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Dance - 

Men  Together 

Intimate  Dances 


Men  Together:  A  Gay  Men’s 
Dance  Company.  Sponsored  by 
The  Glines  A  i  ts  Center,  New  York 
City.  March  23  through  27. 

Bv  Stephan  Cohen 

One  ambles  down  a  street  of 
brownstones  in  midtown  Manhat¬ 
tan,  wondering  where  #336  is 
located  and  what  sort  of  theater 
space  it  is.  The  block  does  not  have 
the  look  of  a  theater  district.  Once 
inside  the  entrance,  gay  men 
abound,  talking  and  sipping 
drinks;  the  scene  conveys  warmth 
and  relaxation,  and  for  me  definite 
anticipation. 

The  event  is  a  performance  by 
Men  Together,  a  Gay  Men’s 
Dance  Company  under  the  artistic 
direction  of  Roger  Tolle.  The  gay 
man  as  a  performing  artist  is  hard¬ 
ly  a  new  phenomenon;  but  gay 
men  establishing  a  gay  context  and 
identity  in  dance  is  a  break¬ 
through. 

The  first  piece,  “Glade,” 
choreographed  by  Jeff  Duncan  in 
1970,  opens  with  two  men  en¬ 
twined  on  the  floor,  scantily  clad 
in  leather  dance  belts  augmented 
with  twists  of  leather.  Their  arms 
reach  upwards  and  meet  in  a  ges¬ 
ture  that  implies  tentative  union. 
One  dancer  grasps  his  partner, 
who  from  a  prone  position  arches 
his  back,  slowly  unfolding  his  head 
and  upper  torso  backwards  to  the 
audience.  The  dance  explores  the 
two  men’s  discovery  of  each  other 
and  their  own  sexual  natures. 
Some  of  the  movement  is  quite 
lovely  and  yet,  the  dance,  in  large 
part,  fails  to  move  beyond  a  super¬ 
ficial  sexuality. 

Where  is  the  joy  of  self¬ 
acceptance  and  the  passion  of  two 
men’s  union?  When  the  dancers 
thump  their  feet  and  move 
diagonally  past  each  other,  are 
they  exploring  the  possibilities  of 
the  relationship?  One  dancer 
rushes  across  the  stage  and 
catapults  himself  onto  the  other; 
luscious  embraces  transpire  but  the 
journey  feels  fragmented.  Perhaps 
the  two  dancers  join  prematurely 
in  that  first  moment  of  entwined 
hands. 

The  dance’s  resolution  is  op¬ 
timistic.  One  dancer  supports  the 
other  in  a  tilt.  The  supported  lover 
extends  his  leg  three  times  as  he 
reaches  out  from  their  physical 
embrace  and  marks  their  present 
and  potential  achievement. 

In  the  second  piece,  Tom 
Keegan  and  Davidson  Lloyd  create 
a  theater  skit  of  gay  relationships, 
(heirs  in  particular.  The  piece 
rings  true,  but  is  is  not  deeply 
analytical.  The  two  men  employ  a 
post-modern  approach  to  move¬ 
ment  that  perfectly  suits  the  work. 
Unrealistic  and  unfulfilled  expec¬ 
tations  weaken  the  foundation 
upon  which  their  emotional  house 
is  built.  At  one  point,  while 
preparing  a  fruit  salad,  one  ac¬ 
cuses  the  other  of  not  listening, 
each  of  them  slashing  away  at 
pineapples  and  a  banana  and 
gesticulating  with  formidable 
looking  knives.  The  second  en¬ 
quires,  “What  did  you  say?,” 
leaving  the  first  in  a  state  of  total 
tongue-tied  frustration.  The  house 
frame  hovering  just  above  the 
stage  floor  does  indeed  eventually 
come  crashing  down  as  the 
frustrated  lover  slams  his  knife  in¬ 
to  the  supporting  rope.  One  of  the 
lovers  spray  paints  on  a  backdrop 
the  piece’s  title,  “I’ll  Love  You 
Forever.”  “Or  At  Least  Until 
Monday,”  the  other  spray  paints 
in  response. 

“Walls,”  created  by  Paco  Gar¬ 
cia,  begins  with  a  chant  that 
sounds  like  “Come  out  to  the 
children,”  or  perhaps  “come  out 
children.”  The  dance’s  message 
according  to  the  program  is  that 
coming  out  will  “tear  down  the 
walls  of  hatred  and  misunder¬ 
standing.”  The  chant  permeates 


the  air  as  the  lights  come  up  on 
four  men  individually  posed  at  the 
rear  of  the  stage.  Each  turns  se¬ 
quentially  to  the  next,  laying  a 
hand  on  his  shoulder.  The  chant 
builds  in  tension.  Moments  which 
stick  in  my  mind  are  those  in  which 
the  men  draw  together,  once  in  a 
circle  compassionately  touching 
and  once  at  the  end  of  the  piece  as 
the  four  dancers  line  up  spoon 
fashion  and  sink  into  each  other. 

The  highlights  of  the  program 
are  the  “Intimate  Voices:  Duet 
and  Trio.”  These  dances  choreo¬ 
graphed  by  Roger  Tolle  explore 
the  many  permutations  intimacy 
takes  between  gay  men.  In  the 
duet,  Tolle  and  Ronald  Dabney 
lovingly  sing  to  each  other  while 
posed  diagonally  across  from  one 
another.  Slowly,  inexorably,  they 
gravitate  towards  each  other,  roll¬ 
ing  up  their  shirt  sleeves  with  each 
step.  They  cradle  one  another  in 
poses  of  fetal  protectiveness  and 
counterbalancing  strength.  Tolle 
leans  over  backwards,  pressing  his 
arms  and  legs  into  the  floor,  and 
offers  his  body  as  a  platform  to 
Dabney.  He  gently  rocks  back  and 
forth  and  then  the  two  flow  into  a 
new  position  where  the  cradler  is 
rocked  in  turn.  The  dance  is  lush 
with  warmth  and  vulnerability. 
Through  it  runs  an  underlying 
sense  of  calm  strength.  Ronald 
Dabney  moves  with  sinuous  grace, 
his  turns  are  sure  and  flowing. 

In  “Intimate  Voices:  Trio,” 
Tolle  observes  the  sexual  antics  of 
first  one  and  then  a  different, 
young  man.  The  first  man,  John 
Torre,  sidesteps  across  the  back  of 
the  stage,  his  back  towards  the  au¬ 
dience,  feinting  and  gesturing, 
thrusting  his  pelvis  towards  some 
unseen  sexual  partner,  moaning, 
arching  up  on  his  toes.  The  se¬ 
cond,  Long  Nguyen,  slithers  step 
by  step  along  the  same  pathway, 
uttering  high-pitched  moans  of 
desire.  Tolle  the  observer  becomes 
a  participant  in  the  drama.  Cavor¬ 
ting  with  one  and  then  the  other  in 
acrobatic  poses,  he  is  abandoned 
grieving  onstage.  Then  the  two 


playmates  gleefully  dart  back, 
decked  out  in  pink  streamers,  and 
sounding  like  two  of  the  campiest 
and  craziest  Italian  queens 
fathomable.  In  the  bustle  they  at¬ 
tack  streamers  to  Tolle’s  wrists  as 
well,  whereupon  the  three  throw 
up  their  arms  in  abandon,  hurtle 
themselves  about  en  masse,  punc¬ 
tuating  their  runs  with  a  crescendo 
of  shrieks  (outlandish  colors  seem 
to  be  a  favorite)  only  to  repeat 
their  shrieks  and  motions  again, 
much  to  the  audience’s  delight. 

“Ballroom,”  created  by  Juan 
Crovetto  and  danced  by  the  entire 
company,  offers  us  gay  images  we 
missed  from  our  childhoods.  The 
dancers  lineup,  backs  to  the  au¬ 
dience,  cheek  to  cheek,  wearing 
only  their  dance  belts.  They  turn 
and  strut  in  line  downstage  and 
back,  proceeding  to  strip  tease  in 
reverse.  When  the  tuxedos  are  on, 
the  men  kick  up  their  heels  in  a 
zany,  Rockettes  line  formation. 
Men  partner  each  other  in  a  ball¬ 
room  sequence,  not  quite  tongue 
in  cheek.  Men  prance  about  look¬ 
ing  the  part  of  countless  Holly¬ 
wood  musicals.  It  was  delightful, 
but  too  subdued.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Long  Nguyen  (and  inter¬ 
mittently  several  others)  who  was 
quite  coy,  the  cast  needs  to  play 
this  piece  up  with  relish. 

Men  Together,  although  still  a 
fledgling  company,  demonstrates 
its  potential  for  performance  rich 
in  emotion  and  maturity.  Roger 
Tolle  and  Ronald  Dabney  convey 
a  sense  of  harmony  and  tender¬ 
ness.  They  are  attuned  to  each 
other  and  the  audience  is  drawn  in. 
The  company  is  smooth  in  ensem¬ 
ble  work,  yet  sometimes  misses  the 
conviction  in  movement  that 
sparks  life  in  a  dance  and  in  the 
viewer.  The  choreographers  and 
dancers  of  Men  Together  have 
taken  a  significant  step  in  expan¬ 
ding  the  province  of  dance.  Gay 
identified  dancers  creating  gay 
identified  dance  is  an  empowering 
experience  for  us  all.  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  more. 


Amherst  16.  Dartmouth  0 
Beantown  B's  4.  Albany  Law  0 
Boston  B  s  12.  Williams  0 
B  U  12,  Rutgers  3 
Cornell  8,  Albany  Law  0 
Hartford  Wild  Roses  A  Side  75. 

Mt  Holyoke  0 

Harvard/Radcliff  8.  M  I  T.  0 
Holy  Cross  32.  Providence  College  0 
Middlebury  26.  Amherst  0 
Portland  3.  U.M  O.  0 
Rhode  Island  18.  Mt  Holyoke  0 
Tutts  8.  Brown  4 

Valley  Women  A  s  34.  Dartmouth  A  s  0 
Valley  Women  B  s  20.  Dartmouth  B  s  0 
Valley  Women  B's  16.  Vassar  0 


The  Northeast  Regional  Tour- 
rvament,  sponsored  by  the 
Eastern  Rugby  Football  Union, 
was  played  this  past  weekend  in 
snowly  Albany,  N  Y.  Four  sides 
competed.  three  teams 
representing  their  regional 
unions,  and  one  team  being  a 
wild  card  draw  Beantown.  the 
N.E.R.F.U.  entry  and  eventual 
winner,  posted  victories  over 
Montclair  (Metropolitan  New 
York)  72  0.  and  Boston  A  s  (Wild 
Card)  14  0  in  the  finals.  Boston 
As  placing  second,  earlier 
defeated  Cortland  (Upstate  New 
York)  in  the  first  round.  8-0. 


If  you  would  like  to  see  your 
women's  rugby  scores  listed  here 
each  week,  please  call  Hershey  at 
(617)  426-4469  on  Monday  or  Tues¬ 
day. 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

1  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  021  lb 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon-Thurs  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat  9am  2pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 


Services  Include 


•  Specialty  care  nclubing  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay  and  lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

•  You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis  &  treatment  of  sexually 
transmitted  disreases 


12  YEARfe  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBI AN  COMMUNITY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


ACTIVE,  SHORT-TERM  THERAPY  FOR 

RELATIONSHIP  ISSUES 

Serving  the  community  since  1976. 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress 
toward  specific  goals. 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


bet 


behavior  45  Newbury  Street.  Boston 
0&60CI0TC5  Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

Attorneys  at  law 


•  Relationship  C  \>nt rai  o 

•  Wills 

•  Domes! k  Relations 

•  ( \irporate  Matters 


•  Immigration 

•  Cavil  N.  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Real  Estate  I  ransai  turns 

•  Estate  Planning 


Two  Park  Square* Boston,  Massai  luiselts  02  I  lb 

b  1 7-42b-2020 


DIABETIC  DELIBERATIONS 

DIABFTIC  COUNSELING  BV  A  DIABETIC 
•  ENLIGHTENED  SELF  MANAGEMENT 
.  EMOTIONAL  LIBERATION 

PEGGY  KAPLAN  (617)  492  8444 


Patronize  Our 
Advertisers 


it's  hard  to  ask  for  help 

when  you're  depressed  .  .  .  when  your 
relationship  is  in  trouble  .  .  .  when  you're 
worried  about  drugs  or  drinking  .  .  .  when 
your  life  is  out  of  control 
help  is  available. 

MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383. 
offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 
LICENSED  THERAPIST 

Individual  and 
Relationship  Issues 
Special  Interest  and 
Experience 
Working  With 
Black  Men  and  Women 

482-0557  By  Appointment 
Insurance  Accepted 


HEALTH  TIP 

WHEN  TROUBLED  AND 
UPSET  ASK  YOURSELF 
"WHAT  WILL  SERVE  ME 
BEST?” 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  MS 

Licensed  Therapist 

745-7029 

Salem  +  Boston  Offices 

INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
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Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 

Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Individual  Psychotherapy  Couples  Counseling 
Stress/Anxiety  Reduction  Relief  from  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 

(617)  246-3275 

2  Park  Squre,  Boston,  MA 
339  Salem  Street,  Wakefield,  MA 


•  WORKERS*  COMPENSATION  •  DIVORCE 

•  DISCRIMINATION  •  REAL  ESTATE 

.  CRIMINAL  •  MILITARY  •  IMMIGRATION 

•  ACCIDENTS  •  TENANTS 


Referrals  to  lawyers  who 
charge  reasonable  rates  based 
on  your  income. 


THE  NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
14  Beacon  Street,  Suite  407  •  Boston  MA  0/ iO? 


(617)  227-7008  •  MONDAY-FRIDAY  •  1-5  PM 


Expanding  Worldviews 


By  Sue  Hyde 

When  I  slip  into  cynicism  with  a 
hard  edge,  I  know  I’m  burning  out 
on  my  work  and  life.  The  very  best 
thing  for  what  ails  me  is  a  long 
tropical  vacation — hot  days  on  the 
beach  punctuated  by  dips  in  azure 
seas,  languid  nights  with  cool  beers 
and  warm  lovely  women.  Such 
luxuries,  though,  happen  rarely  in 
my  life  and  so,  by  necessity,  I’ve 
discovered  some  alternative  me- 
dicinals.  One  of  my  prescriptions 
for  burnout  is  a  Holly  Near  con¬ 
cert.  On  April  10, 1  walked  into  the 
Berklee  Performance  Center 
knowing  that  by  the  end  of  the 
evening,  my  internal  wrinkles 
would  be  ironed  out. 

Near  shared  the  bill  with  Ronnie 
Gilbert  and  the  music  was  inter¬ 
preted  for  the  hearing  impaired  by 
Susan  Freundlich.  On  piano  was 
the  incomparable  Jeff  Langley. 
Wow!  Jeff  Langley!!  He  had 
played  with  Near  in  1975,  the  first 
time  1  saw  her.  I  was  impressed 
with  his  versatility  and  precision 
on  the  piano,  but  I  never  saw  them 
together  again.  As  Holly  toured 
with  all  her  other  pianists,  ac¬ 
complished  musicians  though  they 
are,  I  wanted  to  see  her  with 
Langley,  who  gives  her  the  space 
and  context  for  her  sometimes 
convoluted  lyrics.  My  wish  had 
come  true,  there  he  was,  blond 
musical  translucence  at  the  piano. 

Near  and  Gilbert  began  with  a 
duet  medley  of  signature  pieces,  a 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 


ISSUES  IN 

RADICAL  THERAPY 


focuses  on  such  topics  as: 

•  Alternative  Therapeutic  Techniques 

•  Small  Group  Process 

•  New  Directions  in  Psychological  Research 

•  International  Psychiatry 

•  Contract  Therapy 

•  The  Political  Implications  of  Psychiatric  Treatment 

•  Critical  Theory 

•  Feminism 

•  Sexism,  Racism,  Classism 

•  Lesbian/Gay  Issues 

•  Community  Organizing 

•  Theorists  —  from  Freud  to  Fanon 

A  Journal  of  Alternative  Therapy  and  New  Politics 
For  Our  Time 

Quarterly:  $7  individuals.  $18  institutions 
Add  $3  (U.S.)  for  foreign  subscriptions 

Send  to: 

ISSUES  IN  RADICAL  THERAPY 

r.r.  n 

Springfield,  IL  62707 


GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 


Individual  &  Couples 
Psychotherapy 


Sliding  Fee 
Insurance  Accepted 


Charles  F.  Hannagan,  M.A. 
262-4194 


TAX  PREPARATION 
AND  PLANNING 

FINANCIAL  COUNSELING 


© 


MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

8  RICHARD  AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  02140 
492-4234 


5 0 


Feeling  lonely  or  depressed 
but  afraid  of  being  close? 

Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don’t  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  pro¬ 
gressive  approach  to  people’s 
everyday  problems. 

The  Boston  Institute  for 
Social  Therapy  and  Research 


sliding  scale 


524-7710 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


sort  of  retrospective  of  their 
musical  histories.  They  finished 
with  a  flourish — facing  each  other 
and  singing  Near’s  “Something 
About  the  Women.”  They  fol¬ 
lowed  the  medley  with  Woody 
Guthrie’s  “Pastures  of  Plenty” 
and  then  sane  Walter  Robinson’s 
“Harriet  Tubman.” 

Throughout  the  evening.  Near 
and  Gilbert  alternated  in  solo  and 
duet  work.  During  the  opening 
duet,  1  was  worried  about  their 
voices,  which  just  didn’t  sound 
very  good  together.  I  checked  it 
out  with  my  friend,  who  unlike 
me,  can  and  does  carry  a  tune,  and 
she  confirmed  my  recoiling  ears. 
The  problem,  she  explained,  was 
that  their  vibratos  were  at  odds 
with  each  other.  Dueling  vibratos 
wasn’t  what  1  had  in  mind,  but 
somewhere  in  the  first  set,  they 
started  to  sound  better  and  by  the 
end  of  the  show,  1  had  no  com¬ 
plaints  about  their  voices  together. 


to  the  third  world  to  cut  labor 
costs.  Near  countered  this  with  a 
solid  rendition  of  the  army  song 
from  Brecht’s  “Three  Penny 
Opera.” 

The  lights  went  down  on  Gilbert 
ranting  and  raving  about  surviving 
nuclear  war.  The  stage  was  relit 
and  Holly  sang  her  song,  “Family 
Promise,”  written  to  her  baby 
nephew.  It’s  a  pledge  to  the  next 
generations,  and  to  ourselves,  to 
“disarm  every  nuclear  nation, 
while  we’re  alive.” 

The  second  set  opened  with 
Near,  Gilbert  and  the  audience 
singing  “Goodnight  Irene,”  one 
of  the  very  first  songs  to  be 
popularized  by  the  Weavers. 

Holly  delivered  a  funny  mono¬ 
logue  on  love  problems  and  gave 
us  a  rousing,  upbeat  medley  of 
love  songs  in  heavy  cabaret  style. 
She  began  and  ended  with  “Stor¬ 
my  Weather,”  and  included  tunes 
like  “Come  Rain  or  Shine,” 


Holly  Near  and  Ronnie  Gilbert  belt  it  out. 


Gilbert’s  solo  work  contrasted 
well  with  Near’s  and  made  for 
some  noticeable  and  sharp  mood 
swings,  not  unpleasant  at  all,  just 
very  diferent  from  the  usual  Near 
concert.  A  folk  singer  and  actress 
by  trade,  Gilbert  has  been  active 
on  the  political  and  left  scene  for 
her  entire  life.  Born  in  1926  to 
Jewish  immigrant  garment  worker 
parents  in  New  York  City,  she  was 
immersed  in  an  intensely  idealistic 
and  radical  atmosphere,  according 
to  the  program  booklet.  She  is 
most  widely  recognized  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Weavers  and  her  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  set  list  were  reflec¬ 
tive  of  that.  Some  of  her  solo  selec¬ 
tions  included  a  song  about  Julius 
and  Ethel  Rosenberg;  a  song  about 
the  Spanish  Civil  War  sung  in 
Spanish,  a  lovely  and  sardonic 
song  about  older  folks  breaking 
out  of  their  isolation  to  play  cards 
and  pool  and  music  with  each 
other.  Gilbert  was  light  on  her  feet 
and  light  in  her  heart.  She  so  ob¬ 
viously  enjoyed  every  second  of 
the  concert  that  only  the  most 
stubborn  crab  could  not  have  been 
warmed  by  her  charm. 

Near  sang  some  old  and  new 
familiar  tunes — “Started  Out 
Fine,”  “No  More  Genocide,” 
“Fight  Back,”  “Unity,”  and 
“Singing  for  our  Lives” — and 
pulled  some  new  material  out  of 
her  hat  as  well.  She  sang  a  song 
written  by  her  and  Langley  that  is 
an  amusing  look  at  two  women, 
each  of  whom  is  getting  dressed 
for  her  date  with  the  other.  They 
are  one  butch  and  one  femme  and 
both  sing,  “Nothing  less  than  a 
perfect  night  will  do.”  At  the  end 
of  the  song,  when  they  tell  a  lech¬ 
erous  man  that  they  are  not  alone, 
but  with  each  other,  the  mostly 
dyke  audience  hooted  and  cheered. 

Just  before  intermission,  Gil¬ 
bert  and  Near  combined  for  an 
anti-militarism  skit  and  song. 
Gilbert ,  who’s  acted  extensively  on 
and  off  Broadway,  played  a  stere¬ 
otypical  military-industrialist  fat- 
cat.  She  growled  about  manipulat¬ 
ing  markets  and  moving  job  sites 


“After  You’re  Gone,”  “People 
Will  Say  We’re  In  Love”  and  “For 
Me  and  My  Gal.” 

Near  and  Gilbert  closed  the 
show  with  “Hay  Una  Mujer”  and 
a  tune,  sung  to  each  other,  about 
how  lucky  they  are  to  be  them.  The 
audience,  feeling  lucky  to  be  there, 
too,  gave  them  an  enthusiastic- 
standing  ovation  and,  without  too 
much  coaxing,  they  returned  to  do 
“Unity”  and  “Singing  For  Our 
Lives.” 

Holly’s  rap  about  the  gay/les¬ 
bian  verse  of  her  Harvey  Milk 
memorial  song  gets  better  every 
time  1  hear  it.  This  evening,  she 
said,  “If  you  sing  on  this  verse,  the 
person  sitting  next  to  you  may 
think  you’re  gay.  Just  in  case 
you’re  not,  that’s  an  error,  but  not 
an  insult. 

The  audience  still  wasn’t  fin-- 
ished,  though.  They  cheered  the 
singers  back  to  the  stage  for  a  final 
song,  Bernice  Reagon’s  haunting 
and  insistent  “Biko.” 

From  first  song  to  last,  the 
technical  and  production  aspects 
of  the  show  were  flawless.  The 
sound  equipment  was  unnoticea- 
ble  and  the  lighting  was  effective 
and  subtle  on  the  small  stage. 

This  concert,  produced  by  and 
benefitting  the  Mobilization  for 
Survival,  brought  together  an  au¬ 
dience  that  was  not  diverse.  In 
fact,  some  would  say  that  Holly 
and  Ronnie  sang  that  night  to  the 
converted.  But,  our  worldviews 
were  expanded  by  the  range  and 
diversity  of  mood  and  material 
presented. 

It  was  fun  and  touching  and 
humbling  and,  as  always  with 
Near,  educational.  And  anyway, 
as  she  said  at  a  press  conference 
the  following  Monday,  “People 
accuse  me  of  singing  to  the  con¬ 
vinced.  And  1  say,  ‘so  what?’  The 
convinced  are  a  very  large  group  of 
people  who  don’t  all  agree  on 
everything.  But  people  get  edu¬ 
cated  on  other  issues.  It  opens  peo¬ 
ple  s  hearts  up  to  each  other.  My 
purpose  is  not  to  pinpoint,  but  not 
to  leave  anyone  out.” 


Susan  D.  Fleischmann 
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and  one  reason  only  —  that  it  is  the  surest  and  quickest  way 
to  end  the  hold  the  state  will  have  on  my  life  and  my  personal 
freedom.” 

Page  seven  of  GCN  contains  a  partial  text  of  a  statement 
issued  by  Saxe  to  the  alternative  press  explaining  her  reasons 
for  pleading  guilty  to  a  lesser  charge.  In  it  Saxe  says,  “Of 
primary  importance  is  this  point:  This  was  not  a  deal.  I  did 
not  give  the  state  anything  for  the  “reduced  sentence”  except 
my  own  guilty  plea.  I  remain  absolutely  firm  in  my  stand  of 
non-collaboration.  I  will  never  testify  against  anyone  for  any 
reason  or  give  any  information  about  the  events  of  1970  or 
about  anyone  I  may  have  known  during  the  time  I  was  un¬ 
derground.  Furthermore,  I  will  never  abandon  my  political 
commitments  in  return  for  favors  from  the  state.  I  do  not 
recognize  the  right  of  the  state  to  a  single  day  of  my  life,  but  I 
do  recognize  its  power  to  take  that  and  more.  This  guilty  plea 
was  a  tactical  decision  based  on  that  reality. 

Later  in  the  statement  she  says,  “First  of  all,  1  should  start 
by  explaining  that. in  1970  I  did  commit  illegal  armed  actions 
aimed  against  property  and  wealth.  These  actions  came  from 
a  sense  of  outrage  against  the  injustices  of  sexism,  racism  and 
imperialism,  and  particularly  the  immediate  and  pressing 
crisis  of  the  Vietnam  War.  Without  getting  into  a  complex 
discussion  of  the  theoretical  and  tactical  pros  and  cons  of 
armed  struggle,  I  can  still  say  that  the  politics  that  led  me  to 
those  actions  have  not  faded  but  ripened  into  a  deeper  com¬ 
mitment  and  understanding.” 

Volume  4,  Number  32  February  5,  1977 

By  Nancy  Wechsler 

Brookline,  MA  —  The  counselors,  nurses  aides,  and  cleri¬ 
cal  staff  of  the  Preterm  Abortion  Clinic  .  .  .  have  now  been 
out  on  strike  for  three  months.  This  all-woman’s  strike  has 
gained  support  from  many  in  Boston’s  gay  community  as 
well  as  in  the  local  women’s  community.  A  demonstration  in 
support  of  the  strike  to  take  place  this  Saturday  will  feature  an 
organized  gay  contingent,  carrying  a  prominent  gay  banner. 


Volume  4,  Number  34  February  19,  1977 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Jean  O’Leary  and  Bruce  Voeller, 
co-directors  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  met  last  Tues¬ 
day  for  two  hours  with  Margaret  (Midge)  Costanza,  Presi¬ 
dent  Carter’s  staffperson  in  charge  of  Public  Liaison.  The 
meeting  .  .  .  was  the  first  time  that  gay  movement  represen¬ 
tatives  have  ever  met  with  White  House  officials  at  the  White 
House. 

Another  first  —  the  premiere  appearance  of  Mousie, 
Mousie  Wildflower:  in  the  Personals  Column  of  the 
Classifieds: 


gay  community  news 


V«L  4,  N«.  24  Dwvmbrr  25.  1474  GCty  Weekty 


i  Mil’Ll )MI M,  Mi: \  r.  1 2  \ oble-Fran k  P.  1 

tricenjewi  turn  r\  u.  p.i.i  Race? 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Pleased  at  pleasing. 

Eager  10  embrace. 

Never  out  of  place. 

Ever  easing. 

Loving  quietly 
Open  as  the  air. 

Proud  and  perfect  fair. 

Enough  and  more  for  me. 

All  my  love,  PORCUPINE 

Volume  4,  Number  39  March  26,  1977 

Always  ahead  of  its  time,  GCN  ran  a  centerspread  in  this 
issue  on  inter-racial  s/m.  It  was  an  interview  with  "B.G.  "by 
our  then-managing  editor,  Lvn  Rosen. 

Volume  4,  Number  42  April  16,  1977 

BOSTON  —  A  28-year-old  Fenway  resident  became 
Boston’s  first  gay  homocide  of  the  year  in  a  male  cruising 
area  late  last  Thursday  evening,  March  31.  The  incident 
began  at  10:15  p.m.  when'two  passersby  noticed  a  man  lying 
face-down  on  a  roadway  in  the  Fens  .  .  . 

Volume  4,  Number  51  June  18, 1977 

The  lead  story:  DEFEAT  IN  MIAMI,  THE  GCN 
editorial,  BEYOND  DADE  COUNTY.  The  editorial  begins: 
It  isn’t  very  often  in  our  society  that  we  get  to  watch  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  citizens  go  to  the  polls  and  take  away  the  civil  rights 
of  a  minority  .... 

.  .  .It  is  obvious  as  a  result- of  the  Miami  vote,  that  the 
Save  Our  Children  forces  have  the  momentum.  But  for  gay 
.  people,  the  entire  situation  presents  us  with  a  golden  oppor¬ 


tunity  to  put  our  case  across.  The  media  is  open  to  us  for  the 
first  time,  people  are  considering  the  issues  of  gay  rights  and 
the  contradictions  have  been  heightened.  And  who  better  to 
have  as  enemies  than  the  John  Birch  Society,  the  Klu  |sic| 
klu\  klan.  and  Anita  Bryant?  For  all  ol  us,  this  is  no  mo¬ 
ment  to  be  discouraged  but  a  time  to  redouble  our  efforts  to 
counter  the  irresponsible  and  vituperative  campaign  heine 
waged  against  us.  The  anli-gav  lorces  have  won  the  first  bat 
tic  but.  it  we  all  work  together  in  this  struggle,  it  can  only  end 
in  the  triumph  of  gay  civil  rights. 

Volume  4.  Number  52  June  25.  1977 

The  Fourth  Birthday  Issue.  From  a  personal  memoir  by 
Ellen  B.  Davis: 

First,  I  feel  it’s  important  that  1  mention  something  that 
was  a  strong  factor  in  the  founding  of  Guy  Community 
News.  My  co-workers  and  1  rarely  had  any  idea  of  what  we 
were  doing!  Each  one  of  us  came  to  the  paper  with  some 
talent  which  had  little,  if  any,  relevance  to  journalism  or  the 
running  of  a  newspaper.  What  mattered  to  us  at  the  time  was 
that  there  was  a  negd  for  community  communication,  and 
we  were  generating  positive  energy  for  a  beginning  .  .  . 

.  .  .  We  pretty  much  remained  the  community's  favorite 
child  throughout  our  early  adolescence.  Elaine  Noble  paid  us 
periodic  visits,  usually  tojust  sit  and  talk  like  a  big  sister,  but 
more  frequently  to  yell  and  find  out  what  the  hell  we  were 
trying  to  do  by  printing  such  an  article  on  this  or  that!.  .  . 

The  community  darlings  image  came  to  an  abrupt  end 
when  one  of  our  columnists  called  the  1270  a  fire  trap,  citing 
reasons.  Elaine  paid  us  one  of  those  yelling  and  screaming 
visits.  .  .  .  That’s  about  the  time  we  started  realizing  that 
things  were  serious,  that  we  were  growing  and  that  wc  had  to 
assume  responsibility  for  our  growth  as  a  credible  news¬ 
paper.  The  decision  to  move  out  of  the  Meetinghouse  and  try 
it  on  our  own  came  a  couple  of  months  later  .  .  . 

Not  too  long  after  we  moved,  the  paper  grew  a  little  more 
in  pages,  we  got  a  new  logo,  changed  Gay  Community  News 
to  GCN,  incorporated  and  finally  went  to  newsprint  and 
started  looking  like  a  real  newspaper.  This  was  also  about  the 
time  the  “old  people”  were  getting  tired  and  worn,  it  had 
been  a  year  and  a  half,  and  the  growing  that  the  paper  had 
done  and  seemed  to  be  doing  was  perhaps  way  beyond  our 
original  hopes.  Mavbe  wc  all  lost  sight  of  our  own  goals  and 
directions .  GC’N  was  moving  out  of  our  control  and  I  started 
evaluating  my  place  and  the  paper’s  part  in  my  life  and  came 
to  a  lot  of  upsetting  conclusions.  It  was  difficult,  I  think,  to 
separate  GCN  front  myself  and  remember  that  it  was  not 
really  a  living,  breathing  thing,  but  paper.  I  loved  GCN  and 
the  way  it  was  a  struggling  infant,  a  growing  child,  then,  an 
adolescent  searching  for  an  identity  of  its  own.  I  loved  the 
way  it  almost  did  breathe  on  those  Fridays  when  it  came  back 
from  the  printers.  We  could  carry  it  upstairs  and  cut  the  wire 
and  read  stories  we  had  seen  twenty  times  during  the  week.  I 
usually  didn’t  have  the  time  to  think  back  to  Monday 
assignments  —  getting  typed  pages,  then  getting  copy, then 
doing  the  layout.  To  me,  every  week  was  special  when  it  was 
Friday,  and  a  new  paper  would  come  back  alter  being 
created  during  a  week  of  fights,  meetings,  work  and  love. 
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APARTMENTS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
What  good  s  a  house 
without  a  mouse? 

So  I'm  a  louse 
and  often  grouse. 

Hope  you're  having  fun,  old  Hon. 

All  my  love.  Porcupine 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Never  thought  you'd  be  upset.  Sorry, 
but  glad  you  called  and  that  we  shall 
have  partaken  together  ere  you  read 
this  Much  love. 

HI.  DRIP  DRY 

Hope  your  feeling  better  than  you  did 
when  this  here  week  began. 

Love,  Squeaky  Clean  (40) 

Non-visible  disabilities  &  chronic  ill¬ 
nesses  support  group  for  lesbians  now 
forming.  Boston  area.  628-9777  or 
628-7371  for  more  info.  (40) 

LEADERS 

Make  a  few  xtra  K  this  year.  Call  in 
name  &  address  to  (617)  754-2326  for 
free  literature.  Over  18  please.  (40) 
LAURA  LUGGAGE 

Your  name  in  print  once  again!  Love 
you  madly  &  passionately.  Let's  run 
away  &  live  some  dreams  —  like  maybe 
a  tree  farm  or  two.  Kisses,  Huff.  ‘  (40) 

Good  Ikng,  farm  living  student-teacher 
29  would  like  to  meet  a  good  man  who 
wants  to  live  the  good  life.  D.M.C.S.. 
RFD  #1.  Box  292  A,  Houlton,  ME  04730 

(40) 

WHERE  R  U? 

GWM  35  sks  frnds  &  Ivr.  6'  175  br/br 
mstch,  warm,  Ivng,  consid,  senstv,  not 
into  brs.  mny  varied  ints,  vy  hnst,  U  b  2. 
Thanks  hv  a  gd  day,  GCN  Box  654.  (40) 

TRANSSEXUALS 

Support  group  forming  for  female-to- 
male  &  male-to-female  transsexuals,  at 
all  points  in  our  transitions.  Being 
started  by  transsexuals  so  we  can 
share  experiences,  problems  &  solu¬ 
tions  in  a  comfortable  atmosphere  No 
cost  Janice,  AM  or  early  eves  497-6323 
or  write  GCN  Box  656.  (41) 

NORTH  SHORE  AREA 
GWM  36  57.  135  yng  Ikng  sks  slim  GM 
affectionate,  romantic,  varied  ints.  PO 
Bx  684  Beverly,  MA  01915.  (41) 

ARE  YOU  MY  TYPE? 

GWM  25,  gdlkng.  5’8",  138,  muscular 
swimmers  build,  sks  friends  &  sex 
w/men  who  have  chronic  hepatitis  B  (or 
are  immune).  You're  20-40,  preferably 
beefcake  but  not  fat  (150-225),  sexually 
aggressive,  no  beard.  Paul  423-1 193.(39) 


ASIAN  &  NON-ASIAN 

personal  ad  magazine 
U.S.  and  foreign  listings 

Send  $3  to: 

Pacific  Bridge 

Box  6328,  Dept.G 
San  Francisco,  CA  94101 


National  gay  contact  club  —  men  and 
women.  SASE:  Dean  Enterprises  PO 
Box  26044  San  Jose,  CA  95159.  Low 
rates.  Confidential.  Must  be  18-1- .  (38) 

T-SHIRT  FREAKS 

GCN’S  special  10th  birthday  T-Shirt 
(and  poster)  will  be  availabe  on  May  1. 
Watch  the  paper  for  details! _ 

OLD-TIME  GCNers 

Former  staff  members,  editors,  board 
members,  volunteers,  writers.  We  want 
to  put  you  on  our  10th  Birthday  Mailing 
List  to  keep  you  informed  of  our  plans 
as  they  unfold.  Send  yr  current  name 
and  address  to  "10TH  BIRTHDAY  COM¬ 
MITTEE”,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111.  This  week  we  want 
to  hear  from  the  founders  and  early 
workers  on  the  paper  —  anyone  from 
the  Meetinghouse  Days!  If  you  have  old 
photos,  memorabilia,  documents,  or 
funny  stories,  send  them  to  our  Birth¬ 
day  Committee  Chairperson,  Eric  Rofes 
at  74r  Fayerweather  Street,  Cambridge, 
MA  02138.  All  items  will  be  preserved, 
displayed,  and  returned  (if  you  wish)  or 
included  in  the  soon-to-be-established 
GCN  Archives! _ 
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GF  21  fairly  new  to  Boston's  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  wd  like  to  meet  gay  people  & 
have  a  good  time  around  Boston. 
Interested  in  younger  &  older  persons 
alike.  GCN  Box  651  (40) 

S  &  M  Phone  Sex 
The  Nation's  First  S  &  M  Hotline 
A  unigue  telephone  experience 
Call  the  Connecter  (4 1 5)  346-8747  (42) 

BY  MY  MISTRESS'  PERMISSION 
This  submiss  heavy  GF  sks  F  dom  for 
leather  scenes,  SM,  humil,  FF.  Wld  love 
to  worship  yr  blk  leather  boots  &  Irn  to 
serve  you  My  limits  can  be  expanded 
by  a  tough  sexy  mistress  Relationship 
possible.  GCN  Box  652.  (42">) 

llal i an -Irish  GM  39  6’  175  lbs  dark  hair  & 
mustashed  quiet  computer  prt  new  to 
gay  scene  &  skng  handsome  yng  man 
(or  friendship  &  affection.  Honest  & 
sincere  reply  GCN  Box  653 


DEAR  TYPISTS, 

The  election's  coming  up  &  you  know 
what  that  means:  the  words  are  flying! 
GCN  needs  volunteer  typists  to  help 
transcibe  taped  interviews  with  The 
Candidates.  Here's  your  chance  to  hear 
those  campaign  promises  firsthand. 
Call  Larry  at  426-4469. _ 

CELEBRATE  GCN'S  10TH  BIRTHDAY 
The  big  celebration  is  Friday  Night, 
June  17  at  the  YWCA  in  Copley  Square, 
Boston.  Please  come  to  Boston  for  the 
party  and  the  other  Special  events! 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  MEN  S  COVEN 
Kathexis  Anthropos  regular  meetings. 
Gardnerian  coven  exploring  gay  men's 
spirituality.  Box  4538  Sunnyside,  NY 
11104.  NYC  area.  (42) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. (c) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11. 
Camb,  MAJ2238. _ l_ 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Av,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 

8  pm  &  3rd  Sat.  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _  - 

S  D  A  LESBIANS  &  GAYS 
Learn  about  S  D  A  Kinship  Inc.  An 
organztn  for  lesbians  &  gays  of  S  D  A 
background.  For  more  info  &  sample 
copy  newsletter,  write  PO  Box  404 
Laconia  NH  03247.  (41) 

PUBLICATIONS _ 

1983  brochures  from  Spartacus  and  the 
Coltsfoot  Press  now  available.  Write  for 
free  copies  to:  Spartacus,  PO  Box  3496. 
1001  AG  Amsterdam,  Netherlands.  (3x) 

GAY  SEX  — EXCITING  NEW  BOOK 
This  book  shows  positions  seldom  con¬ 
sidered.  A  must  for  your  library.  Send 
$4.95  to  Quality  Pub  Dept  106,  Box  542, 
Morongo  Valley,  CA  92256.  (40) 

ROOMMATES _ 

GWM  Brigham  Cir  intern  arrvng  Bost 
June  20  Ikng  for  cln  resp  nonsmkng  GM 
rmte(s)  Abe  (303)  722-8576  or  2475  S. 
Vine  #103.  Denver,  CO  80210.  (40) 

GM  RMTE  WNTD,  POSS  RELT 
Arl,  priv  home  Ikng  4  reltshp,  me  47, 
6'6"  185  ave  Iks  beer  levi  smk  type.  U 
25-35  ave  Iks  slim.  150/mo  +  Vi  util, 
must  hip  paint  &  clean.  646-0303.  (42) 

Watertown  hse  of  4  GM  sks  a  mature  in¬ 
telligent  &  enthusiastic  5th  to  live  in 
supportive  cooperative  environment. 
June  1.923-0695. _ (38) 

LF  responsible  25+  to  share  2  bdrm 
apt  in  Newton  Ctr  6/1.  $225  +  utit.  If  in¬ 
terested  (617)  965-5187  afterjjjjm.  (40) 
By  the  Pru  —  quiet,  clean,  comfortable, 
secure  large  room  $60/wk.  For  respon¬ 
sible  person.  Please  no  drugs,  drags  or 
drinking.  Call  between  Sat  AM  &  Sun  5 
PM.  Thanks,  Greg  267-7422.  (40) 

L  wntd  to  share  spacious  JP  apt 
w/veget  non-smkng  indep  quiet  L,  dog, 
cat.  Nr  T  &  Arboretum.  $163  +  utit. 
524-4611.  (j(| 

Female  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in  Somer¬ 
ville  $200/mo  inc  heat,  hot  water,  porch, 
washer  &  dryer,  close  to  T.  628-1 1 25. (40) 

GWF  32  sks  GF/GM  30+  prof  resp 
clean  neat  consdrt  frndly  indep  for  3  br 
dup  Billerica  $270  +  utils.  Discreet,  Ig 
yd,  must  Ik  dog.  Smkr  OK.  Stability 
desired.  Tell  me  about  yrself.  GCN  Box 
648.  ASAP  avail  now  ASAP. _ (39) 

L,  29,  sks  resp  L  to  share  warm,  comfor¬ 
table  apt  in  hse  in  Belmont.  Trees,  yard, 
porches.  Poss  car-sharing  arrange¬ 
ment:  Mine  or  yours.  AA.  O  A,  AL-ANON 
women  particularly  welcome.  $255  ea. 
No  pets  Michele  727-6876/489-0296. 
For  5/1.  (40) 

WALTHAM  — PROF  WOMAN  SEEKS 
same  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  near  T 
$  190/mo  +  util,  avail  5/15.  891-5679 
after  6.  (40) 

3  GM  sk  4th  to  share  Ige  So  End  hse. 
Prvt  bdrm,  laundry.  Approx  $300/mo. 
Jack  482-3224.  Early  PM  best  time.  (40) 
BEACON  HILL  SUMMER  SUBLET 

2  lesbos  sk  3rd  for  3  bdr  apt.  Great  area, 

nr  Charles  St  &  river.  Avail  May  10  thru 
end  of  Aug,  200/mo  inc.  367-4906,  (40) 

F  sks  F  prof  or  grad  stud  for  2  br 
Brookline  apt  nr  T,  porch,  Idry  facility, 
no  pets,  $225  inc  util.  Lynn  731-0828. 
Keep  trying, _  (40) 

3  LF  sk  2  more  25+  share  progressive 
politics,  coop,  no  smoke  spacious  JP 
home  nr  Pond  &  T.  $100+  avail  6/1. 

(40) 


(43)  227-7335  AM,  524-6209  PM 


Camb.  Inman  Sq  —  Summer  sublet  M 
23  sks  M  or  F  for  furn  2  br  apt  W&D.  DW. 
piano  nice  nbhd  nr  T  avail  15  May  $250 
+  util.  Stephen  876-9540/863-5500  x 
2578.  (40) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

3  LF  23+  sk  4th  LF  to  sublet  rm  in  4 
bdrm  apt.  6/1-8/31.  Som,  nr  Inman  Sq. 
$190+  util.  No  smkg,  pets  776-2007 
Keep  frying  (41) 

CANCER,  PISCES,  TAURUS,  SCORPIO? 
Prof  LF  38  sks  warm,  flex  mature  LF  for 
v  attrac  Bri/Bro  3  bd  apt.  Yd,  carptg. 
WD.  pkg  $350  inc  all.  Shd  enjoy  occ  in¬ 
teract  w/a  child  who  Iv  w/dad,  visit  me. 
-Old  be  LF  w/sim  situation.  787-1890  eve 
&  wknds.  6/1.  (41) 

2L  sk  1-2L  rmtes  for  sunny  spacious  3rd 
fl  Victorian  hse  W&D  no  cigs  or  pets 
Brookline  safe  area  nr  T  &  shops  $210 
inc  heat.  Avail  now.  566-2153  eve: 
267-0300  days.  Peg.  (41) 

Very  spacious,  attractive  LF  hse. 
Garden,  frpl,  yd,  12  min  walk  to  Hvd  Sq. 
Share  semi-veg  food.  For  May  &  June. 
Nancy,  Emily  782-0599.  (42) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Spending  a  wkend  in  NYC?  Stay  at 
Womyn's  Bed  and  Breakfast,  located 
central  Manhattan.  Pvt  bdrm,  shared 
bth  $18  single.  $20  dble.  Reservations: 
(212)794-8645.  (43) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

GAY  RE  BROKER  SKS  PARTNER 
I  have  extensive  listings  in  Boston 
downtown  &  Cambridge  areas.  Looking 
for  a  partner  M  or  F  to  work  actively  in 
RE  sales,  rentals  this  spring  &  summer. 
Part  lime  OK;  Box  150,  104  Charles  St, 
Boston.  MA  021 14.  (41) 

Publisher  sks  short  fiction  &  full-length 
bks  for  new  gay  book  publishing  pro¬ 
gramme.  Also  gay  travel  articles  &  non- 
porno  male  photos  for  use  as  illustra¬ 
tions.  Spartacus,  PO  Box  3496.  1001  AG 
Amsterdam,  Netherlands.  (3x) 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Phone  Sex 

A  unique  telephone  experience 
connecting  gay  men  together 
around  the  world  (415)  346-8747.  (42) 

RESORTS _ 

P’TOWN  CONDO 

Cozy  1  bed  duplex  in  East  End  on  Brad¬ 
ford  fully  furnished  &  equipt  except 
towels  &  sheets.  Quiet  location  pkng 
$175/wk  in  May,  $225/wk  in  June, 
$250/wk  July.  Max  2  people,  small  sec 
depreq.  (617)236^1292. _  (42) 

THE  RETREAT 
Formerly  Falls  Village  Inn 
A  place  for  women,  rooms  in  old  col¬ 
onial  home,  3  fireplaces,  pool,  tennis 
court,  woods,  river,  reasonable  rates. 
Women  owned  and  managed 
For  resv  call  (203)  824-7479 

 (44) 


SUMMER  IN  PROVINCETOWN 
Deluxe  furn  1  ($4500)  or  2  ($5500)  bdrm 
apt  avail  May  15  thru  Oct  10  w/liv  rm  kit 
large  deck  overlkng  Commercial  St  nr 
boatslip  waterview  ref  req.  Lowell  after 
6  pm  (617)  426-4072. _ (41) 

Ptown  spcl  for  1-2  women  1  bdrm  apt 
quiet  Eastnd,  pkng,  5  min  ctr,  2  blk  Bay 
avail  Apr/May  to  6/15  excpt  Mem  wkd. 
Wkly  160,  wknd  69  F,S,S.  (617)  487-2147. 

(40) 

Charming  lakefront  cottage  on  Crystal 
Lake,  Enfield,  NH.  2  brs,  shower  bath, 
FP,  sandy  beach.  $200/wk.  (603) 
632-7146.  (8-4) 


BOSTON  BED  &  BREAKFAST 
Stay  in  charming  room  in  great  gay -apt 
building  in  South  End  Some  rms 
w/frpls.  Share  bth.  Lovely  kitchen  $24  & 
$*34/night.  single.  353-0710.  (40) 

SUMMER  IN  SF&  ROOM  AVAIL 
Safe  sunny  flat  nr  Womens  Dist.  Pref 
Jewish  woman  —  must  be  fastidious,  a 
balabustah.  Avail  June-Sept  will  rent 
for  any  part.  L.  Salen,  235  Elsie  St.  SF. 
CA  95110  (41) 

Martha's  Vineyard 
By  day  wk  season  May  thru  Oct. 

For  info  send  biz  size  SASE  to: 

PO  Box  993  Oak  Bluffs,  MA  02557 

...  _  (43) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Cozy  rooms  for  lesbians  &  gay  men  in 
our  1820  village  home.  Closing  Mar.  15 

—  May  15.  Thanks  to  our  winter  guests 

—  see  you  in  summer.  Dave  &  Mike. (43) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

BEACON  HILL:  MT  VERNON  ST. 
Unique  condo  cloistered  on  top  of  hill. 
Beautifully  renovated  former  stable 
w/sparkling  liv-dinrm  w/sliding  glass 
doors  to  priv  Idscapd  garden  w/deck. 
Unusual  spaces:  2  levels:  loft; 
skylights;  custom  oak  bkshelves;  2-3 
bdrms,  1  w/sundeck;  2  frpls;  cent  air; 
Idry;  V/2  bths.  By  owner.  $225,000. 
861-1434  evenings. _ (40) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 

Juiian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  661-2958. 

(23) 


FOR  SALE _ 

GAY  ART  IN  PROGRESS 
Gay  collage  portfolio-in-progress  by 
touring  Chicago  visual  artist,  The  Rane. 
Three  works  in  series  now  available, 
signed  &  numbered.  $15  postpaid. 
Orders  to  Mr.  Arroyo  PO  Bx  1791, 
Pawtucket,  R [ 02862. _ (40) 

GAY  COMPUTER  GAME 
Vapor  Palace  like  a  hot  time  at  the 
baths.  For  most  home  computers.  For 
information  send  SASE.  Bananasoft  PO 
Box  231 18  Seattle,  WA  98102.  (42) 

IMMEDIATE  HERPES  RELIEF 
LSO-1  Cream  hospital-doctor  prvn 
$17.95.  Also  available  LYSINE  $5.50. 
MO,  VISA/MC  only  Add  $1.50  shipping. 
Nutrabiotics,  Box  1247V  Capitola  CA 
95010. _ (40) 


.  HERPES  RELIEF 

Revolutionary  Breakthrough! 
Relieve  painful  Herpes  lesions 

NOW! 

Medical  Authorities  Recommend 
The  Active  Ingredient  In 

AMINON 

To  Suppress  Outbreaks  Of 
Genital  and  Oral  Herpes 
BONUS:  Free  Booklet! 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 
Free  Delivery!  $5.95/Bottle 
AMINON  Products,  Box  28021D 
Webster  Groves,  MO  63119 


F  Pref.  for  apt. in  pvt  home  on  pond. 

Must  be  working,  non-smkg  mat  mdiv. 
South  Shore  $  negotiable  331-6981 

_  (41) 

ROOMS  FOR  RENT.  PREF  GM 
18-35Great  rms  for  long  or  short  term 
stay  can  be  furnished  or  not.  Located  in 
South  End  of  Boston  nr  Symphony  $55 
&$65/wk.  353-0710.  (40) 

Med  area  Vic  duplex  brick  twnhse.  ht. 
ht  water,  w/d,  din  prt  gar  Ig  bd.  den  $550 
avail  May  15.  566-6973,  suit  for  lovers. 

_  (40) 

Dorch  on  Red  Line  4  rm  apt  (1  or  2  bdrm) 
porch,  yd.  sun,  hdwd  firs,  eat-in  kit. 
friendly  nbhd.  $290  unhtd  436-0850.  (41) 
East  Boston  —  newly  renovated  1 
bdrm,  eat-in ,  kitch,  tile  tub-shower. 
$350/mo  inc  heat  &  hot  water.  1  block  to 
TBIue  Line.  569-6143. _ (40) 

SOUTH  END  APT 

2LF  sk  2  LF  nonsmok  share  supp  & 
indep  btf  4  br  apt  250  inc  heat  w&d  no 
sec  dep  nec  avail  June  1  247-2316  or 
783-1573  eyes.  (40) 

Jamaica  Plain:  2  BR  apt  in  own-occ  3 
fam.  Sunny  larg  rms,  mod  bth.  Avail 
now.  $450/mo  inc  util.  524-0837.  (40) 

SERVICES 

INTERIOR  PAINTING 
Top  quality  workmanship,  reasonable 
prices.  Free  estimates.  Dave  or  Tom 
723-3641. _ (41] 

H  &  F  ASSOC  —  A  HEALING  TOUCH 
Therapeutic  massage  for  gay  men, 
women,  &  their  friends.  Deep  tissue 
Shiatsu,  Foot  Reflexology.  By  appt. 
Hadassah:  (617)  522-9164.(42) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Has  openings.  Focus  is  on  self- 
awareness,  intimacy,  &  relationships. 
For  info  call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398  /  661-4070. 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)739-7803 


WebWork,  a  contact  &  friendship  net¬ 
work  for  women  in  New  England.  Send 
SASE  to  Box  131-G,  Calais,  ME  04619. 

(41] 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Call  James  782-7615. _ (15) 

Amazing  Gay  Psychic.  Reveals  ESP 
about  yr  life  —  forecasts  on  love,  job, 
future  or?!  Satis  guarantee.  Details 
FREE.  Write:  Timothy  Dexter  Latus,  160 
Washington  SE,  #92D,  Albuquerque, 
NM  87108.  (40) 

Custom  Furniture 

Designed  and  Built 
Joan  Friedman 
(617)  783-2298  Weekends 

(11/1) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 
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BOSTON-AREA  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
BUSINESSES  (BARS,  BOOKSTORES, 
COUNSELING,  MEDICAL,  ACCOMODA¬ 
TIONS,  ETC.)  ARE  LISTED  SEPARATELY 
WITH  THE  DISPLAY  ADS  IN  THIS  PAPER. 


Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  HOTLINE  CBpm-Mid.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178.  Astor  St..  Boston.  02123 
Black  Men-Wtiite  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1.  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  lay  and  Lesbian  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY.  167  Tre.  ont, 

Boston  021 1 1  497-8282 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  43  Winter  St. 

Boston.  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  522-6983 

Boston  Institute  (or  Gay  Studies 

Box  2750.  Boston  02208  491-8245  or  720-0693 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante,  24  Greenwich  Pk  ((1.  Boston  02118 
Cauldron  Exp.  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  542-8575 

Chiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104.  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365.  Cambridge,  02139  783-5250  or  354-1755 

Fatners  in  T  ransition  (Gay/BI),  (Ex.  Ctr.  (266-0621 

c/o  GCN,  Box  6.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston  02107  354-01 33 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

c/o  GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project  424-1993 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc., 

Box  401, 104  Charles  St.  Boston  02114  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
76  Brook  Hill  Rd.  Milton,  02167  436-5393 

Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  02118  267-9150 

Triangle  Theater,  Box  127.104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm)  262-5250 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ _ 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance,  Box  65, 

Boston, 02117  247-3910 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

c/o  GCN,  Box  2,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  02111 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

100  Boylston  Suite  900  Boston,  02116  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  262-1565 

Box  179,  118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

14  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  227-7335 


STUDENT 


437-2738 


253-5440 


495-5476 


Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
c/o  GAMIT,  Rm  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda,  260  Ell  Ctr., 

360  Huntungton  Ave.,  Boston  02115 
GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT),  MIT  50-306  Walker, 

Cambridge  02139 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Assoc.,  Harvard  197  Memorial 
Hall.  Cambridge  02138 
Babson  College,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  A,  Babson  Park.Welisley,  02157 
Tufts  U..  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community, 
c/o  Student  Activities  Off.,  Medford  02155  628-2828 

Boston  College  G  and  L  Support  Group, 

Haley  House,  Chestnut  Hill  02167 
Northeastern  School  of  Law,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Rm  1-4-178,  Dorchester  02125  929-8276 

Brandeis  U.,  Triskelion,  Box  2792  Waltham  02254 
Boston  U.,  Gays  and  Lesbians, 
c/o  Program  Resources  Off.,  Sherman  Union,  Boston 
02215 

Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/Boston, 
c/o  GCN  Box  7,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Oakwoods.  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  MA  02151 


WOMEN 


Health  Profs) 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  LI  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center 
Lesbian  S/M  Group 
National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  1  Summer  St.,  02143  628-631 1 
Tufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000x3184 

Women  s  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS 


Boston  Free  VD  Info 
(8am-10pm.  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  021 16 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 
Mass  Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
P.O.Box  1835,  Buzzards  Bay  02532 
Tapestry  Inc.  20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge  02138 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 
TV/TS  Support  Group 
(Gender  Center) 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Central  Middlesex  Social  Club. 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luvvers.  Box  623. 

Worcester  01601 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75.  New  Salem  01355 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  806.  Marblehead.  01945 
Survival  Crisis  Line 
So.  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  712.  Bridgewater  02324 
Tri-County  Assoc.,  c/o  219  East  Main  St. 
Milford  01757 


236-4882 

756-0730 


745-3848 
471  7100 


584  4997 
4733529 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley.  P.O.  Box  321.  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester.  2  Wellington  St..  753-8360 

WOMEN 

Womantide  Magazine,  Box  963, 

Provincetown  02657 
New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic 
Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St..  Salem  01970 


(617)487-3393 

996-3341 

745-5873 


Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 


354-5910 


723-6327 

354-8807 

776-7957 

661-6015 


STUDENT 


Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance.  950  Main.  A-70 

Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ,)  Students 

South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

Salem  St.  College.  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 


Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562, 

Pittsfield  01201.  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 

Box  1084.  Northampton  01061 
Help  Line  664-6391 . 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

WOMEN _ ' 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

Box  402,  Florence,  MA  01060  584-7616 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082, 774-5464 
Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

STUDENT _ 

Hampshire  College  Gay  Men’s  Alliance 
Box  1355,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  413  Student  Union  RSO  242, 
UMass  Amherst  01003  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Black  and  White  Men  Together, 

58  Winchester  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511 

562-2906.933-0185 

Conn,  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven  06505 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury, 
c/o  Box  258-Westconn,  181  White  St.  Danbury  06810 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm. 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72,  06501 ;  M-F  8-1 1  pm 
Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 


522-5575 


624-6869 


522-2646 

249-7691 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 
Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

22  Allen  PI.  <tB3,  Hartford  06106 
Shorelinewoman 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  c/o  Hill  Ctr., 

350  Farmington  Ave,  Hartford  06106 
Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040 
Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 
Wesleyan  Sta..  Middletown  06457 
Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510 

STUDENT 


486-4738 

249-0504 

481-3575 

249-7691 

646-4900 

486-4738 

347-9411 

436-2488 


782-8894 

536-6518 

227-9118 

262-3057 

536-3788 

523-7664 

964-0996 

Concerns 

742-2100 


Am  Tikva 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St„  Boston  021 14 
Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
■  Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208 
Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108 

MEDIA _ 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 

Dennis  353-0225 

Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1FM 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  021 1 1 
Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Sun,  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Women’s  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 


Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group, 

Social  Work  House,  Farnham  Ave., 

New  Haven  06515 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs.  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale,  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  061 17  523-4841X-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  c/o  Yale  Women's  Ctr, 

5051  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS 


397-4331 

527-3151 


486-2273 


347-941 1 
442-7458 


522-2646 


787-1518 

522-5575 


1-800-272-2577 


426-9444 

266-0612 

542-5188 

843-5300 


661-0248 
956  5293 


Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233  8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P  O  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH. 

Box  2031 ,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven.  06520  436-8354 

Moonseed  (counseling)  727-0379 


Rhode  Island  (40i) 


Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Box  5671.  Weybosset  Hill  Sta  02903  8pm  midnight 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R  l .  728  9269 

c/o  903  Broad  St  .  Providence  02907  728-6023 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331  2047 

Counseling  &  Consulting 

161  Prospect  Hill.  Newport  02840  847-7229 

Brown  Lesban  Collective. c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Ctr 
Box  1829  Brown  U  .  185  Meeting  St  . 

Pnvidence  02912  863-2189 

186  Meeting  St..  Providence.  02912  863  2189 

Social  Group  for  Gay  Women  over  25 
Box  22.  77  Ives  St..  Providence  02906 
Women's  Growth  Ctr . 

97  Knowles  St..  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students.  Box  49.  Brown  U  . 

Providence  02912  863  3062 

Brown  U  Lesbian/Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc  . 

GCN  Box  5.  167  Tremont. 

Boston  021.1 1  (61 7)  720  1870.  661  7223 

Dignity/Providence.  Box  2231.  Pawtucket  02861  942-9400 

MCC/Providence.  5  Junction  St  .  Providence  272-924 7 
MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill.  aged  and 
handicapped).  Rev  George  McDermott  272  9247 


New  Hampshire(603) 

485-5612 


424-3252 


Gay  NH  Infoline.  lOam-lOpm.  Concord 
Nashua  Area  Gays.  P.O.Box  3472. 

Nashua  03061 
NH  Lambda.  Box  1043.  Concord  03301. 

224-3785.  889-1416. 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592 
NH  Area  Parents  of  Gays.  140  Kimball  Hill 

Rd..  Hudson  03051  (Sandi  or  Ron)  880-7219 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda. 

P.O.  Box  6443.  Nashua  03063  889-1416 

Speakers  Bureau.  Box  1043.  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth. 

Box  832.  Concord  03301  (Ron)  225-5622 

Concord  Men's  Group 

Box  832.  Concord  03301  (Herb)  485-5612 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612 

Gemini.  Keene  Support  Group. 

Box  461.  W.  Swanzey.  03469 
Seacoast  Gay  Men.  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women's  events. 

Box  235.  Contoocook.  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club 

40  Pleasant  St..  Portsmouth  03801  436-8958 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47.  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U.  UNH  Durham  03824 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057.  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 

Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261. 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766;  847-9589 


Vermont  (802) 

Gay  AA/Burlington 
Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls 
Central  Vermont  Gay  Men.  (CVGM). 

Box  42.  Barre  05641 

Gay  Student  Awareness  &  Support  Group.  Box  987 
Johnson  State  Coll..  Johnson  05656 
Gay  Student  Union.  U  of  Vt.Box  45,  Billings  Center 
Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56.  Middlebury  College.  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS), 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 
Social  Alt.  for  Gay  Men  (SAM). 

Box  479,  Norwich,  VT  05055 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603)  756-4226 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center. 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland.  05701 
Women  s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity.  Box  126,  Burlington  05402 


863-5164 

463-3966 


626-3618 
(802)649-1304 


775-1946 

863- 1236 

864- 7198 


Maine  (207) 


780-4085 

773-2121 


Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  90S 3012 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students  Group 

Postal  Address  Law  Group  PO  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together! 

Men  ol  Gotham  Box  834  Brooklyn  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense.  132  W  43rd  10036  944  9488 

Lavender  Lett  Network 

Box  512.  Village  Sta  10014  533  4907 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists 

P  O  Box  A  711  Grand  Central  Sta  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force.  80  Fifth  Ave  Rm  1601  741  5800 

RELIGIOUS 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreligious  Coalition 
c/o  Stnckler.  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple. 

348  W  14th  St  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah. 

155  Bank  Si  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics. 

Box  1554.  FDR  Sta  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity  Episcopal  Gay  Society. 

GPO  Box  1549  10001 
Lutherans  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Concerns. 


596  3839 


242  6616 

929  9498 

869  3050 
688  0628 

9896653 

278  5066 
242  1212 
866  3580 


777-7697 


772-0404 


947-0949 

989-6653 


595-1445 

473-5884 


834-0310 

777-1800 


Box2217  Brooklyn  11202 
MCC/NY.201  W  13th  SI  10011 
Presby-Tor  Les/Gay  Concerns 
Trinity  MCC.  152  W  66th  St 
(mail)  Box  1707  NYC  10163 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance  Box  294.  10014 
Meridian  Gay  Theatre.  137  W  22nd  St 
NYC  10011 

NYC  News.  Box  2171  G  C  C.  10163 
NY  Native.  249  W  Broadway.  NYC  10013 

STUDENT 

Gay  People  at  Columbia 
Earl  Hall.  Rm  304  10027 
New  York  U  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr.  Rm  810 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St  Rm  2RW.  10014 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI  10003 

Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr  688-0628 

Identity  House  243-8181 

Institute  For  Human  Identity  799  9432 

National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon.  506  W.  42nd  St  #E5t  NYC  10036.  563-6313 

Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834.  Linden  Hill.  NYC  11354  563-6313 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis,  Box  274, 

132  W  24th  SI  .  NYC  1001 1  807-6655. 6664 

St.  Mark's  Clinic,  88  University  PL. 

NYC  10003  691  8282 

AIDS  Hotline  800-221  7044 


255  4713 

869  3981 
964  7272 
925  8021 


280-5113 


598  7056 


691  6969 


New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance.  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 


332  Hudson  Ave  .  Albany  12210 
Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56.  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization. 

P.O.  Box  87.  Southampton  1 1968 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley. 

713  Monroe  Ave..  Rochester.  14614 
Gay  Concerns  Committee. 

109  Browns  Rd..  Huntington  11743 
Gay  Connection  (Th  and  Fri.  8-1 1pm) 


Martha  666-8280 


Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
Families  of  Gay  Persons 


751  3322.  272-9247 
723-0050 


Gay  Phoneline  (Caribou)  498-6556 

AWA  (Male).  Box  746.  Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr 
Bates  College.  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  0401 1 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O.  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 
92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103 
Interweave:  Unit. /Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community,  Box  215.  Augusta  04330 
Lesbian  Rap  Group,  92  Bedford  St..  Portland 
MCC  Portland,  Box  583  Westbrook  04092 
Northern  Lambda  Nord.  P.O.  Box  990.  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 

c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 

561 D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  549-7325(eves  &  wkends) 

Orthodox  Community  of  Holy  Apostles, 

RFD  Box  680,  N.  Whitefield  04353  549-7325 

New  York  City  (212) 

I N  FORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass  n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St„  Suite  502, 10010 
Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
Box  148,  Ansonia  Sta.,  NYC  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 
132  W  24th  St.,  10011 
Christopher  St.  Lib  Day  Comm. 

147  W  42nd,  Rm  603  10036 
FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheists  Leaoue  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village.  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502.  NYC  10010 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  of  NY 
208  W  13th  St.  NYC,  10011 
Gay  Male  S/M  Activists.  132  W  24th  St..  10011 
Gay  Switchboard 
Gay  Teachers  Assoc..  Box  435, 

Van  Brunt  Sta  ,  Brooklyn  11215  499  1060.  255-5969 

Gayellow  Pages.  P  O  Box  292,  Village  Sta  10014  744  2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
c/o  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St. 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 
208  W  13th  St. 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc 
165  W  86th  St.,  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House.  27  Barrow  St. 

WOMEN 

All  The  Queens  Women.  Bo*  271  Sia  A 

Flushing  11358  359  9204 

Gay  Women  s  Alternative,  4  W  76th  St  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives.  P.O.  Box  1258. 10116  874-7232 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 

29  W  21st  St  924-2970 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Progressive  Health  Network, 

300  Riverside  Dr..  Suite  HE.  NYC  10025 


255-8097 


741-2247 


242  4140 


(518)  462  6138 


(516)  324-2468 
(716)244  8640 
or  244-9030 


(716)275  8341 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance.  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline.  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective.  389  W.  Onondaga  St.. 

Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 

(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)826-0600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations. 

Box  131.  Albany  12201  (518)462  6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm 

109  Browns  Rd..  Huntington.  11746  (516)  427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

WOMEN 

Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space.  77  State  St..  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center. 

713  Monroe  Ave..  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

men 

Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men  s  Assoc 
255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains.  10601 
Gay  Hotline (8-1 1pm)  (914)948-4922 

RELIGIOUS _ 

(Unitarian  Umversalist  Gay  Caucus). 

34  Chestnut  Rd..  Delmar  12054  (518)439  9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester.  42  Tyler  House. 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St..  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignity/L.l..  P.O,  621 P.  Bayshore  11706 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)  442-5117 

STUDENT/YOUTH 

Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave,  Huntington  11743  (516)  549-1619 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 

207  Willard  Straight.  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256  6482 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester. 

713  Monroe  Ave  .  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Academic  Union,  Merrill  Ctr,  Willson  Comrnons 
Rochester.  14627 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmmgdale  (516)  420  2134 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 

111  Talbert  Hall  14260  (716)636  3063 

Gay  Student  Union,  c/o  Polity 

SUNY  Stony  Brook  1 1 794  (516)  246-7943 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance.  Box  80. 

Hamilton  College.  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY.  Binghamton.  Box  2000.  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance.  SUNY,  Binghamton.  13901 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Vassar  Gay  People's  Alliance.  Box  271.  Vassar 
Poughkeepsie.  NY  12601 

MEDIA 

Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley. 

713  Monroe  Ave  .  Rochester  14607  (716)  244  8640  244  9030 
Gay  Spirit  (WUSB.  90  1  FM)Tues  6-7  p  m.  246-7901 

Long  Island  Connection  P  O  Box  601. 

Huntington  1 1743  (513)673-3795 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 

c/o  Looking  Left.  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131.  Albany  12201 


(5161*62-6138 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG,  c/o 
GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERVICE 
TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER  POS¬ 
SIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED  SHOULD 
FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS  LISTING 
WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION  (S10/YEAR;  MORE 
IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF  YOU  CAN  T). 


Calendar 

weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  BowdoinSt  (Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to: 
GCN,  Box  10GY 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  of  Boston  meets  at  Paradise.  180 
Mass.  Ave.  Second  Sunday  of  each  month 
Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick  247-3043. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Sun  eves  7:30  pm, 
DOB  office 

Framingham, MA  —  Tricounty  Assoc.  (Fram¬ 
ingham,  Milford,  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
leets  Suns.  lnfo:376-4323  or  473-3529. 

Boston,  MA  —  “Musically  speaking," 
women's  music,  ideas,  announcements. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.J-3pm. 

Boston, MA  ■—  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 

(617)  482-6874  or  247  5485 

Boston,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society. 

Informal  meetings  and  concerts  for  gay  and 

lesbian  musicians  and  music  lovers.  Info: 

266-9423. 

Boston, MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  (WROR, 
FM  98.5)  11:30pm. 

tVesf  of  Boston, MA  —  West  of  Boston 
Lesbians.  Social  events  on  Sunday 
afternoons. twice  a  month.  New  members 
welcome.  lnfo:486  8848.  or  Dorothy  875-1 108. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod,  meets  second 
Sundays  Info:  Box  1614.  Orleans.  MA  02653. 
Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm  Info:  263-4882.  All  are 
invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  Gay  Youth 
support  group  for  youth  16-22.  Rap  session 
and  social  time.  Info:  Ron  225-5622. 

Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get 
togethers  for  lesbians  First  Suns  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm)  Info  Keene  Klon 
dvkes.  Box  261  Gilsum  NH  03448 
Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun  of  the  month  for 
socializing.  business  and  a  meal  Info  Box  42, 
Barre.  05641 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  Social/sup- 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl.  Memorial  Union.  UMO.  7pm 
Northern  VT/NH—  League  of  Gays  (LOGS} 
meets  third  Suns.  Info:(802)  626-3618  or  write: 
Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury  VT  05819. 


New  London,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbia 
Community  at  Connecticut  College  meets  1st 
and  3rd  Sundays  of  the  month.  Info:  442-7458. 


monday 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men  7pm. 
Info  PO.Box  1394.  Portsmouth  03801 
Waltham,  MA  —  Triskelion,  the  Brandeis 
Gay/Lesbian  Coalition.  General  discussion 
group  at  9pm.  Usdan  Student  Ctr.  Conf.  Rm. 
C.  Info:  647-4353,  or  Box  2792.  Brandeis  U., 
Waltham.  02254. 

Nashua, NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm. 
Info:  Tony  424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


tuesday 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter,  Parents 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  1st 
Tue  of  the  month  in  conference  room  1A 
Sherrill  Hall  Library,  Episcopal  Divinity 
School  99  Brattle,  Info:  436-5393  or  P.O.  Box 
125-S101,  Arlington,  MA  02174. 

Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  SM  support  group. 
Every  Tues.  7:30pm.  lnfo:776-7957.  Open  to 
lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  SM. 

Boston,  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual 
women  s  SM  support  group.  Safe,  non-com¬ 
petitive  space  for  women  of  all  levels  of 
experience  to  share  political  and  personal 
aspects  of  our  sexuality.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7:30pm  Info:  Hathor  623-7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  (Harv  Sqi 
■  8pm  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  Info  661  3633 

Pitslield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues  info  (413) 
442-7772 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr..  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men’s  Group, 
weekly  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meet  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and 
discussion.  Info:  Jack  669-0096. 

New  London, CT  —  New  London  Gay  Men's 
Forum  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  Info:447-0155  (Noon  to  7pm). 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesblan  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  at  First  Parish,  Unitar¬ 
ian.  425  Congress  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 
Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men  s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

wednesday 

Boston, MA—  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meeting  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  lnfo:Exodus  Ctr.  266-0612,  or 
write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  clo  GCN  Box  6. 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Bostfn.MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons' 
meeting  6:30pm;  general  meeting  and  group 
discussion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under. 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon 
Hilll  lnfo:497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed.  from  7-10pm  at  the  YWCA. 
140  Clarendon  St.  (Copley  Sg.)  Info:  522-6983. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men  6  30-8pm  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Iso¬ 
lated  during  the  workday  downtown?  Inter¬ 
ested  in  a  lunchtime  hangout/discussion 
group?  Come  to  80  Boylston  St.  Rm  855  (cor¬ 
ner  Boylston  and  Tremont).  Noon.  Info: 
542-5180. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting  730-930pm.  New 
members  welcome  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 


Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  584-4997. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  -coming  out" 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm,  Info: 
354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

H,annis,MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 


Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on 
the  2nd  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  7:30pm.  Business 
meets  on  1st  Sat,  Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr. 
350  Farmington  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  247-8797. 


Hampden  County, MA  -  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  InfoDebbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 

Cambridge,  MA  -  Narcotics  Anonymous  Gay 
Meeting  7  Temple  St.  (Central  SqJ 
8:30— 10pm.  A  twelve  step  recovery  program 
for  those  whose  "drug  of  choice  was  other 


Cambridge, MA  —  Boston  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meets  4th  Wed.  of  month  at  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public 
educ.  and  consciousness  raising.  Info: 
661-6015. 


thursdav 


Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open 
discussion  group.  8-10pm.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St,  lnfo:354-8807. 


Somerville,  MA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group. 
Gender  Clinic.  Info:  Martha  666-8280. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children 
Support  group.  8-lOpm  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354  8807 


Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  People's 
Gay  Alliance  meets  on  first  and  third 
Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian  Society,  220  Main 
St.  7:30pm,  Info.  (413)  584-7903  or  write  P.O. 
Bx  181,  Northampton,  MA  01061. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Gay  Al-Anon  meeting  for 
lesbians  and  qay  men  at  Trinity  Church  Parish 
House.  Farmington  Ave.  7:30pm.  Info: 
247-8797 

friday 

BOSTON, MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT'S  US!)  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SEND¬ 
ING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES. 
COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW 
SPACE  AT  167  TREMONT  (ON  THE  COM¬ 
MON,  NEAR  BOYLSTON  T  STOP)  ANYTIME 
AFTER  6  ANO  LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESH¬ 
MENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  EVERY  BODY 
WELL  COME!  INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon. 
Mt  Auburn  Hosp.  Living  Rm,  Clark  Bldg. 
8-9:30pm  Newcomers  meeting  from  7-8pm  on 
the  first  Friday 


°'®rea'®r  Danbury  meets  on  Fridays  from 
7.30  to  10pm  in  the  Green  Room  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  corner  of  Deer  Hill 
Ave.  and  West  St. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-.n 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs)  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex 
ual  Minorities 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United  Info:  Women's  Services  cen 
ter..  499-2425 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men's  Group  meets 
Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  discussion. 
Info:  Herb  485-5612 


Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat  from  l-5pm  for 
youth  14  21  years  of  age  Info  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  l  me  751-3322  (eves) 


Saturday 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les- 
'bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat  from  l-5pm  for 
youth  14  21  years  of  age  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gav  Helo  l  me  751-3322  (eves). 

Boston, MA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  and  outdoors  events. 
General  info:  John  275-1336;  Linda  734-4066. 
John  864-0823  Vollyball:  Jay  262-4896. 
Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 

Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners/Boston,  gay 
men  and  lesbian  running  club,  info:  39 
Milford,  Boston  02118  or  451-6364 


coming  events 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Committee  will  meet  every  Thurs.  eve  at 
7pm  until  June  18  (Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
Celebration/March)  to  organize  entertain¬ 
ment.  fundraising,  publicity,  etc.  for  the 
events.  Everyone  welcome.  Boston  Evening 
Clinic.  314  Comm.  Ave.  (near  Aud.  T  stop). 
Info:  262-4777. 


apr  24  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau.  Orientation  Meeting.  If  you've  ever 
thought  about  speaking  for  your  life."  here’s 
your  chance!  Check  out  the  Bureau.  67 
Pleasant  St.  7pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  “A  Woman's  Choide,"  a  dance- 
theater  performance  by  Keriac  and  Co.  which 
is  a  strong  statement  on  reproductive  rights, 
of  importance  to  both  men  and  women. 
YWCA  Copley  Square.  140  Clarendon  3-5pm. 
Tickets  are  $5.  available  at  New  Words.  Glad 
Day  and  MOBE  Info:  923-4455. 


25  mon 

Boston, MA  —  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Alliance  and  Mass  Gay  Political 
Caucus  are  cosponsoring  a  Mayoral 
candidates  night  at  UMass  Boston,  Park  Sq 
Rm  222.  7:30pm.  Admission  free. 

26  tues 

Boston, MA  —  Potluck  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  working  in  the  Harvard  Medical  Area. 
5:30  at  Countway  Aud  Beverages  provided. 

27  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media 
Advocates  (LAGMA)  authors  of  Talk  Back' 
The  Gay  Person's  Guide  t  Media  Action,  will 
facilitate  a  workshop  and  discussion  of  how 
to  analyze  and  respond  to  the  media.  Open  to 
the  community.  7:30-9:30pm.  GCN  office.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Boylston  T  stop)  Info: 
492-3433  (2-6pm). 

28  thurs 

Boston, MA  —  GCN  proofreading  Read  next 
week's  news  this  week.( "?")  !nfo:426  4469 


Boston, MA  —  Northeastern  U,  School  of  Law 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  presents  the  film  “In 
the  best  interests  of  the  children 7:30pm. 
400  Huntington  Ave.  Attorney  Cindy  Rizzo  will 
lead  a  discussion  afterwards.  x 
Cambridge, MA  —  “Gender.  Power,  and 
Family  Violence",  a  discussion  by  Linda 
Gordon  and  Winnie  Bremes.  Frost  Lounge.  Ell 
Bldg.  Northeastern  U  8pm. 


29  fri 

Boston.MA  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!! 
Come  help  send  out  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  and  good  times! 
Come  anytime  after  6  to  our  space  at  167 
Tremont  (near  the  Boylston  T  stop).  There's  an 
intercom  at  the  door  if  it’s  not  open.  Come 
and  get  a  free  paper  and  meet  some  nice 
people!  lnfo:426-4469. 

30  sat 

Boston.MA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club.  2 
events:West  River  Release  Trip,  lnfo:Arnie 
288-5333:and  Mt.  Wachusett  hike  (5  years  ago 
this  weekend.  Chijtern  had  its  first  hike  here). 
Info. Bliss  (603)883-5583  or  John  (617)648-9185. 
Augusta. ME  —  Interweave.  Potluck  supper 
and  gay  stamp  collection  presentation. 
Wmthrop  St.  Umversahst  Church  (off  State 
St.)  at  6pm. 


may  1  sun 

Boston.MA  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Museum  of 
American/Chinese  Trade,  203  Adams 
St. .Milton.  lnto:Victor  (617)772  2631. 
Boston.MA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club.  Garden  in 
the  Woods.  lnfo:Charlie  (617)648-9185. 
Boston.MA  —  Jazz  Jam  at  Figaro  s  295 
Huntington  Ave..  Noon  to  5pm.  $5  includes 
music  and  munchies;  $2  50  for  performers. 


2  mon 

Boston.MA  —  GCN  membership  meeting 
Come  make  recommendations  for  the  Board 
167  Tremont  st.  6:30pm. 

Boston.MA  —  Former  Boston  City  Councillor 
and  Mayoral  Candidate  Larry  DiCara  will  host 
an  informal  reception  for  the  gay  community 
at  Cafe  Calypso.  578  Tremont  St.  Free 
Cambridge. MA  —  Oasis,  presents  Deb 
Huston  This  lady  sings  beautiful  blues.  New 
Words  (basement),  186  Hampshire  St  Doors 
open  at  7:30pm  and  close  at  8  for  the 
performance  at  8  $5 

7  sat 

Cambridge. MA  —  Benefit  Rummage  Sale  for 

Mobilization  for  Survival.  10-4pm  at  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church  1151  Mass.  Ave 
Harvard  Sq  for  info  354  0008 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue , 


